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Feature: Special  

BBC  

The Truth About Colour  
 

 FS 1395 BE 

 Dr James’ Truth Coefficient is applied to another BBC story  

1 One of my recent articles was about an item of news reported by the BBC, 
that having Covid-19 was causing some people to develop new allergies to 
hair dye.   
As I said in my article, there are some things about the BBC’s story that in my 
view required the use of the Truth Coefficient process.  
 

2 We have written before about the Truth Coefficient, a useful tool created by 
Dr James for calculating the probability of an item being true.  So, what is my 
TC value for this piece of BBC news?  What is the probability of it being True? 
I will apply the TC process to each statement made in the article and video. 
  

3 Firstly, a summary of the BBC news story.   
 
On 23sep21, the BBC published a short-written article and a 2-minute video. 
The article, by a reporter called Frankie McCamley, said: 
 
Hairdressers in parts of the UK are reporting clients having new allergic 
reactions, like rashes and burns, to hair dye after contracting coronavirus. 
 
Scientists at Imperial College London are now researching how the disease 
could be reprogramming our immune system, in a similar way to other illnesses. 
 
The trade body that represents hairdressers and beauticians is warning 
professionals to carry out additional patch tests to avoid facing legal action. 
 
Gemma suffered a reaction to a patch test despite using the same hair dye for 
years. She had also recovered from a previous Covid infection. Her salon says it 
has seen four clients with the same issue since it began compulsory patch tests 
for all clients. 
 

4 The statements made in the video are: 
 
Firstly, “Gemma”, the client referred to in the article, tells her story. 
Gemma refers to her whole face and scalp.  She goes on to explain that her 
face and scalp have not been harmed – the point is, they would have been if 
she had not had a patch test. 
 
We are informed, next, by the BBC, that hair salons and clients are reporting 
new allergic reactions to hair dye, which seems to affect those with past 
coronavirus infections, and that many illnesses can affect our immune 
systems. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-58651244
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We are also told by the BBC: 

“Scientists are now studying the link between Covid-19 and new allergies, 
but the full extent of the problem is currently unknown.” 
 

Gemma’s hairdresser appears next.  She says: 
“I was picking up and seeing a lot of reports from stylists and salon 
owners saying that people were having new reactions they had not had 
before.”  These reports really alerted the hairdresser to “something is 
going on here.” 

 
She adds that, because she knows Gemma well: 

“I know that Gemma did have Covid back in January.  “My first impression 
was that: was there a link there?” 
 

The hairdresser says that she has also had other clients with the same issue. 
 

5 An immunologist, Prof Danny Altmann from Imperial College, says: 
“So what we’re saying is that amongst the many bizarre and horrible things that 
the virus does, one of the things it seems to be able to do is just reprogramme 
and tune up and tune down different parts of the immune response.” 
 
A message on the screen says that the National Hair and Beauty Federation 
encourages patch tests and says more scientific evidence is needed before 
taking any further action.   
 

6 So, I will now apply Dr James’ process to score the probability of Truth. 
 

7 Statement 1: 
Hairdressers in parts of the UK are reporting clients having new allergic 
reactions, like rashes and burns, to hair dye after contracting coronavirus. 
Source: BBC 
 
This statement is corroborated by the hairdresser in the video.  The 
hairdresser refers to reports from other hairdressers and first-hand evidence 
- her own clients. 
 
Now my TC analysis and calculation for this statement: 
The BBC does not provide any links to sources of evidence for this 
statement. 
I would expect the statement to originate from a hairdressers’ industry body 
– the National Hair and Beauty Federation, perhaps – but it does not.  So, we 
have only the BBC’s word for it and one hairdresser, who refers to other 
hairdressers but again, gives no sources of evidence – such as, social media, 
friends who are also hairdressers, an industry website. 
If she had evidenced what she said and had been speaking on a different 
platform, I would have awarded her close to the maximum value of 10/10. 
However, there are several issues.   
Firstly, the written article says that Gemma’s salon has seen four clients with 
the same issue.  Perhaps FIVE, with Gemma.  This does not sound like too 
many, really.     

https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_78c04fcb3f4e4a108d5234686c14d617.pdf
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Secondly, it has come to light in recent times that people interviewed by the 
BBC are briefed on what the BBC want them to say. [John O’Looney]   
Thirdly, the BBC should have checked with the National Hair and Beauty 
Federation – who say: 

“There is no scientific evidence that just having COVID causes allergic 
reaction to hair colour or any other treatments… 
 

So, given all of the above, I have to adjust my TC value for the hairdresser’s 
statement.  I will award it a value of 5/10. 
 

8 Statement 2: 
Scientists at Imperial College London are now researching how the disease 
could be reprogramming our immune system, in a similar way to other illnesses. 
 
I assume that the reason Prof Danny Altmann from Imperial College appears 
in the BBC’s video is to corroborate this statement by the BBC.   
But Prof Altmann doesn’t say that he or anyone else at Imperial is doing such 
research.   
All he says is that the virus “seems to” be able to “just reprogramme and tune 
up and tune down different parts of the immune response.” 
 
I said in my previous article that I could not find any references to this 
research. 
Leaving aside the research, what is my TC value for Prof Altmann’s 
statement? 
Because his statement doesn’t support what the BBC is saying, he is more 
likely to be speaking the truth and less likely to have been briefed on what to 
say. 
I would give his statement a TC value of: 9/10.  But Prof Altmann does not 
seem certain of what he says.  He says “seems to.” 
 
Due to this, I have to adjust my TC value to 6/10. 
 

9 Statement 3: 
The trade body that represents hairdressers and beauticians is warning 
professionals to carry out additional patch tests to avoid facing legal action. 
 
Although the BBC did not link to evidence or even name the trade body, as I 
said above, this statement IS corroborated by the National Hair and Beauty 
Federation.  
 
I therefore give this statement by the BBC a TC value of 10/10. 
Meaning – in my own assessment - It’s highly likely to be true. 
 

10 Time to Sum Up: 
 
Frankie McCamley – the BBC reporter - has told people several things. 
Those things cover three subject areas, being: 
 

https://www.covidtruths.co.uk/2021/09/funeral-director-john-olooney-blows-the-whistle-on-covid/
https://twnews.nl/gb-news/can-coronavirus-make-you-allergic-to-hair-dye
https://twnews.nl/gb-news/can-coronavirus-make-you-allergic-to-hair-dye
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Allergic reaction to hair colour; 
The need for patch tests to avoid the above; 
The possibility that C-19 reprogrammes people’s immune systems. 

 
In my view, McCamley has deliberately sent a particular message - that 
having Covid-19 can cause new allergic reactions, including to hair dye.   
 
This piece by McCamley is NOT news.   
 
At first glance, it was quite convincing – but when I dug a little deeper, I 
realised just how flimsy the piece was.  These are the reasons: 
 

No evidence or links to support statements; 
Statements that are contradicted by experts. 
No mention of possible changes in the actual dye content.  

 
Questionable evidence from the hairdresser:  

“Gemma had Covid-19 in January” – Gemma’s illness of eight months 
ago HAS to be the cause for her new allergy to her hair dye.  There is 
no mention by the BBC or the hairdresser of any other possible cause.  
The hairdresser did not say that all the clients who have new allergies 
had had Covid-19.   
Was Gemma coaxed by the BBC just like John O’Looney was? 

 
Weak evidence from the immunologist:  

“The virus seems to reprogramme our immune systems.” 
“Seems to” – not DOES or could do – but we will investigate! 

 
And then there is this. 
Eight months is a long time in hair colouring circles.  Before Covid hit our 
salon, my partner and I were having hair colouring every 6weeks – at LEAST. 
   
Could something else be reprogramming people’s immune systems? 
I don’t know what that might be – a new experimental injection, perhaps, 
which works on a platform of genetic code – which also tinkers with the 
immune system in a radical way?  These injections have been administered 
to a large number of people – including those of us who have their hair 
coloured – and they have been administered much more recently.  It is in 
that much shorter time frame that the problems connected with hair 
colouring have been highlighted [no pun intended]. 
 
I do not doubt that some people are having new allergic reactions to hair 
colour.  I know it happens – I’ve had it myself, thankfully in a minor way.  
 
But the BBC only offers one possible cause for these reactions – these new 
allergies – and that cause is Covid-19.  Nothing else is even mentioned.   
 
So, what might be going on?  What might all these people have in common 
over the last few months? 
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Could it be the Covid-19 inoculation?  So many have had it – so they tell us. 
 
I’m not saying that the inoculation is causing allergic reactions to hair dye.  It 
just might be.  My point is simply that the media constantly tells us 
“Correlation is not the same as causality.” 
Except, it seems that sometimes – when it suits the BBC – it IS the same. 
 
Could telling people that they might react badly to hair colour make them 
more scared of getting Covid-19?  I’d say so.  Do the media and the political 
class want people to be more scared of getting Covid-19?  I’d say so.  They 
want everyone to have the inoculation – including our children who have 
shown themselves to have near-complete immunity.   
 
For these reasons, I would say that this piece by the BBC is propaganda 
designed to scare more people into having the experimental inoculation.   
This has been analysed and seen in a number of their reports and it would do 
us all a great service if we all became just a little more – and ideally a whole 
lot more - discerning! 
 
So, my final TC score. 
Due to the lack of a balanced and professional piece of journalism – which 
also lacks references to information sources and the obvious related 
questions that are begging to be heard – the 5/10 score given in para7 is 
further downgraded to 3/10.  This equates to a rather generous 30% chance 
of the BBC piece being true.  How sad – since they used to be so good. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

 LINK: BBC – Covid-19: New allergic reactions to hair dye reported 

 LINK:  John O’Looney and Funeral Director – blows the whistle 

 FURTHER READING 

 LINK:  The National Hair and Beauty Federation 

 LINK:  Imperial College, London 

 LINK:  Dr James – Truth Coefficients explained 

 

  
 END 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-58651244
https://www.covidtruths.co.uk/2021/09/funeral-director-john-olooney-blows-the-whistle-on-covid/
https://www.nhbf.co.uk/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_78c04fcb3f4e4a108d5234686c14d617.pdf

