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News from Over the Fence  

CONNECT  

What Is Wrong With TDS?   
 

 1445 GF 

 The time is coming when we adopt a new approach to our problems 

1 I have been troubled by what I have been reading over a 
number of months now, about young people – or more 
accurately – the behaviour of young people in Malmesbury.  
  

 

2 Young People – or more accurately – a small number of young 
People - have been highlighted within the community for their 
anti-social behaviour.  Some of that behaviour has been video 
evidenced and some has not – which means unproven. 
  

 

3 Now I am not denying that there are some guilty parties in the stories written 
about and I would not rush to their defence either.  However, I believe these 
stories do give us something to be concerned about.  After all, anti-social 
anything is not good - and we should all be concerned about it. 
  

4 So, before we get into this, you will be wondering what TDS stands for.  
TDS is the all-encompassing description of a feature of life today which 
bleeds its unhelpful presence throughout our entire society.  It is the result – 
and probably the natural result – of how we have all allowed society to 
develop - unhelpfully.   
 
TDS is an acronym for Top-Down Solutions. 
On one level, it provides a means by which we can all stand back from all our 
problems in society – we remain hands off – whilst we pay, through 
government taxes, the persons put in high-salaried positions to determine 
what the TDS should be. 
 
On another level, it could - and indeed should - provide speedy, well 
researched and thought through solutions which are quickly and 
successfully adopted by society.  That is, adopted to deliver the exact 
solutions required to deliver the exact outcomes desired. 
       

5 At almost any level which one might care to examine, this TDS feature we 
have all grown up with – which permeates all of society - is a Failure Mk1.  
Well – it is for me. 
  
What I have been reading about in Malmesbury is clear evidence of that 
failure with respect to young People.  Anyone will know that the problems in 
Malmesbury are by no means limited to Malmesbury.  Tetbury is not without 
its stories – and neither it seems is that close neighbour of Dursley – across 
the valley – Cam. 
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6 The story carried by Gloucestershire LIVE describes the stabbing and murder 
of a 16yr old boy, which has now culminated in the conviction this week of 
another teenager found guilty of this awful crime.  It is without doubt a 
complete and utter tragedy – a tragedy for us all.  The victim naturally, the 
two sets of parents and wider families involved – the wider community. 
In fact all of us.  
  

7 The crime in Cam could not be any more serious – it is the capital crime - and 
its nothing like the possible crimes I have read about in Malmesbury in recent 
months.   
But my question is this: 
 
Could any of these crimes – or apparent crimes – be averted by a different 
approach to the TDS accepted norm?  And what could that approach be 
anyway? 
 

8 Well, the feature we have all grown far too accustomed to over countless 
decades – if not longer – is that we have accepted and very willingly, the 
idea of passing the buck.  Perhaps that describes it a little too harshly, but 
what we have all done is allow government to take money from us on the 
basis that government will solve the problems.  And in reality, it hasn’t - and 
some would argue, that if government were given centuries to work these 
things out – it wouldn’t.  But it would still take our money and spend it – since 
the government knows that we all expect it to do exactly that.  
 

9 Let us now consider a different type of approach and it is one which raised 
itself up just this last week. 
 
So often the best solutions for anything – whatever it is – comes from the 
People on the ground – that is, those in the thick of it – the ones who live with 
the problems every day.   
 
And here we come to a FB post this very week by a resident of Malmesbury.  
Nïamh asked for People’s views on the idea of starting a conversation with 
the young People of the town to bridge the divide.  How intelligent is that.  
Niamh is not saying - and didn’t say – that she has a solution for the problems 
associated with the young People of Malmesbury.  She may have of course -  
with her approach being a soft way to introduce it.  Niamh simply suggested 
that ordinary People might like to get together to talk about stuff.    
 

10 This I thought was exactly the way forward that needed to be accepted and 
taken forward.  Local People – ordinary People – sitting down with our young 
People, to work out an ideal way forward.   
What happened however stunned me.   
 
Firstly, I was delighted to read the supporting remarks by others who thought 
Niamh’s suggestion was a valuable one.  What stunned me – apart from 
Niamh’s post being deleted somehow – possibly by Admin and possibly not - 
was the reaction of a certain town-based county councillor. 
 
    

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/regional-news/chilling-footage-shows-murderer-arrive-6155617
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11 Gavin Grant – Wiltshire Council councillor wrote: 
“Lisa and colleagues, work is already underway here in the right forum which is 
the Local Youth Network of the Malmesbury Area Board of Wiltshire Council. 
That has our Town Council, Malmesbury School, Police, Rise Trust Youth 
Outreach Workers operating here, The Abbey and many more people present. 
We just finished our virtual meeting that I have the privilege of chairing a few 
minutes ago. Moving our young people away from a path of vandalism, 
mindless destruction and worse was a key part of our discussion, alongside 
funding constructive opportunities for young people in our town. Work is 
underway. I'm very happy to host a wider meeting when the plan and 
programme has been more formed to draw in many other positive people's 
ideas and help. Meanwhile on the others ideas of this "coin", the Police and 
School have met. The likely perpetrators of these stupid and senseless acts are 
well known to both (as are their parents in some cases for the same reasons). 
The parents and this tiny minority of young people will find out that they are 
"persons of interest" for themselves soon enough”. 
 

12 To me, all this sounds like BIG and Threatening Talk – and from a person I 
suspect has more than an over-inflated opinion of their ability and worth. 
 
In his opening sentence he dismisses any idea that a different approach 
could be more appropriate or valuable.  This councillor knows the way to go 
and has got together all the parties who can HELP HIM solve the problem. 
 
The problem is councillor – there is a problem to solve!  What that means is, 
that for all your paid-for ability, we are still talking about this.  Neither you as 
a councillor – nor all the other apparently interested parties you mention – 
have solved this problem to date. 
Hence, Niamh’s post. 
    

13 I am wondering - if not quietly hoping - if we are approaching a time when 
we all look to ourselves for the solutions to these community-based 
problems.  It will mean dispensing with the TDS approach - and much of the 
involvement of career politicians.  It will mean dealing with the issues 
ourselves – taking in help where it might be needed. 
 
And if we do deal with it – we just stick in a claim for the money we have 
previously paid in to government to deal with these issues – and get the job 
done ourselves. 
Simply put it may be – but doable all the same. 
 

14 As for the difficult young People in Malmesbury – well I say this. 
There will be a reason for their behaviour.  Something will be missing from 
their lives or not right.  The heavy hand of the law is rarely the long-term 
solution – or any solution - to these things.  And spending money in knee-jerk 
reactions without thought, equally so. 
My knowledge and acquired experience of prisoners confirms that.  
 
We need People to come together to talk. 
Let’s start there – leaving the councillor alone in his own world for now. 
I support Niamh! 
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PS The longer definition of Top-Down Solutions is: 
 
Amazingly Expensive - Very High-Tech- Delivered Late and Over Budget. 
The Queen Elisabeth Line being a notable example. 
 
Just about everything is wrong with TDS. 
We will explore the subject more in the coming weeks. 
 

 NOTE: Gloucestershire LIVE can be quickly accessed via this page. 
A complete array of alternative new channels is available –  
on this page and the adjoining page.  
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

6 LINK:  Chilling story about a teenager’s murder  
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