
Magazine: Tetbury CONNECT  

 

1 | P a g e  
 

News: International 

ALJAZEERA  

Another Victory For Women 
 

 NI-1287A 

1 Victories are victories – however they come or how often they come - and this 
one doesn’t come very often!  I’m referring to the Palme d’Or, the top prize at 
the Cannes Film Festival and this year, it was awarded to only the 2nd woman 
in the festival’s 74yr history – Julia Ducournau. 
  

2 Her written and directed film “Titane” is not her first and is not her first to 
have received a prestigious award.  The film – with content not being in 
everyone’s taste locker – is a tad weird to say the least.  A woman having sex 
with a car is unusual – but the drama apparently is captivating.  
 

3 There is a wonderful thing about films, as there is about books and particularly 
fiction novels.  These story mediums enable us to experience things we would 
never experience ourselves.  They challenge us to examine who we are, set 
within a situation, or a world, which is totally unfamiliar to us – or maybe not.  
  

4 The experience we all gain from stories is not just about entertainment.  
Whatever the story is about – whatever the theme or its backdrop – there is 
something in all of them which enables us to expand our experience and 
understanding of who we are.  Believe it or not – the concept of having sex 
with a car – perhaps rather strangely – is actually included in that.  
 

5 That aside, we congratulate Julia Ducaornau for her success.  There is an 
unfair bias in the film industry connected with gender and this has been 
spoken of for decades.  There really is no good reason for such a situation to 
persist.  Hopefully, Julia has done something to break the glass ceiling. 
 
A couple of points to finish on. 
   

6 Firstly, the first woman to win the top award at the Cannes Film Festival was 
Jane Campion for her film “The Piano”. 
 

7 Secondly, Julia Ducournau was a graduate from film school studying 
screenwriting in Paris.  Not an untypical route into the business, of course.  
But, important to understand and at different levels, is that the route into 
filmmaking is not limited to the accepted norms.    
Take Scottish born Diane Bell for example – and another talented woman!   
 

6 Diane never went to film school or took a qualification in screenwriting. 
Diane however - undaunted by the perceived barriers – followed her passion. 
Diane wrote her own screenplay – raised $125,000 – to fund film production – 
then directed her first film.  So good it was, it won 2 awards at the 2010 
Sundance Film festival in the US. The film “Obselidia”. 
  

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4469445/
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3994075161?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_1
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi2862922521?playlistId=tt0107822&ref_=tt_ov_vi
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3629057305?playlistId=tt1522218&ref_=tt_ov_vi
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7 Diane has recently become part of the inspiration behind a new writers’ group 
called “My Writing Shed”.  Although it started in Tetbury, it already includes 
writers from France, The Netherlands, Ireland and the US.  Now, most of the 
members are writing novels and technical books.  But some are writing their 
own screenplays.  Curiously, women outnumber the men currently by 4 to 1.   
 
This tells us – if nothing else does – that women are on the march! 
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 LINK: Cannes Film Festival: Julia Ducournau’s ‘Titane’ wins Palme d’Or 
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