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 A new symbology – for a new time! 

1 November is a time when we have a national tribute to all those who lost 
their lives in two world wars and the myriad of other conflicts around our 
world. It is a sombre occasion and symbolised by the Red Poppy.   
 

 In our mind’s eye we have images of red poppies galore, the Whitehall 
Cenotaph and – for me at least - the sound of Nimrod playing in my head 
which never fails to bleed a sorrowful tear.  And these feelings are replicated, 
I know, among millions who are affected in the same way.  But after many 
years now, I am now affected in a different way.  
 

  

 

 
  

2 Last year about this time - on Tetbury CONNECT - there was a video shared 
about the tradition of Remembrance.  Joe Glenton – an ex-serviceman and 
author – describes how that tradition has become for him like a carnival of 
obedience.  The dressing of children in giant poppies and the ever-
expanding decoration of churches and gardens in war scenes and death, he 
says, are all like symbols of obedience.     
 
I could see exactly what he meant and his message comes from someone 
who understands the military, the politics behind the instruction of the 
military and the money-making military business. 
 

3 What Joe Glenton expresses – about what Remembrance Day has become - 
in his shared insight, mirrors exactly what I have been feeling for so long.   

https://www.doubledown.news/watch/2021/november/12/former-soldier-destroys-what-remembrance-day-has-become
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There was a time when I could not miss the coverage of the London 
Cenotaph Memorial Service.  It was something I felt compelled to do – to 
honour our forefathers for what they gave freely so we could all  

LIVE IN FREEDOM TODAY.  
And therein lies the second and more major problem for me. 
 

4 The Great War – the First World War of 1914-18 – was said to be the war to 
end all wars.  A noble thought – but it’s only ever been a thought – a hope – 
and never a reality.    
 
After all the decades since 1945 and the end of World War number TWO - 
and almost 2 decades on from the Iraq war – a war which has led to ongoing 
conflict, death and suffering of one kind or another – we are no further on.   
 
Despite all the suffering and all the hope, we have held as a nation – as a 
People of the world – we are all no further forward.  And as I consider these 
lines today, the mainstream media writes stories of further massive tensions 
in Ukraine and Europe and many other places too – with mis-leaders like 
Biden talking up conflict - rather than talking up peace!    
 
The symbol for all that HOPE has been the Red Poppy. 
It has remained for decades a symbol of a nation’s remembrance and of our 
hope for a peaceful future. 
And remembrance there has been. 
Hope there has been. 
BUT a lasting peaceful future, there has not been. 
 

5 So, when I read what The Yellow Poppy stands for – what it represents – it 
came as a refreshing new way of holding the past for me.  If those in 
government have been pursuing the same objectives to achieve the peace 
we have ached for, for countless years, then they – and we – are past the 
point where we should realise, what they have been doing hasn’t worked. 
 
It is time for something different – a brand new approach. 
It is a new approach which is heralded by The Yellow Poppy. 
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6 Taking a leaf from Albert Einstein’s book of wisdom - what we have been 
doing – what the governments of this world have been doing – is insane. 
 
We have come to the point in time when a new approach is overdue and the 
People of the world need to choose and adopt that new approach. 
This is a time for Change and I can see that it’s all the People of the world 
who now need to become determined to have it.   
 

7 I would attest – that at a soul level – there is not one person in this world who 
wishes to place themselves or their loved ones in harm’s way.  We all have 
the same fears and the same desires – desires, that is, to live peacefully with 
our neighbours wherever and whoever they are.   
 
The problem has been – the small number of mis-leaders who have different 
ideas and never place themselves in harm’s way anyway. 
 
I am reminded here of the docu-drama made and released just a few years 
ago.  On watching it, I found that it only confirmed what I had suspected at 
the time and ever since. 
 

8 Official Secrets is a 2019 British drama film based on the case of whistle-
blower Katharine Gun.  Katharine Gun leaked a memo exposing an illegal 
spying operation by American and British intelligence services to gauge 
sentiment of - and potentially blackmail - United Nations diplomats tasked to 
vote on a resolution regarding the 2003 invasion of Iraq.  Wikipedia 
 
PM Tony Blair in 2003 – is revealed as involved in a conspiracy FACT with 
George W Bush - to prosecute an illegal war against Iraq. 
 
Official Secrets, not only reveals the dodgy dealings of the politicians, but it 
also reveals the dodgy practices of the legal profession which supports the 
government.  As the film reveals, there are also the suspect dealings of the 
media – which fails to properly serve the interests of the People – by failing 
to hold the government to account. 
 
Katherine Gun bravely claimed that she worked for the British People – 
saying that she didn’t work for the British government so that the British 
government could lie to the British People.     
The film is a great watch and a must watch for any Truth Seeker.   
    

9 The People’s Yellow Poppy is a wonderful concept to spotlight the need for 
Change.  It is a symbol for a collective desire for all peaceful people who 
wish for a radical Change in the whole approach to politics and particularly 
with respect to Accountability, Responsibility and Transparency. 
 

10 
 

The People’s Yellow Poppy not only represents the Change - which those 
who wear it - or display it – desire, but it is also an honouring of all the People 
harmed in some way by the actions and non-actions of others.  It provides, 
what I personally feel is, a refreshing new paradigm in how we look at the 
past failures.  
 

https://www.imdb.com/video/vi4129995801?playlistId=tt5431890&ref_=tt_pr_ov_vi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Official_Secrets_(film)
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_620de730f16f4b288bd7de3e34c14791.pdf
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I think the concept suggests, that a line in the sand has now been drawn and 
Enough is Enough.  The People desire something different and are 
determined to have something different for the good of all.  
 

11 In the description of The People’s Yellow Poppy, it says: 
The People’s Poppy – a Yellow Poppy – honours all the innocent People 
who have suffered injury or death resultant from the actions and non-
actions of those responsible for their harm.  

 
The People’s Poppy also represents Change chosen by the People. 
For those who wear it - or display it - the People’s Poppy not only honours 
the innocent People harmed - but it’s also a visible representation of the 
positive Change now willed by the People of our society.  
 

12 The People’s Poppy appears to be a symbol which goes much further than 
the Red Poppy we are all so very familiar with.  Whilst the theme honours the 
Red Poppy it does not intend to take its place.  But interestingly, The Yellow 
People’s Poppy appears to be a symbol intended for all year-round display. 
We are likely to see the concept – the movement – catch on and spread 
among us all.  In short, the idea sounds and feels exciting!  
 
For one – I would be honoured and delighted to show my support for this 
initiative and wish it well. 
    

PS1 Rosalyn English – penned this thought-provoking poem. 
I am pleased to share it with you. 

 
I Sit On My Saggy Old Chair 

 
I sit upon this saggy old chair  
I look across but he's not there  
He stood so proud in this room  
We knew not then our lives would be filled with gloom 
  
He insisted, was desperate to go  
To serve his country, was young he did not know  
The horrors that his eyes would see 
Did not realise he'd be taken from me  
 
My lovely son with a future to build 
Now lies buried in some French field 
Daily I remember, I sit, I weep 
His memory I'll always cherish;  keep  
 
From birth the stages as he grew 
The laughter and the tears we knew  
Birthdays, Christmas, shared times together  
In sunshine, rain, facing whatever  
 
I relive that fateful; despairing day 
The knock, the uniform, informing me he'd died that way 

https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_620de730f16f4b288bd7de3e34c14791.pdf
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My life is now or never can be complete  
As each time I sit upon this sagging old seat 
 
The tasks I once did with pride 
No more with my breaking heart inside  
To those that say it's in the past  
My anguish, heartache, will forever last 
 
Each year the red poppies drop to the ground  
In silence until the lonely bugle sound  
My tears drop as the poppies fall in showers  
In Flanders fields grow the sacred red flowers  

 
Copyright Rosalyn English 3.11.18 
Good night God bless 
Rosalyn posts her poems on the Facebook group for TetburyCONNECT. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Contact/Source: CONNECT: Magazine 
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