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Over the Fence News 

CONNECT  

Three New Tabletop Games   
 

 1425 EA 

 New indoor activities for autumn and winter evenings.  

1 Having fun, competing, exercising our brains, socialising - and a 
bar on hand – what’s not to like?  Tetbury has three, quite 
different, weekly indoor activities starting – which is great timing 
now that the evenings are longer, darker and distinctly cooler. 
    

 

2 These three activities are a welcome change from the digital 
and online version of life that most of us have become all too 
accustomed to.   
All three take the form of tabletop games. 
These games are – Chess, Poker and Bridge. 
 

 

3 First up then is Chess.  Interest in chess rose last year when the game 
featured in a drama mini-series on Netflix.   
 
“The Queen's Gambit” – taking its title from a chess opening - was Netflix's 
most-watched scripted mini-series and its top show in 63 countries.   
Starting in the 1950s and going into the 60s, this fictional story was about 
Beth, an orphan who became a chess prodigy - rising to the top of the chess 
world but struggling with drug and alcohol dependence. 
 
I’m not surprised the drama was so popular - although I don’t have Netflix, I 
loved reading Walter Tevis’s novel of the same name, on which the drama 
series was based. 
 

4 A weekly Chess Evening will begin at Tetbury United Services Club every 
Thursday evening at 7pm – starting 4 November.   
Playing chess will be free for Club members and £3 for guests.   
People of all ages are welcome - more information can be obtained from 
Zoe on 07 923 479 273. 
 

5 Second to fly is Poker.  This is such a popular card game and one which 
requires having a special kind of face – I gather!  An image of Paul Newman 
comes to mind here as a sharp, cheating and totally loveable poker player 
taking his mark to the cleaners – as he did in the 1973 film STING.  I’m not 
sure cheating will be allowed at these tables – but this game kicks off – again 
at Tetbury United Services Club – the night after chess - and happens every 
Friday evening at 7pm – starting 5 November.   
Fees we believe are as for chess. 
As for chess, Zoe is your contact for more information [number above].   
 

https://www.imdb.com/video/vi2717122841?playlistId=tt0070735&ref_=tt_ov_vi
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6 Third is Bridge.  Bridge is a fascinating card game of partnerships, played in 
teams of two – mentioned in case you are new to this particular deck.   
 
Playing Bridge is also possibly the only social occasion, in this country at 
least, at which it is acceptable to say the word Trump or call refer to another 
player as a “Dummy.”      
   
Like chess, bridge has also played a strong role in fiction, including in Ian 
Fleming’s James Bond novel "Moonraker."   
James Bond and his boss “M” take on the villain of the story, Sir Hugo Drax, 
for a game of bridge, discovering in the process that Drax does not play by 
the rules – the scoundrel!  
 

7 The game of bridge does require some learning, which is not a problem now. 
Beginners’ Bridge lessons are led by expert trainer Jim who will take 
beginners through the rules, tactics and of course the language.  Lessons will 
continue into the New Year, but they begin on mon18oct and will continue 
every Monday at 7pm at The Priory Inn,   
A modest fee applies. 
 
More information can be obtained from your host and tutor for the evening – 
including details of Bridge playing sessions on other days in the week for the 
far more savvy.  Your host and contact details are: 
Jim Edwards on 07 879 400 193 or jimedwards811@gmail.com. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

 LINK:  Sting – starring Robert Redford and Paul Newman – CLASSIC!  
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