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National News 

MEDIUM  

Full Steam Ahead – Again?     
 

 1415 DE 

 Could steam solve the problem of pollution from vehicles?  

1 In a short but apparently well-argued and well-informed article 
he wrote in 2017 entitled “Why the steam car must make a 
comeback”, science writer Sebastian Broady makes a 
convincing case - in my uninformed view, at least - for why, 
indeed, it should. 
 

 

2 I invite readers, in particular those with a research, analytical or 
engineering bent, to consider what Sebastian Broady has to say 
and to follow his line of thinking for themselves.   
 

 

3 Sebastian Broady begins his article by saying that most public debate about 
pollution is focused on carbon dioxide.  It certainly seems that way to me.   
 
These days, I am forever seeing media headlines and petitions saying there is 
too much carbon dioxide and we need to somehow reduce the amount of it.   
So often have I read this, that when I first heard a few weeks ago that there 
are – supposedly – shortages of CO2 which affected production of fizzy 
drinks and certain chilled foods, I began to wonder - is this some kind of 
joke?  How can we have both too much and too little CO2? 
 
OK – the CO2 might be in the wrong places, I suppose.  But let’s explore this. 
 

4 Leaving aside that question for now, Sebastian Broady also points out that 
carbon dioxide is a vital greenhouse gas.  
This is another aspect which perplexes me – without CO2, surely, there is no 
life – or at least, no “life as we know it, Jim”.  We need CO2 and what’s more, 
we breathe it out.   
 
Is there anyone else who finds it a tad threatening – or to use a buzz word, 
chilling – that we are constantly being told that a gas we exhale is really bad 
for the environment?  Are we supposed to feel guilty for breathing?   
So many questions raised already, and I’ve barely described Sebastian 
Broady’s argument.   
 
To return to it, he says that the “elephant in the room” that is being ignored is 
this.  The internal combustion engines that vehicles are powered by, carry 
out imperfect and incomplete combustion.  As a result, vehicles produce 
extremely harmful substances.   
 
In contrast, he says, in an ‘ideal’ situation, cars would simply expel carbon 
dioxide and water, with no toxic waste.  
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Catalytic converters, he argues, have helped - but they are inefficient and 
only partially reduce emissions.   
 
He also goes on to say that, as far back as 2013, the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer found enough evidence to say that outdoor air pollution 
can cause cancer.   
 

5 Sebastian Broady argues that steam power and external combustion – which 
are the same thing -are widely misunderstood, due to public preconceptions 
associated with “dirty” 19th century steam locos.  Modern steam engines built 
are highly efficient.  They need to be - they produce over 80% of all 
electricity generation, including nuclear. 
 
In the process of external combustion, fuel is completely burned, which 
means that harmful emissions are either eliminated or reduced to negligible 
levels. 
 

6 So why on earth are we not using this technology for our vehicles, I ask?  
Sebastian Broady believes that steam power could revolutionise how we 
power vehicles - and that we could be changing over to it NOW - not in 20 or 
30 years’ time.   
 
Is the reason, a deep-seated hostility to a steam renaissance, an unfounded 
hostility which emanates from misunderstanding about steam, he asks? 
Could it result also from misinformation, I ask?   
 
Because eliminating dangerous emissions from vehicles sounds to me like a 
no-brainer – it would improve both our health and our environment.   
Given the constant lecturing about saving the planet, it seems to me totally 
ridiculous that steam is not being considered.  Unless, of course, there are 
some people that it wouldn’t suit.  People who make their wealth from the 
very fuels that cause pollution, perhaps?   
 
Or could it be down to the media?  The media that is now pushing the “Green 
Agenda” on us, in addition to constant, fear-inducing messages about Covid-
19, variants, vaccination and the next looming deadly pandemic – and 
shortages, of course. 
 
What a pity the media are not interested in finding alternatives – such as, 
steam to drive vehicle engines.  Instead, their agenda is to brainwash us into 
thinking that either we carry on as we are – that is, eating, breathing, moving 
around and showing other signs of living – and destroy our planet.  Or we 
save the planet - but in return, we have to stop eating, breathing and moving 
around. 
 

7 Sebastian Broady ends his argument with a statement which seems, to my 
mind, undeniable. 
This is what he says: 
“We are running out of time. I implore vehicle manufacturers, politicians and 
legislators to consider the steam engine — failure to do so would be proof of the 
irretrievable madness of man.” 
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Is man’s madness irretrievable, I ask? 
You decide. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 
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