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News: Over the Fence 

TETBURY ADVERTISER  

Who are the real heroes?  
 

 NF 1395 BC 

 News about Hedgehogs who need to get under the fence 

1 Tetbury Library has done it again - raising our awareness of a pressing need, 
and one that we can do something about.  The Library team’s latest article in 
the Tetbury Advertiser [sep21, page 41] reminds us all how important it is to 
do our bit for where we live and for those we live with. 
 

2 No, not our own homes and our families.  The big picture, our Earth and some 
of the little beings with whom we share the Earth and who need some help.   
The article has a section about our lovely friends the Hedgehogs and the 
Hedgehog Heroes.   
I thought at first that the Heroes were humans - but I was wrong - the 
Hedgehog Heroes are hedgehogs.  Let me explain…   
    

3 There are a lot fewer hedgehogs than there used to be in Britain.  Their 
number is down by a third in the last twenty years.   
So, what can we do?  
 
Hedgehogs’ needs are just the same as people’s, really.  They need food, 
drink, shelter and freedom of movement.   
There’s no need to clear out the spare bedroom for them – they’ll be much 
happier with their own house in the garden.  The lovely Hedgehog Street 
website has loads of information about how we can help with all of these 
needs.   
 

4 I’m fascinated by the last one – freedom of movement.  The reduction in this 
has partly caused the loss of hedgehogs in Britain because fences, walls, 
new developments and roads all break up green spaces that hedgehogs 
depend upon.  These barriers make it harder for hedgehogs to get from one 
green space to another.   
 
Hedgehogs have been deprived of their freedom of movement.   
Interesting parallels with problems facing their fellow mammals, humans, 
aside, Hedgehog Street explains how we can help – by making a hole in our 
garden fences so that they can pass through our gardens. 
 

5 I love the saying “the best way to get what you need is to give it away to 
somebody else.”   
 
It strikes me that making a hole in the fences that divide us from our 
neighbours is a highly significant action.   
 
Our fences are a huge part of being British.  Our territories need to be marked 

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/about-hedgehogs/what-is-being-done-to-help/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/about-hedgehogs/what-is-being-done-to-help/
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out clearly and defended robustly.  We don’t want to have to look at our 
neighbours – we pretend they don’t exist. 
 
Making a hedgehog-sized hole – is, for us humans, a small step towards our 
reconnecting with the wider world.  It is a small symbol of breaking down the 
walls between us all.   
 
Once again, it is other species – other animals - who are giving everything to 
help us to see this truth.  Have hedgehogs been sacrificing themselves for 
this?  I don’t know that they haven’t been.  
 
When you’ve made that hole in your garden fence, map it on the BIG 
Hedgehog Map.  You can also pledge that you are going to make a hole.   
And when you see a hedgehog, you can map your sighting, too!   
I was excited to see that there have been quite a lot of hedgehog sightings 
near where I live.    
 

6 There is loads of information on Hedgehog Street.  Plans for Hedgehog 
Houses, templates for Hedgehog Highways – holes in fences - posters, 
flyers, what food and drink to put out for hedgehogs. 
 

7 I have to confess, however, I am suspicious.  I am suspicious that the 
mapping aspect of the campaign is to help connect us humans, rather than 
providing hedgehogs with a map showing their expanding network of travel 
routes.  I have a hunch that they don’t need that, because like all animals, 
they are far, far more intelligent than us humans - as well as, well, just better 
than us in every way.  
  
Humans are not saving animals. 
Animals are doing their best to save humans. 
We are truly honoured to be allowed to share this Earth with animals. 
 

 By: Helen King 
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