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Special Feature  

CONNECT  

I Beg Your Pardon?   
 

 2455 MC 

 Is a Pandemic Amnesty about waving a white flag - or retrieving white feathers? 

1 Every so often, something pops up online that gets everyone’s attention.  
Everyone who’s paying attention, anyway.  A recent article on The Atlantic’s 
website suggesting we have a pandemic amnesty is one such thing.   
 

 Is the concept of a pandemic amnesty about forgiveness and unity?  If so, 
who gets forgiven - everyone, or just the people on one side of the divide?  
Does Emily Oster WANT unity, or is this a trick to create even more division?  
What IS a pandemic amnesty?  Is it a confession - an admission of guilt - or is 
it a trick - a new ploy to divide an already hugely divided world? 
    

  

 

 
  

2 Emily Oster recently had an article published in The Atlantic called Let’s 
Declare a Pandemic Amnesty.   
What does a pandemic amnesty mean, firstly - and who is Emily Oster? 
 
The definition of amnesty according to the online dictionary,Dictionary.com, 
includes: 
act of forgiveness for past offences 
or  
forgetting or overlooking of any past offence.   
 
Hmmm…  this call for an amnesty, then, sounds as if E.Oster is confessing to 
being guilty.  But guilty of what?  What’s she done?  Who’s she wronged?   
     
Who is E.Oster, anyway?   
She’s an economist at Brown University in New England, described by 
Wikipedia as being an Ivy League establishment.  Ivy League is defined as a 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/10/covid-response-forgiveness/671879/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/10/covid-response-forgiveness/671879/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/amnesty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivy_League
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group of eight elite colleges associated with academic excellence, selectivity 
in admissions, and social elitism – a lot like the UK’s “Oxbridge.”  
A VOX article from 2021, How Emily Oster became one of the most respected 
— and reviled — voices of the pandemic, explains that she has been a key 
source – if not the ONLY source - for the US establishment for data on Covid 
and schools.   
For E.Oster - who’s argued for schools to be re-opened - to become the go-
to person might seem a bit odd, given that she’s an economist, not a scientist, 
but clearly, she’s good with data.   
 

3 Commentators on E.Oster’s article agree that forgiveness is really important.   
Except… it’s not quite as simple as just forgiving ,for a lot of reasons, as 
explained by Neil Oliver in his to-camera video ...they want us to do what?!?   
 
After giving his response to former Health Secretary Matt Hancock, MP, now 
self-identifying as a celebrity, at 3m15s Oliver moves on to the subject of 
E.Oster.  He points out that The Atlantic has previously published articles 
calling for people who haven’t received a Covid injection to be placed on no-
fly lists - and even treated as terrorists.  And now, he says, on the same 
platform, E.Oster is calling for forgiveness.   
 
Neil asks, isn’t E.Oster only seeking forgiveness for herself and the other 
people in her camp?  That camp being, people who have called for the 
ostracisation and demonisation of anyone who has spoken about the 
disastrous, unfair and wrong Covid policies – or for bank accounts to be 
frozen simply for having the “wrong” beliefs.   
 
Also in that camp are the people responsible for: 

• The biggest transfer of wealth ever   
• Crashed businesses   
• Destroyed livelihoods   
• Constant propaganda and misinformation from the government  

 
These are just some of the issues N.Oliver identifies.  He asks - how can there 
be an amnesty without open and frank admission of guilt and culpability?  
Before an amnesty can even be considered and discussed, the people who 
are responsible for those decisions and policies have to admit that they were 
wrong.  There have to be apologies and investigations.   
 
N.Oliver raises a most concerning issue.  Will it become a hate crime, he asks, 
to remind anyone of what they said and did during Covid?  Will people be 
able to have others arrested for hurting their feelings – simply for talking 
about the decisions and policies that they were – and are – responsible for?   
Is this, perhaps, what the call for a pandemic amnesty might all be about? 
 
N.Oliver, like me, sees that, even if it is at a subconscious level, E.Oster’s call 
for amnesty is an admission of guilt.  He describes how she called for 
injection mandates for employment and university students, further 
lockdowns and injections for pregnant women. 
 

https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/22556296/emily-oster-covid-schools-expecting-better-cribsheet
https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/22556296/emily-oster-covid-schools-expecting-better-cribsheet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3m3yi82A8Zc
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He also asks - how can there be an amnesty when the wrongdoing for which 
an amnesty is sought, is still going on?  This point has also been made in a to-
camera video by David Kurten, the leader of the Heritage Party, MSM calls 
for a Pandemic Amnesty.   The Heritage Party is a Marmite political party – 
you either love it or hate it.  I suppose that could be said about others too. 
   
The Heritage Party’s philosophy and manifesto aside, however, D.Kurten sees 
and describes what has happened - and is happening – as a result of and 
justified by Covid policies.   
Although I disagree with D.Kurten’s– and the Heritage Party’s - views on 
many issues, when it comes to his response to E.Oster’s article, I would argue 
that he makes an excellent presentation. 
 

4 Another commentator, John Inazu, makes this fascinating statement in his 
Substack post “Is It Time for Pandemic Forgiveness?”: 
“…importantly, forgiveness alone does not reconcile. Reconciliation is only 
possible when forgiveness by the person offended is matched with repentance 
by the offender.” 
 
He also says that he: 
 
“…noticed an absence of repentance in Oster’s piece and wondered whether a 
differently framed essay might have better modelled the possibility of 
reconciliation.” 
 
Inazu makes a distinction between personal forgiveness and political 
forgiveness, saying:   
 
“But perhaps it is more plausible - and more actionable - to think about 
forgiveness and repentance in our individual and interpersonal relationships. 
Like you, I have friends and family whose pandemic choices have complicated 
and in some cases wounded our relationships.  
In many of these cases, forgiveness is far preferable to holding grudges or 
keeping score.” 
 
One more positive response to E.Oster’s proposed amnesty comes from 
Michael Wear in his Substack post The Pandemic Amnesty No One Wants, 
with its subtitle: Because they think only the other side needs it.   
 
M.Wear writes about how divided we all are, suggesting that we need to be 
able to hear one another “when the next crisis comes.”  Shades of Bill Gates’s 
“next pandemic” apart, he’s right, of course – because, as he says: 
 
“Our scorched earth politics works, in some ways. It can build a following. It can 
turn us away from one another, united only by our suspicion of “the other side.” 
But this will lead us to an increasingly desolate place, until we find ourselves in 
another crisis, in need of people willing to question the status quo, only to find 
everything’s still burning from the fire we set and nurtured. And we can only 
shout at the wind.” 
 
So, if we had a pandemic amnesty, what would it be like?   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzvfWGRM6mw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzvfWGRM6mw
https://johninazu.substack.com/p/is-it-time-for-pandemic-forgiveness
https://reclaiminghope.substack.com/p/the-pandemic-amnesty-no-one-wants
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How close might it be to the fictional scenario presented by Kate Wand -  
“Pandemic Amnesty”: Do you Forgive and Forget?   
 

5 Despite – or due to - being someone who could never have taken the 
Mastermind chair with Forgiveness as my specialist subject, I am somewhat 
fascinated by forgiveness.   
 
One memorable true story about the question of forgiveness and what 
happens when we can’t forgive, is at the centre of a film called The Railway 
Man.  This film is based on the autobiography of Eric Lomax, a British officer, 
who during WW2 was captured and sent to a Japanese POW camp in 
Thailand.  E.Lomax was forced to work on the Thai-Burma Railway.   
E.Lomax was tortured extensively but was eventually rescued, along with his 
surviving fellow prisoners of war.  Many years later, he returned to the place 
in Thailand where the camp had been and arranged to meet the main 
perpetrator of what was done to him - his chief torturer. 
 
Although I liked the film, I felt let down by its ending.  I could not forgive the 
perpetrator of the wrongdoing for the torture of E.Lomax.  This bothered me 
until I read an extract from E.Lomax’s autobiography.   
Reading his account of what happened when he met his chief torturer, made 
it clear to me that forgiveness is not an act of giving in or even of giving.  
Instead,– forgiveness is for the benefit of the forgiver, not the forgiven. 
“Forgiveness in the Railway Man” on the Centre for Public Christianity’s 
website, about E.Lomax’s story, shows how forgiveness releases people from 
the destructiveness of hate.  This had trapped E.Lomax in a prison in his mind 
long after he was freed from the POW camp. 
The article says: 
“…Strangely enough, both victims and perpetrators of violence can be set free 
when victims choose forgiveness over revenge or… demonstrate the ‘will to 
embrace’ rather than exclude the other.” 
 

6 So, what WAS E.Oster’s intention - and The Altantic’s intention?   
The Last American Vagabond presents a well-argued hypothesis about what 
it was, in a Substack post, Final Thoughts On the Absurd Call for Pandemic 
Amnesty.   
 
I recommend reading this compelling post, which along with other 
commentators, argues that forgiveness has to follow an extreme and 
unprecedented level of accountability, truth, reconciliation and justice.  It also 
argues that E.Oster’s article doesn’t come anywhere near truth or 
accountability, let alone justice, which is the whole point.  The article’s 
purpose was to take the temperature of the water, so to speak.  It was a 
cunning and manipulative trap at a time when people are waking up to the 
lies at an unprecedented rate.   
Here’s a quote from the post: 
 
“There is no way that the establishment wants to be granted amnesty. That 
would unite the tribes, it would bring all sides together.  They have worked so 
hard to pit everyone against one another and have spent trillions of dollars to 
that end.  What purpose would it serve to bring us together? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mN9QaZGDOhE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Railway_Man_%28film%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Railway_Man_%28film%29
https://www.publicchristianity.org/forgiveness-in-the-railway-man/
https://tlavagabond.substack.com/p/final-thoughts-on-the-absurd-call?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1165771&post_id=83129859&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
https://tlavagabond.substack.com/p/final-thoughts-on-the-absurd-call?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1165771&post_id=83129859&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
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“They don’t have a reason to bring us together.  This article was just another 
inverted spell that they attempted to cast over us. In giving the impression that 
they were trying to bring people together, they were actually working to divide 
us once again. They were simply doing what they do best: exploiting us, and the 
situation, for their own benefit.” 
 
The film I referred to above, “The Railway Man,” is about forgiveness.  The 
article “Forgiveness in the Railway Man” makes the point that embracing – 
that is, full reconciliation - is only possible once the truth has been told and 
justice has been done.   
 
This means that the perpetrators have to accept responsibility for what has 
happened and for their role in it. 
E.Oster, however, hasn’t expressed either repentance or an apology for 
anything she did wrong.  When I say she did wrong – these are her words 
NOT mine.  If she didn’t do anything wrong herself – clearly she doesn’t need 
an amnesty. 
 
That’s not the only issue.  E.Oster also hasn’t said WHAT she means by a 
pandemic amnesty. 
 
She hasn’t said WHO she wants a pandemic amnesty for - herself, or other 
people as well?   
If other people - who ARE those other people? 
 
She hasn’t asked for an amnesty.   
She has said, rather, “let’s have an amnesty.” 
 
It’s all a bit woolly.  No – it’s extremely woolly.  This is an academic at an elite 
university, remember!  E.Oster cites some terrible actions that were, at the 
time, justified – supposedly - by the need to “keep people safe.”  Such as - 
beaches being closed.  Why does she mention this?  Not to make the point 
that this decision was not only a terrible one but a stupid one.  Rather, she 
makes it, it appears, to strengthen her argument that “we all made mistakes.”   
What?  Isn’t that about as reasonable as arguing that - if two people are 
running late by ten minutes - they’re only five minutes late each!   
Is it possible that E.Oster perhaps missed out on the grey-haired wisdom that 
often comes – or used to - from our grandmothers – in this case, being that 
“two wrongs don’t make a right”?   
 

7 So what would a pandemic amnesty look like?  Would it include any of the 
following elements, I wonder? 
 
Would the media stop using the inaccurate and deliberately divisive term 
“ant-vaxxer” about anyone – of any Covid injection status – who dares to 
think critically, ask questions or raise evidence-based concerns?   
Would the media admit that there’s been a huge transfer of wealth during 
the plandemic?  That is – from the people who have less to the people who 
already had more – and now have a LOT more. 
 

https://www.publicchristianity.org/forgiveness-in-the-railway-man/
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Would people who are damaged by Covid injections be permitted to 
disclose their injuries and illnesses on social media?   
 
Would it be possible to have a frank, honest discussion about Covid matters, 
without certain views being disallowed? 
 
Without these issues being resolved, how is the call for an amnesty NOT a 
case of saying “We got it wrong in so many ways.  Never mind.  Let’s move 
on and forget what happened.  In fact, let’s all pretend it didn’t happen – let’s 
ignore the consequences of those mistakes or incidences of wrongdoing.  
Trust the perpetrators who carried out the wrongdoing, so they can carry out 
further wrongdoing”. 
 
Deliberate or accidental as the wrongdoing was, it makes no difference when 
it comes to the consequences - shown beautifully in a film called “Doubt.”   
 
In this scene from the film, the new Catholic priest in the community 
surprises the congregation by giving a sermon about gossip.  He tells the 
story of an old woman who spread gossip about a neighbour – gossip that 
was certain to damage his reputation and his marriage, at least.  The woman 
went to confession and asked for forgiveness.  The priest’s answer was – 
YES, you can be forgiven by God.  BUT there was something she had to do 
before she was forgiven.  She had to put things right – she had to undo the 
damage she’d caused.  The priest told her to cut open a pillow and let all the 
feathers out of it from the roof.   
 
The old woman did as instructed and returned to the church to ask if God 
had now forgiven her.  The priest now explained that it was necessary to go 
and find all the feathers and put them back in the pillow.  The old woman 
was dumbstruck – she said she couldn’t do that – she had no idea where the 
feathers had gone.  They’d gone everywhere! 
 
So – I’d say to E.Oster and anyone else who’s saying we should have a 
pandemic amnesty – YES.  Let’s!   

Just as soon - that is - as you’ve acknowledged what needs to happen, 
as explained above, and actioned it. 
And just as soon as you’ve remedied all the consequences of your 
actions and non-actions.   
 

Instead of giving the impression that you’re waving a white FLAG, why don’t 
you get busy finding the white FEATHERS?    
 
When every one of those feathers – scattered by the wind as they’ve been – 
has been retrieved and they’re all back in the pillow…   
…THEN, maybe, we can talk.   
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp6rVrGmvMs
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 By: Helen King 

 Source: CONNECT: Magazine 

2 LINK The Atlantic: Emily Oster: Let’s Declare a Pandemic Amnesty   

2 LINK Dictionary.com: Definition of “Amnesty” 

2 LINK VOX: How Emily Oster became one of the most respected - and 
reviled - voices of the pandemic 

2 LINK Wikipedia: Ivy League 

3 LINK YouTube: Neil Oliver – ‘...they want us to do what?!? 

3 LINK YouTube: David Kurten: MSM calls for a Pandemic Amnesty 

4 LINK Substack: John Inazu: Is it Time for Pandemic Forgiveness? 

4 LINK Substack: Michael Wear: The Pandemic Amnesty No One Wants 

4 LINK YouTube: Kate Wand: “Pandemic Amnesty”: Do you Forgive and 
Forget? 

5 LINK Wikipedia: The Railway Man 

5 LINK Centre for Public Christianity: Forgiveness in the Railway Man     

6 LINK Substack: The Last American Vagabond: Final Thoughts On the 
Absurd Call for Pandemic Amnesty 

7 LINK YouTube: Doubt: Gossip 

 FURTHER READING 

 LINK Bitchute: Amazing Polly: Pandemic Amnesty? Not A Chance In Hell 

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

 
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 
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