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National News  

THE TELEGRAPH  

Computer Says No!   
 

 2395 IB 

 Tobacco? Fine. Adult material? Fine. Prioritising children - you’re cancelled!   

1 If you thought “computer says no" was a purely British attitude, you’d be 
wrong.  PayPal, the online payments company based in the USA and 
operating across a great swathe of the world, has been afflicted by it.  
 

 The catchphrase “computer says no" first appeared in the TV series “Little 
Britain.”  It became popular shorthand for real-life reliance on digital 
information and a lack of human connection.  Could it be the reason PayPal 
has closed – without explanation - the account of an organisation that 
campaigns for children’s needs and wellbeing to be prioritised in the UK?  
 

  

 

 
  

2 The Wikipedia article on Computer Says No explains that the catchphrase, 
first used in the comedy series “Little Britain” in 2004, caught on – 
understandably!  The term became a criticism of public-facing organisations 
and customer service staff that rely on the information they can access on a 
computer to make decisions - including on how to respond to customers' 
requests.  Often, the answers conflict with common sense.  The phrase 
“computer says no" can also refer to a deliberately unhelpful attitude 
towards customers and service users. 
 
The article says that the "computer says no" attitude is often seen in larger 
companies that rely on digital information.   
Could this apply to PayPal?   
 

3 Us For Them is a parents’ campaign group in the UK that believes children 
must be central in all decisions that impact them, following the school 
closures and lockdown restrictions that began in 2020.  Us For Them 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_says_no
https://usforthem.co.uk/
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believes that there has been a disproportionate amount of harm caused to 
children and young people and that, as a society, they must now be our 
priority.   
 
In an article,  PayPal is trying to silence us on Spiked Online, Molly Kingsley, 
one of the founders, describes how – without any warning or explanation -  
PayPal told them it was going to close their account: 
 
“That was it.  No further explanation was given.  Our first reaction was simply 
shock… Surely, there had been some mistake, we thought.  PayPal couldn’t 
mean us, a group of parents and grandparents advocating for children.  A 
group that campaigned during the pandemic to keep schools open.  A group 
whose mission statement is for children to be ‘placed front and centre in all 
decisions impacting them’. Could PayPal really have had such an issue with ‘the 
nature of [our] activities’ that it would terminate our account without notice?” 
 
Molly points out that PayPal provides services to businesses and groups that 
some might deem controversial - tobacco companies, purveyors of ‘mature 
audience content’ and the Communist Party of Great Britain.  She says that, in 
a free and open society, that’s fair enough - but what is PayPal’s problem 
with Us For Them? 
   
It turned out that Us For Them were far from alone in being cancelled.  
PayPal had also done the same thing to several other campaigning and 
journalistic groups in the UK at about the same time.  They included the Free 
Speech Union, an organisation that defends people’s right to free speech, 
including academics who are de-platformed by a university for disagreeing 
with gender ideology.  Could the reason have been a genuine breach of 
PayPal’s rules by the Free Speech Union?   
 
Unlikely, since the founder Toby Young’s personal account was closed at 
the same time and so was the account for a news website he runs, the Daily 
Sceptic.  As Young says: 
 
“In every case, the reason given was the same: violating PayPal’s ‘Acceptable 
Use Policy’. It seems implausible that all three accounts could be guilty of 
exactly the same offence within minutes of each other.” 
 
Young says on the Free Speech Union website that PayPal closed a personal 
account belonging to an evolutionary biologist, Colin Wright, who disagrees 
with gender ideology.   
 
PayPal has also closed the account of Gays Against Groomers.  This US 
campaign group describes itself as a “coalition of gays against the 
sexualisation, indoctrination, and medicalization of children.”  Their stated 
mission is to safeguard children from abuse.   
The Dallas Express reported on this cancellation in PayPal, Venmo Ban 
LGBTQ+ Group [Venmo is a daughter platform of PayPal.]  The article also 
says that Florida’s Governor, Ron DeSantis, will act on the issue of “woke 
banking.”   
“Woke banking” is the current policy of Wall Street banks, credit card 

https://www.spiked-online.com/2022/09/23/paypal-is-trying-to-silence-us/
https://freespeechunion.org/
https://freespeechunion.org/
https://dailysceptic.org/2022/09/21/paypal-demonetises-the-daily-sceptic/
https://dailysceptic.org/2022/09/21/paypal-demonetises-the-daily-sceptic/
https://freespeechunion.org/
https://www.gaysagainstgroomers.com/about
https://dallasexpress.com/paypal-venmo-ban-lgbtq-group/
https://dallasexpress.com/paypal-venmo-ban-lgbtq-group/


Magazine: CONNECT M3  
 

3 | P a g e  
 

companies and money transmitters, such as PayPal, of discriminating against 
customers for their religious, political, or social beliefs.  DeSantis has said that 
he will work to prohibit such discrimination, which Toby Young has said he 
believes is PayPal’s reason for cancelling certain accounts, including his own, 
the Daily Sceptic’s and the Free Speech Union’s.   
 

4 The transcript of an interview with Toby Young by Laura Dodsworth appears 
on her Substack channel at PayPal censors Free Speech Union.  In the 
interview, Young says that he does not know of anyone who has had the 
PayPal decision to close their account reversed.   
 
This article, however, includes a revelation that is even more worrying.  Both 
Young and Laura Dodsworth are well aware of the dangers posed by a 
digital financial tech giant having so much power and so little accountability.  
As Young says on the Free Speech Union website: 

“This is a new low and takes us one step closer towards a Chinese-style 
social credit system in which those who do not toe the party line are shut 
out of the financial system.” 

 
Laura Dodsworth says the same on PayPal censors Free Speech Union: 

“Make no mistake: this is a chilling insight into a world of social credit 
scores and programmable currencies, where your money can be turned 
off at the flick of a switch if you don’t behave.” 

 
But her statement goes on to reveal that this is no conspiracy theory.  The 
Bank of England and the UK government Treasury are actively investigating 
the development of a Central Bank Digital Currency [CBDC.]  PayPal is one of 
the parties consulting with the Bank of England about whether – and how - 
to develop a CBDC.  PayPal and the other parties are listed in a news release 
from sep21 called Membership of CBDC Engagement and Technology 
Forums – this is on the Bank of England’s website. 
 
I ask - what protection will people have from the “computer says no” attitude 
of digital financial and tech giants like PayPal - which has the power now to 
switch off people’s access to funds?  How will people survive, if CBDC goes 
ahead, when they lose their ability to spend – because PayPal or another 
entity has shut it off without warning or explanation?  Not that warning or 
explanation would solve the problem! 
I ask – is it right that a corporation has so much control over people’s lives? 
 

5 There IS good news about PayPal’s actions – or what, at least, appears to be 
good news.   
 
PayPal has reinstated Us For Them’s account - although not, it appears, 
anyone else’s – saying that they had been “over-zealous.”   
PayPal has not, however, given any explanation or apology to Us For Them – 
or any guarantee that they won’t cancel their account again. 
 
The cancellations have been covered by the mainstream media, including 
the Today programme on BBC Radio 4. 
 

https://lauradodsworth.substack.com/p/paypal-censors-free-speech-union
https://freespeechunion.org/
https://lauradodsworth.substack.com/p/paypal-censors-free-speech-union
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/news/2021/september/membership-of-cbdc-engagement-and-technology-forums
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/news/2021/september/membership-of-cbdc-engagement-and-technology-forums
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The cancellations have brought pushback from Members of Parliament and 
celebrities, including comedian Jack Dee, who cancelled his PayPal account 
in disgust.  Dee is far from alone - the hashtag #BOYCOTTPAYPAL has been 
trending. 
 
42 MPs have asked Jacob Rees-Mogg, Secretary of State for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy and Andrew Griffith, Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury, to request the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential 
Regulation Authority to address PayPal’s ability to impose economic 
sanctions and look at new legislation to protect individuals and groups.  
 
The Telegraph reported in PayPal could be banned from blocking accounts 
of campaign groups for political reasons that the MPs had even apparently 
said that it was  

“hard to avoid construing PayPal’s actions as an orchestrated, politically 
motivated move to silence critical or dissenting views on these topics 
within the UK”.   
 

The article also said that Penny Mordaunt, Leader of the Commons, had said 
that the unexplained removal of service by tech companies was a common 
theme amongst MPs’ casework. 
 
The Express reported in Jacob Rees-Mogg slams PayPal accusing it of 
pushing 'political opinions' on UK public that Rees-Mogg said: 

"Corporations such as PayPal should not take part in cancel culture and 
push political opinions on the British public.  It is particularly concerning 
that it appears to have censored the Free Speech Union. They need to 
justify their behaviour.” 

 
6 On the face of it, as I said, the above appears to be good news.  Although the 

only PayPal account that, as far I am aware, has been reinstated is Us For 
Them’s, a significant number of MPs appear to care about this issue - and to 
be taking action on it.  
 
There is interest, too, by the mainstream media.   
 
Does free speech suddenly matter to the establishment? 
 
Are people with power and influence finally waking up to the woke agenda? 
 
It's about time, if so! 
 

PS1 UPDATE: Since writing this article, there has been a major positive 
development. 
 
PayPal has reinstated the accounts of the Daily Sceptic, the Free Speech 
Union and Toby Young’s personal account.  There are links under Further 
Reading to media coverage of this development.   
 
The Daily Sceptic, the Free Speech Union and Toby Young can now access 

https://archive.ph/LvblX#selection-1209.1-1209.87
https://archive.ph/LvblX#selection-1209.1-1209.87
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1674803/jacob-rees-mogg-paypal-toby-young-free-speech-covid-19-misinformation-cancel-culture
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1674803/jacob-rees-mogg-paypal-toby-young-free-speech-covid-19-misinformation-cancel-culture
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their money – which they are going to move somewhere else – but I am not 
aware that anyone else’s cancelled accounts have been restored.    
 
This victory is a reminder that we need to come together and take action.  
According to the Daily Mail and MSN, PayPal decided to reinstate these 
accounts after receiving criticism from MPs and the media.   
  
PayPal has also said that, in making its decision to reinstate the accounts, it 
took on board the “input” it has received from people.   
I imagine that input was actually from all the people who closed their PayPal 
accounts and the criticism of PayPal’s actions in the mainstream media.     
 
So - People Power has won an important battle!  We still have a long way to 
go, of course, before the war against the “computer says no” culture by 
unaccountable corporate giants is eventually won, but let’s celebrate every 
battle we win along the way! 
 
The People say No! 
A new catch phrase. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: CONNECT: Magazine 

2 LINK Wikipedia: Computer Says No 

3 LINK Spiked: PayPal is trying to silence us 

3 LINK Us For Them 

3 LINK Free Speech Union: Press Release – PayPal De-platforms Free 
Speech Union 

3 LINK Daily Sceptic: PayPal Demonetises the Daily Sceptic 

3 LINK Gays Against Groomers 

3 LINK The Dallas Express: PayPal, Venmo Ban LGBTQ+ Group 

4 LINK Substack: Laura Dodsworth: PayPal censors Free Speech Union 

4 LINK Bank of England: Membership of CBDC Engagement and Technology 
Forums 

5 LINK Telegraph: PayPal shuts down accounts of Free Speech Union 

5 LINK Express: Jacob Rees-Mogg slams PayPal accusing it of pushing 
'political opinions' on UK public 

 FURTHER READING 

 LINK Medium: Giuseppe Sollazzo: PayPal closed my account with no 
explanation. It could happen to you 

https://www.connect-m3.com/magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_says_no
https://www.spiked-online.com/2022/09/23/paypal-is-trying-to-silence-us/
https://usforthem.co.uk/
https://freespeechunion.org/
https://dailysceptic.org/2022/09/21/paypal-demonetises-the-daily-sceptic/
https://www.gaysagainstgroomers.com/about
https://dallasexpress.com/paypal-venmo-ban-lgbtq-group/
https://lauradodsworth.substack.com/p/paypal-censors-free-speech-union
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/news/2021/september/membership-of-cbdc-engagement-and-technology-forums
https://archive.ph/y5jyf#selection-1193.1-1193.48
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1674803/jacob-rees-mogg-paypal-toby-young-free-speech-covid-19-misinformation-cancel-culture
https://puntofisso.medium.com/paypal-closed-my-account-with-no-explanation-it-could-happen-to-you-6ff0ba4ea95f
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 LINK Kinamedia: How PayPal closed my account with US$2,000 on it 

 LINK The Spectator: Toby Young: PayPal backs down 

 LINK Daily Mail: PayPal lifts ban on free speech chief Toby Young's 
accounts after outcry from MPs 

 LINK MSN: PayPal reinstates Free Speech Union accounts after being 
accused of ‘politically motivated’ ban 
 

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

 
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 

 

 

https://kinamedia.se/2019/04/01/how-paypal-closed-my-account-with-us2000-on-it/
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/paypal-has-restored-my-accounts
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11256777/PayPal-lifts-ban-free-speech-chief-Toby-Youngs-accounts-outcry-MPs.html
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/money/other/paypal-reinstates-free-speech-union-accounts-after-being-accused-of-e2-80-98politically-motivated-e2-80-99-ban/ar-AA12jPbH
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

