
Magazine: Tetbury CONNECT  
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Over The Water News  

  

It’s All About The Journey   
 

 2155 KC  

  Is it time for our young people to reconnect with an ancient tradition? 

1 I stopped in my tracks at the sight of three young people – two 
men and a woman – walking jauntily along in black bell-bottom 
corduroys and velvet waistcoats with pearly buttons.  On their 
backs were leather backpacks with cloth packages attached.  In 
their hands, they sported twisted wooden walking sticks.  
 

 

2 My first thought was that they must be actors - from a film set in 
the Middle Ages.  I was wrong.  They were travelling 
tradespeople – part of the ancient Journeymen tradition – and 
they were heading for a church, where they planned to sleep 
that night. 
 

 

3 It was the winter of 2021, dusk was falling and I had just emerged from a shop 
onto the main street of Aberdeen.   
Struck by the strangers’ attire, I hailed them at once to ask about it - they 
were happy to talk. 
In no time, I had invited them to stay the night at my home – or rather, my 
son’s.  I was staying there alone and the flat had a guest bedroom and a sofa 
bed in the living room. 
 
My new companions, Kristine, Lukas and Fabian, offered to cook dinner.  We 
bought food to make curry and as night fell, we headed to the flat, with me 
pushing my bike, the groceries strapped to it. 
Taking a welcome four-pack of Thatcher’s out of the fridge, we sat over cider 
and I discovered who these young people were - and what they were doing 
so far from their home in Germany.   
 
Incredibly, they were travelling from job to job, without mobile phones, 
relying on word-of-mouth and possibly email at internet cafes – does that still 
exist?  
 

4 The term Journeyman comes from the French word “Journée” which means 
workmen and women who are paid on a day-to-day basis.  Contrary to the 
common view of Medieval cathedrals being built by slave labour, it’s likely 
that the majority of workers were free itinerant craftsmen, in contrast to the 
land-bound serfs, who were often tied by an oath of fealty.  
‘’Journeymen’, traditionally, in the Middle Ages, were a step up from 
apprentices and a step down from master craftsmen.  The tradition of 
Journeymen continues in France, Scandinavia and German-speaking 
countries today.   
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The traditions of the ‘Journeyman’ prohibited Kristine, Lukas and Fabian from 
returning home from their ‘journey’ for three years and a day.  They had 
gained enough skills and knowledge to enable them to ply their trade ‘on the 
hoof’ and earn money for doing so, in the hope of perhaps one day attaining 
‘master crafts[wo]man’ status. 
 
They carry some of their own tools and might also use those on site.  Itinerant 
trades are diverse and still include leatherwork, woodturning, saddlery, 
shoemaking, stone masonry, blacksmithing and other skills.   
In Germany, there are five Journeyman Guilds, two of which accept women.  
It is not necessary to be a member of a guild, however; it is possible to 
journey under your own steam as a ‘free traveller’.  
 
Journey[wo]men have mentors that sometimes accompany them at the 
outset of their journey, who teach them about practicalities - and most 
importantly, etiquette. Reputation is everything, since they rely on being 
welcomed into homes and businesses globally, often spontaneously, and 
they want to leave a positive impression – one that would always allow them 
to be welcomed back again.   
 
Journeymen are supposed to travel on foot, or by hitchhiking; if they travel 
by bus or train, passage is supposed to be offered freely.  They can also 
travel by bicycle. 
 
They carry a “Wanderbuch” [book] in which hosts and employers can write 
testimonials about their skills and conduct.  On that note, Kristine, Lukas and 
Fabian impressed me a lot during their short stay with me.  They leapt into 
the cooking but, not only that - they cleaned and vacuumed, stripped the 
beds and even aired the rooms the next morning.    
    

5 Traditionally, the rules of Journeymen are that they must be under thirty 
years of age, debt-free, single and without children, to ensure that they are 
not running away from responsibilities at home.  
 
The close relationships developed between these itinerant tradespeople and 
their hosts often offer a kind of ‘emotional and social glue’ whilst also 
preserving precious cultural traditions and techniques, helping to stem the 
tide of isolation that plagues so many people in our modern western world. 
Having said that, the last job my crew came from hadn’t been too lucrative.  
Kristine, who was a carpenter, told me that she had made a door from 
scratch, amongst other things, for a strapped-for-cash couple living in a 
community in Scotland.  Perhaps, I thought, the exchange was board and 
lodgings only on that occasion. 
 
After my overnight guests left I did some online research about the 
Journeyman tradition – it was fascinating.  In addition to articles on Wikipedia 
and Britannica, two other articles are particularly memorable. 
 
One on Journey2Eafs: The Journeyman – The Art Of Journey really explains 
the tradition well, including the Journeyman uniform – which was the reason 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journeyman
https://www.britannica.com/topic/journeyman
https://journey2eafs.wordpress.com/2015/09/25/the-journeyman-the-art-of-journey/
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I noticed Kristine, Lukas and Fabian – they really stood out!     
I was incredibly moved by “The Wander Years” in The German Times, Nina 
Kallmeier’s story.  This courageous woman – when aged only 21 – became a 
journeywoman – travelling to Mexico, the USA, Canada, New Zealand and 
Japan.  Nina did not return home for four years, 
 

6 Although the British version of the Journeyman tradition has, sadly, died out, 
meeting Kristine, Lukas and Fabian has given me hope for the future.  It was a 
positive experience to see young people as part of a system passing on 
knowledge and skills face to face, rather than following systems that are 
increasingly data- and technology-driven, and to witness them being happy 
to chat all evening, with a sense of ease - rather than being glued to their 
screens.  
 
I hope this tradition flourishes globally, enabling young people to gain high 
level and culturally diverse and distinctive practical and social skills whilst 
adventuring in the process.  
 

7 In the morning I walked with them along the River Don and pointed them 
towards the stunning Saint Machar’s Cathedral.   
 
As they headed off to see work that might well have been carried out by 
Journeymen [or Journeywomen] just like them, back in another time, I 
reflected that I would be happy to have them back any time.  I felt sad that 
they had left so quickly and I wished I had some woodworking tasks I could 
have set them, to give them a reason to stay longer.   
 
Perhaps another time, I thought, as I watched them walk away to continue 
their journey. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Francoise Elvin 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

5 LINK: Wikipedia: Journeyman 

5 LINK: Britannica: Journeyman 
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 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 
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