
Magazine: CONNECT M3  
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Special Feature  

CONNECT  

The Power Of A Good Story   
 

 3105 TB 

 Whether low-tech or high-tech – all stories start and end with the human mind. 

1 It’s easy to forget that, bombarded as we are from every direction – it seems 
- by different messages, the messages we take notice of are the ones that 
tell a story.  Whatever form the message takes – it’s about THE STORY. 
 

 So - what makes a good story?  There’ll be as many answers to that question 
as there are people in the world.  Or will there?  Could it be that the answer 
doesn’t depend on whether a story is fact or fiction - paranormal romance or 
steampunk thriller?  Could it be, rather, that all “good stories” have certain 
characteristics?  And that these go way beyond “beginning, middle and end”? 
  

  

 

 
  

2 As I write this, Artificial Intelligence [Ai] is increasingly being given 
opportunities to participate in various forms of artistic creation.  This is, of 
course, inclusive - and who can [or is allowed to?] argue against inclusion? 
 
Such works of artistic creation by Ai include, naturally, writing fictional stories 
and poetry.  Writing by Ai, in this case Chat GPT [Generative Pretrained 
Transformer], is the subject of a recent article in “Writing” Magazine.  The 
article’s author, Gary Dalkin, asked - might writers [of the human variety] be 
under threat as a result?  His conclusion was - yes.  Copywriters will become 
replaced by machines first, followed eventually by novelists.   
I say eventually – G.Dalkin suggested that it may only be a year or two before 
Ai can write something that reads like “a real novel.”  On a positive note, 
G.Dalkin believes that Ai-produced fiction stories will always be “creatively 
empty” because Ai can’t create good – or in effect, real - stories.  To do so 
requires “real intelligence” as opposed to artificial.  His next question is - will 
most readers notice the difference?  Such interesting times we live in!   
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The question of whether Ai can write good stories is a fascinating one.  The 
above article ends by saying that – at least for now – original storytelling 
remains firmly in the domain of the human imagination.  This conclusion 
reminds me of a question about Ai’s artistic ability in the film “I, Robot.”  The 
question was asked by a human and answered brilliantly – and so quickly – 
by a robot, as can be seen on YouTube in I robot clip "Can you?" 
That was a case of “Humans, nil – Ai, one.”  But, as I asked above, what makes 
a good story? 
 

3 Before I explore that question, let’s consider for a moment the messaging 
we’re bombarded with and the information that we often seek out.   
 
Sometimes our aim is to be entertained.  Sometimes, it’s to be informed.  
Sometimes, it’s to better understand.  It might be visual – a film, an animation, 
a graphic novel or a cartoon.  It might be audial – listening to someone tell us 
something.  Or it might be in the form of the written word, a book or online 
material.  Then there are the many variations of media and multi-media – 
there’s so much choice! 
 
The technology however is not important.  While the new forms of media 
that are used for storytelling in today’s world might be exciting - in one sense 
at least, they are nothing new.   
 
Stories were told originally – we assume - by being spoken aloud by a 
person.  Later, a new form of media was introduced – creating images on 
rocks and inside caves.   
Or could it, perhaps, have been the other way around?   
 
Writing came later, we believe, and then some time later, moving images 
that told stories – film.  Could there also have been other forms of 
storytelling that we – at least, we in the west - know nothing about?   
 
Whatever form the storytelling takes, however – whatever the media – the 
human brain responds to content by looking for the story.   
Why do we do this?  To make sense of the experience.  This process is 
explained in an article by Pamela B Rutledge on Psychology Today’s website 
called The Psychological Power of Storytelling.  In short, no matter which 
technology is used to convey the message, the meaning of the message 
starts in our brains.  The success of the message depends on the resonance, 
authenticity and richness of the story – qualities that, irrespective of the 
technology, are created by the storyteller.   
 
As the article explains, stories bring us to the core of experiences and there 
are many reasons why they do so.   
Here are just a few of the reasons: 
 
Stories connect us to universal truths and engage us through emotion; 
They enable us to understand ourselves better and find common ground 
with other people; 
Stories are how we think – they’re how we make meaning out of life.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfAHbm7G2R0
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/positively-media/201101/the-psychological-power-storytelling
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In terms of messaging and communications, the most important point the 
article makes about stories is that: 
 
Stories are how we: 
Make decisions; 
Justify our decisions; 
Persuade other people to see things differently. 
 

4 Stories engage our right brain and trigger our imagination.  By engaging our 
imagination, we become participants in the narrative. We can step out of our 
own shoes and see things differently – we can look through the telescope 
from the other end as suggested in an article on CONNECT:  Nelson Said – “I 
See No Ships” M-3065 RD. 
 
This concept is brought to life in The Power Of A Story, a fast-moving one-
and-a-half-minute video by Jason Silva.  This video tells us a story, in which 
stories are a form of “cognitive technology.”  Stories are a “deciphering 
mechanism” to abstract meaningful patterns out of our lives – to turn every 
experience into a meaningful experience.   
I recommend watching this great video! 
 
So – what makes a good story? 
Having offered two perspectives on this above, I’ll give two examples of what 
I consider to be good stories. 
 
The Emperor’s New Clothes, firstly, is a well-known fairy tale by Hans 
Christian Andersen.  The Emperor’s New Clothes Story ~ Bedtime Stories is 
an adapted version of this story - presented by Stories To Grow By – which 
includes some great illustrations created by children. 
   
As a Wikipedia article Fairy tale explains, a fairy tale does not necessarily 
involve fairies but is a short story in the folklore genre.   
I have to say – I believe that this story has been mis-genred.   
 
Why do I say this?  Because the Wikipedia article says a "fairy tale" or "fairy 
story" is a far-fetched story or tall tale - and the term is used especially to 
describe any story that not only is not true, but could not possibly be true. 
 
But why COULDN’T The Emperor’s New Clothes be a true story?  The story 
doesn’t involve any magical or supernatural elements – just everyday objects 
and characters we’re all used to, such as emperors and swindlers.   
In the story, the emperor chooses to believe what the tailors, who are 
swindlers, tell him - that the cloth they use to make clothes can’t be seen by 
just anyone.    
Only “special” people – the best - can see the magic cloth.  People who 
aren’t smart or excellent won’t see it.  Yes, the word magic appears in the 
story - it’s not magic, however.  It’s trickery – lies – a behaviour that exists in 
our “real world” rather than merely in a “fairy tale” world. 
 

https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_dd35356e94d04ee5acaa0aa86eb74434.pdf
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_dd35356e94d04ee5acaa0aa86eb74434.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHZ72NkBueU
https://storiestogrowby.org/story/early-reader-emperors-new-clothes-english-stories-kids/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy_tale
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So, if The Emperor’s New Clothes isn’t a fairy story, is it a fable - because it 
carries a moral lesson - or a parable because its characters are all human?   
Confusing, isn’t it, all this genre stuff… 
 
Further evidence for the non-fairy debate has come from the philosopher 
Julian Ruechel, who has argued that The Emperor’s New Clothes IS 
happening in real life.   
An article on CONNECT: The Emperor Has No Clothes – NI-1312BD 
summarises his argument, which is that: 
 
Information – data - doesn’t change people’s minds - or their hearts – until 
after they start to question the narrative.  To start questioning the narrative, 
people need to have at least a seed of doubt, which does not come from 
data.  Doubt comes first; the need for data follows.  When people are under a 
spell, data does not have the power to break the spell. 
 
In Hans Christian Andersen's story, everyone pretended that the emperor 
was dressed in fine new materials, even though they could see that he was 
naked.   
It was only when someone who was not afraid - a child - said out loud: “the 
Emperor is naked” that the spell was broken and people were able to see 
that, indeed, he WAS naked. 
 
J.Ruechel argues that people in our present-day “real world” are under a 
spell, which is why tyranny across the world is being ushered in while most 
people are under a spell that prevents them from recognising that this is the 
case - or at least, stops them from admitting that it’s the case.   
Just like the people in the story, who pretended that the emperor was 
clothed, he argues, the reason they are under a spell is – FEAR.  As in the 
story, this fear has arisen out of a need for certainty – and so, people reject 
anything that undermines certainty – even when that means denying the 
evidence of their own senses.   
The spell can only be broken in the same way as it is in the story - by having 
the courage to tell the truth – and doing so, like the child who shouts out in 
the story that the emperor is naked, in public.  
 

5 The second story I’ll reference, The Jones Plantation, is presented on 
YouTube by Larken Rose in the form of a video.  This twelve-minute story, 
told in a series of still images together with a spoken narration – perhaps 
better described as an audial dramatisation - is a story about Mr Jones and 
Mr Smith.   
 
Perhaps the principle of the Non-Zero Sum Game – a game in which one 
person’s win does not necessarily mean their “opponent’s” loss - might be an 
appropriate way to explain the choice, in this story, between our two 
characters - Mr Smith and Mr Jones.   
 
For me, the story illustrates what we’re told by Pamela Rutledge and Jason 
Silva as well as the argument of Julius Ruechel - that fear makes people 
unable to face uncertainty.  When we’re afraid, we have a strong tendency to 
reach for something to grasp onto.  I have here the mental image of a 

https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_ad71c58604cd4bbc9cc2af4236a54f80.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb8Rj5xkDPk
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drowning person reaching out for something solid – and almost anything will 
do. 
 
Are both of the above stories good illustrations, perhaps, of  

 
comfortable untruths 

versus 
uncomfortable truths? 

 
I really do recommend that readers watch The Jones Plantation.  It’s brilliant 
– in my opinion!  I have to say that watching this story had a profound effect 
on me and I believe that it will have a similarly profound impact upon others. 

 
6 Oddly enough, I recently experienced my own story of Smith and Jones.  As 

in so many good stories, this story is a blend of fact and fiction and of course 
– the names have been changed! 
 
A very nice gentleman, or so he seemed to be, knocked on the door.  When 
we opened the door, he introduced himself as Mr Smith.   
Mr Smith explained that he was standing, in the forthcoming election, against 
his opponent Mr Jones, who currently runs things in this area. 
 
Now, Mr Smith said that, if he – Mr Smith - won the election, more money 
would be spent on public services and local people would have more say in 
decision-making that affected them.  I can’t remember exactly what else he 
said – but in short - Mr Smith said that, if he won the election, our lives would 
be far better than they are now, with things being run by Mr Jones.   
 
If on the other hand, Mr Jones won, our lives – and the lives of everyone in 
the area – might well be, I believe the expression is,  nasty, brutish and short.  
We should therefore vote for Mr Smith – that’s what he said.   
 
Just after we told him that Mr Jones had said the same thing before we voted 
for him – Mr Jones - in the last election, Mr Smith sadly had to leave, to knock 
on someone else’s door.  This was a pity, because we didn’t have time to 
discuss how, when Mr Jones said the same thing last time around, Mr Smith 
had been in charge.  We had believed Mr Jones and voted for him, hoping 
and believing that under Mr Jones, our lives would be better than they were 
under Mr Smith. 
Our lives weren’t better, however.   
 
We would have explained this to Mr Smith.  We’d also have asked him why 
he hadn’t responded to my communication about new homes.  Homes, that 
people would want to live in, as opposed to “human warehousing” – the topic 
of my article on CONNECT, A New Car Park With Housing? – M-3045 QB.  
Except that he’d gone.   
 

7 The Jones Plantation story, fortunately, arrived - dropped into my lap - at just 
the right time, enabling me to understand my real-life Smith and Jones story.  
That’s the power of a good story in action!   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb8Rj5xkDPk
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_986fe76438bf482091ab26a41492d3a9.pdf
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This story, which could perhaps be seen as an adult’s version of The 
Emperor’s New Clothes, gave me a way to understand that I can’t – and 
won’t - settle for what Mr Smith and Mr Jones are offering.  It also enabled 
me to understand WHY I can’t and won’t do so.   
 
The story enabled me to understand, at a different and deeper level than I 
had before, how Smith and Jones - in their many guises, in different places 
and at different times – work.  They work by persuading people that, if they 
follow them – that is, Smith or Jones - life will be better. 
 
I wouldn’t be doing justice to The Jones Plantation if I described the story 
here, so I’m not going to!  For me, this story shows that, when people are 
under a spell, it’s incredibly difficult to break the spell.   
 
If you think spells belong only in fairy stories, this story might change your 
mind about that - and perhaps your heart as well - in ways that pure 
information and data can’t.   
 
As I said, I really recommend watching it!    
 

 The CONNECT LIBRARY  
 
We have compiled a library of interesting articles across a wide range of 
subjects - and they are all accessible to our interested readers. 
They take the form of webpages, PDFs, audios and videos. 
 
Some of the articles have been published by CONNECT but many have 
simply been catalogued for general reference and expanded research. 
 
Further articles relative to the subjects covered in this magazine article can 
be read under their respective headings, in our different Reading Rooms. 
 
The CONNECT Library is free to join and is being added to every week. 
Register here today and gain access to thousands of articles on your subjects 
of interest – using it as your reference library to return to whenever you wish.     
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Contact/Source: CONNECT: Magazine 

2 LINK YouTube: I robot clip "Can you?" 

3 LINK Psychology Today: Pamela B Rutledge: The Psychological Power of 
Storytelling 

4 LINK CONNECT:  Nelson Said – “I See No Ships” - M-3065 RD 

4 LINK YouTube: Jason Silva: The Power of a Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb8Rj5xkDPk
https://www.connect-m3.com/library
https://www.connect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfAHbm7G2R0
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/positively-media/201101/the-psychological-power-storytelling
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_dd35356e94d04ee5acaa0aa86eb74434.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHZ72NkBueU
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4 LINK Stories To Grow By: The Emperor’s New Clothes  

4 LINK Wikipedia: Fairy tale 

4 LINK CONNECT: The Emperor Has No Clothes - NI-1312 BD 

5 LINK YouTube: Larken Rose: The Jones Plantation 

6 LINK CONNECT: A New Car Park With Housing? – M-3045 QB 
 

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

 
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 
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