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An Everyday Story of Kindness   
 

 1445 GB 

 A local author, Debbie Young, is making a difference for other people  

1 Debbie Young is a local author who is doing something to help 
people who are homeless.   
Along with 54 other authors, Debbie has written and contributed 
- free of charge - a story for a new anthology.  
 

 

2 “Everyday Kindness,” the anthology, has 55 short, fictional 
stories, all on the same theme - KINDNESS.   
All the profits from the book will go to SHELTER, the charity, to 
help people who are either homeless or in poor housing. 
 

 

3 In the current situation – in which more and more people are becoming 
homeless simply because they cannot afford to pay their rent - it is fantastic 
to know that Debbie and the 54 other writers are doing something about the 
problem of homelessness. 
 

4 Homelessness has always been, for most people, a problem which is nothing 
to do with them.   
 
The perception has usually been, either that people who are homeless have 
only themselves to blame, or that it is just unfortunate.  It is also usually 
regarded as someone else’s responsibility to solve the problem. 
 

5 While most people who are homeless have other issues, often a complex 
range of issues – troubled mental health being common – it is not someone 
else’s responsibility to solve the problem.   
 
I am not suggesting that we all offer our spare bedroom, if we are fortunate 
enough, to have one, to someone who is sleeping on the street. 
Due in part to those complex issues, this kindness will usually not be enough 
to solve the problem for that person. 
 

6 My point is that governments at national and local levels have had many 
years in which to solve this problem.  They have NOT solved it. 
 
Charities, on the other hand, have solved the problem for a great many 
people who used to suffer from homelessness and from other issues.  
Homelessness charities understand the problems and they know the 
solutions which work.  They operate from a place of love for people, not the 
love of their own reputations. 
 
It is clear to me which of these – the government and charities - is doing a 
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better job.  Simply put, charities have success when one person’s life is 
changed, while government bodies need big results, big projects, big news. 
The more money charities have, the more people they can help – because 
that is what they do – and they do it with love! 
 

7 I’m not going to say that SHELTER is the best homelessness charity, or that 
they are not. 
 
I AM going to say, however, that I think it’s fantastic that these 55 authors 
have decided to support SHELTER and this is why.  Instead of simply nagging 
the government at a national or local level to do something to help homeless 
people, these people are leading the way – they are showing us that we can 
do something about it.  And I say BRAVO to them. 
   
We are, in my view, the only people who will, if not the only people who can.  
When I say “we,” I refer to ordinary People – we can ALL make a difference.  
It begins with kindness – a kind thought, perhaps, or a kind word or deed. 
55 writers have done something to help the people SHELTER helps. 
 
If you can, please do so something - please buy the book.  To read, or as a 
donation – the Kindle edition costs the same as a coffee out, for goodness’ 
sake! – or perhaps, as a Christmas gift.  How good will that feel?    
 

8 “Everyday Kindness,” the anthology, is available online, in either physical or 
digital format, from a big online bookshop, in which case it will probably be 
delivered by drone.  Hmmm…   
 
OR you can buy the book from a real-life, much smaller bookshop, the 
Yellow Lighted Bookshop.  This local bookshop of ours can also deliver - 
although I believe they do so by bicycle, rather than drone. 
 

 If you would like to write for CONNECT 
Connect with us. 

We would love to publish what you would like to say to others. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

7 LINK: SHELTER 

8 LINK: The Yellow Lighted Bookshop  

8 LINK:   Everyday Kindness: A collection of uplifting tales to brighten your day 
– Kindle edition 
 

8 LINK:   Everyday Kindness: A collection of uplifting tales to brighten your day 
–Hardback edition 
 

  

 

https://www.shelter.org.uk/
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://shelter.org.uk/
https://yellowlightedbookshop.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Everyday-Kindness-collection-uplifting-brighten-ebook/dp/B09HN7H5ZN/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635767235&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Everyday-Kindness-collection-uplifting-brighten/dp/1912310007/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1635767235&sr=1-1
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 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

