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National News  

THE BMJ  

Has This B’n Thought Through?   
 

 1495 OC 

 How will the NHS cope? The House of Lords would like to know. 

1 The BMJ, formerly The British Medical Journal, has published a 
concerning article by a member of their own editorial team 
about a UK government plan which is likely to leave the NHS 
unable to cope. 
  

 

2 A House of Lords committee has discovered that the plan, 
which they say HAS NOT been thought through, will result in the 
NHS losing vast numbers of staff – and the government does 
not have a plan for how it is going to cope. 
 

 

3 Sajid Javid says the government is bringing in new legislation to protect NHS 
patients and workers and the NHS itself.   
 
But, with 126,000 NHS workers expected to leave their jobs soon, a House of 
Lords committee has reported that the legislation is going to cost the NHS 
£270million in recruitment and training costs.   
[heaven knows how many lives!!!] 
 
The Lords also report that the plan will cause major disruption to health and 
care provision because the government does not have any contingency 
plans for how the NHS is going to manage with fewer members of staff. 
 

4 The new report by the House of Lords committee states that the Department 
for Health and Social Care [DHSC] – a government department - has not 
thought through its plan.   
 
The report also questions whether the government’s plan is even 
proportionate to the problem it is designed to solve.   
 
The Lords say that very strong evidence should be provided to support this 
policy choice but the Department for Health and Social Care [DHSC] has not 
provided such evidence. 
 
The Lords also say: 
 
“…DHSC is accountable to Parliament for its decisions and needs to give us a 
clear statement of the effect of these regulations, the effect of doing nothing, 
and any other solutions considered, so Parliament fully understands all the 
consequences of what it is being asked to agree to.   
 

https://www.bmj.com/content/375/bmj.n2957
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7989/documents/82445/default
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This is particularly important when the NHS is already under such pressure. 
 
DHSC has provided no single coherent statement to explain and justify its 
intended policy, and this undermines the ability of the House to undertake 
effective scrutiny of the proposed legislation.” 
 

5 A further issue is that DHSC has failed to include, in the planned legislation, 
some key definitions.   
The absence of these key definitions will make the application of the new 
legislation more difficult.   
Instead of providing these definitions to the House of Lords committee, the 
DHSC has referred it to future “guidance” which does not currently exist.   
 

6 Zosia Kmietowicz, the BMJ journalist who has covered this story for The BMJ, 
has 30 years of experience as a medical journalist.   
Zosia, who has a Pharmacology degree and a Master’s in Information 
Science, has reported medical news in GP Magazine and the national and 
medical press as well as in The BMJ. 
 

7 Perhaps though – the government have thought this through. 
PM BoJo announced to the nation on wed08dec21 that there now needs to 
be a discussion about jabbing the whole population by command!  This will 
follow the Austrian and German plans for their nations. 
 
Please tell me I’m wrong – because I am sensing war on our government. 
This is too similar to Nazi Germany and I can see that clearly now.  
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

3 LINK: The BMJ: News: Evidence is insufficient to back mandatory NHS staff 
vaccination, says House of Lords committee 

4 LINK: UK Parliament: House of Lords Secondary Legislation Scrutiny 
Committee: 21st Report of Session 2021–22 

6 LINK: The BMJ: Editorial Staff: Zosia Kmietowicz 
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https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/editorial-staff/zosia-kmietowicz
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.bmj.com/content/375/bmj.n2957
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7989/documents/82445/default
https://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/editorial-staff/zosia-kmietowicz


Magazine: Tetbury CONNECT  
 

3 | P a g e  
 

 

  
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

