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 Are schools - rather than protecting children - helping to groom them? 

1 A story that appeared in the media in the last few days is about 
a very worrying problem.  It is about how our children are being 
groomed by adults who they trust, by using and abusing their 
positions of authority. 
Even worse, this grooming is taking place in schools. 
      

 

2 Many teachers would, I am sure, unthinkingly use themselves as 
a human shield if a gunman walked into the school,  
But are these same teachers, equally unthinkingly, allowing - 
and even helping - this grooming of children to go on? 
 

 

3 The news story is about schools in the UK using facial recognition in their 
canteens to enable children to pay for their lunch – more quickly.   
It was reported by the Financial Times and has also been covered in articles 
by other platforms, including one by CNET:  
UK schools are installing facial recognition cameras in canteens.   
 

4 Nine schools in North Ayrshire, Scotland are now taking payments from 
students for their lunches, in the school canteens, using biometric 
information obtained from facial recognition systems.   
 
The system scans the students’ faces and checks them against “faceprint” 
templates stored on school computer servers. 
The previous methods for paying for lunch – painfully slow - were card 
payment and fingerprint scanning, so schools were therefore already using a 
biometric method.   
 
Oddly, both of these previous methods have been decreed to be less safe 
due to COVID-19.  I say, that sounds reasonable, except – why now?  Surely, 
in a deadly pandemic, bringing in a non-contact payment method would 
have been a high priority last year in 2020, when a virus was – so we have 
been told with monotonous regularity – rampaging through our world – and 
schools.  No sorry – not schools!   
Except that, last year, students were decreed to be immune – of course.   
How things have changed. 
 
Back to facial recognition.  CNET reports that the reason for the change in 
payment method is to save time.  That old favourite, I see.  So, school 
canteen staff are suddenly under time pressure?   
 

https://www.cnet.com/news/uk-schools-are-installing-facial-recognition-cameras-in-canteens/
https://www.cnet.com/news/uk-schools-are-installing-facial-recognition-cameras-in-canteens/
https://www.cnet.com/news/uk-schools-are-installing-facial-recognition-cameras-in-canteens/
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Not being unkind to these dinner ladies of ours – but I don’t think they draw 
the kind of lawyers type salaries where shaving the odd second or two off 
the waiting time could be appreciated. 
 
According to the CNET article, North Ayrshire Council has obviously decided 
they are - and has decided on a solution, saying: 
“Facial Recognition has been assessed as the optimal solution that will meet all 
our requirements.” 
 
This putting in place of “the solution” reminds me of my article “Who’s 
Filming Our Children?”   
In this previous article on Tetbury CONNECT, I wrote about the surveillance 
and filming of school students in toilets, among other areas in schools.   
Installing CCTV cameras in schools was also decided, by school heads in this 
case, to be “the solution” to a problem.   
That is, a problem which, probably, nobody had realised WAS a problem until 
a “solution” magically presented itself in the form of technology. 
 
The CNET article also explains, there is an ongoing global debate about the 
ethics of using facial recognition technology, particularly live facial 
recognition, and there are unanswered questions about whether its use is at 
odds with our civil liberties. 
 
However, schools and councils in the UK are using facial recognition 
technology regardless.   
 
It appears that the UK doesn't yet have any laws which prohibit its use.  
Instead, individual schools can decide for themselves whether – or how – to 
use this and other forms of biometric technology. 
 

5 So, if facial recognition technology is not against the law, schools are not 
doing anything wrong by using it, right? 
 
Wrong – and this isn’t just MY view.  The Information Commissioner’s Office, 
the UK’s authority to uphold information rights in the public interest, has 
serious privacy concerns - as do I.  I think we should all have serious privacy 
concerns. 
 
Elizabeth Denham, the UK Information Commissioner and the head of the 
Information Commissioner’s Office [ICO] said, in a blog post this year on 
privacy concerns relating to the use of live facial recognition technology in 
public places: 
“I am deeply concerned about the potential for live facial recognition (LFR) 
technology to be used inappropriately, excessively or even recklessly. When 
sensitive personal data is collected on a mass scale without people’s 
knowledge, choice or control, the impacts could be significant.” 
 
The Information Commissioner also said in the same blog post: 
“Unlike CCTV, LFR and its algorithms can automatically identify who you are 
and infer sensitive details about you. It can be used to instantly profile you to 

https://www.cnet.com/news/uk-schools-are-installing-facial-recognition-cameras-in-canteens/
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_836da820fead4008a64a16e2c7572d49.pdf
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_836da820fead4008a64a16e2c7572d49.pdf
https://www.cnet.com/news/uk-schools-are-installing-facial-recognition-cameras-in-canteens/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2021/06/information-commissioner-s-opinion-live-facial-recognition-technology/


Magazine: Tetbury CONNECT  
 

3 | P a g e  
 

serve up personalised adverts or match your image against known shoplifters 
as you do your weekly grocery shop. 
In future, there’s the potential to overlay CCTV cameras with LFR, and even to 
combine it with social media data or other “big data” systems – LFR is 
supercharged CCTV.” 
 

6 Schools in the UK that are using live facial recognition are driving a coach 
and horses through their students’ civil liberties, taking advantage of the lack 
of legislation at present in this country.  This is not only my view but the view 
of the Information Commissioner, whose report “The use of live facial 
recognition technology in public places” explains that schools in other 
countries have been in trouble with data protection authorities [DPAs] for 
using it. 
 
In Sweden, a local authority that instructed schools to use facial recognition 
to track student attendance was fined.   
The school based its use of LFR on consent, but the DPA ruled this was not a 
valid legal basis – interestingly, due to the imbalance between the data 
subject [students] and the controller [school]. 
 
The French regulator, meanwhile, took two schools to court over a facial 
recognition trial commissioned by a Regional Council.   
The schools were using LFR to control access to the schools by students and 
visitors.  The court ruled that free and informed consent of the students had 
not been obtained.  It also ruled that the schools, as the data controllers, 
failed to demonstrate that its objectives could not have been achieved by 
other, less intrusive, means. 
 
These two cases are interesting.  The schools were proved wrong, of course, 
which in my view is a great relief, but what is particularly interesting and 
relevant to what is happening in the UK is - the reasons they were proved 
wrong. 
 
The Swedish school used LFR to track attendance. 
The French schools did the same, but also aimed to increase the students’ 
safety, since visitors were tracked as well. 
 
Both of these objectives are far more essential than saving time, which is the 
reason given by the schools and the council in Scotland, so it is certain that – 
if they were investigated by the ICO - they would be found to be on the 
wrong side of the law.   
Not a good look. 
 

7 Schools and councils in the UK are, as I said, using facial recognition 
technology in advance of any debate or decision about whether doing so is 
acceptable. 
  
I have to say, this worries me.  It worries me a lot.   
Whilst I believe that live facial recognition to “save time” is definitely at odds 
with students’ civil liberties, that is not my main concern. 

https://ico.org.uk/media/for-organisations/documents/2619985/ico-opinion-the-use-of-lfr-in-public-places-20210618.pdf
https://ico.org.uk/media/for-organisations/documents/2619985/ico-opinion-the-use-of-lfr-in-public-places-20210618.pdf
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So, what is my main concern?  It’s this. 
 
Instead of adopting a practice after it has become normalised, schools and 
councils are helping to normalise it.   
Having something like facial recognition in use – especially used on children 
– will disrupt the process of debating whether it should be used – in schools 
or anywhere else.   
Because it is now normal – or if you prefer, New Normal. 
 

8 I call this process - of normalising the abnormal with children - grooming. 
 
Students in school are being deliberately conditioned to having their 
biometric data – their faceprint – taken, stored and used. 
 
All that - coupled to being filmed in the toilets, as covered in the article I 
mentioned – becomes normal for them – their new normal. 
They won’t even think about it when it happens outside school, because it’s 
normal.  The best and old normal will feel abnormal because it is different. 
 
As I said, this is grooming. 
It is grooming designed to make the abnormal feel normal and the normal 
feel abnormal.  It is grooming children to live in, feel comfortable in - and 
even long to be in - a world the designers want the rest of us to exist in. 
 
A world of constant surveillance with no privacy. 
A world of constant confusion, where things don’t make sense. 
A world in which two and two add up to whatever total we are told – that is, if 
we want to eat, have a degree of freedom and enjoy a veneer-thin illusion 
that we are not slaves. 
 
A world which most of us would never consent to – even if we had a vote on 
it - so it’s being brought in by stealth.  Little by little, like a frog being boiled 
alive – it doesn’t notice until it’s too late to escape, because the temperature 
rises so slowly. 
 
Schools are colluding with the grooming of children. 
 
Or is the reality even worse? 
Are schools actually leading the grooming of children? 
 

  

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

 LINK:  UK schools are installing facial recognition cameras in canteens – 
CNET 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.cnet.com/news/uk-schools-are-installing-facial-recognition-cameras-in-canteens/
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 LINK:  Information Commissioner addresses privacy concerns on the use of 
live facial recognition technology in public places - UK Information 
Commissioner 

 LINK:  Information Commissioner: The use of live facial 
recognition technology in public places - UK Information Commissioner 

 LINK: Who’s Filming Our Children? – Tetbury CONNECT 
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