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It Was The Wrong Answer!   
 

 2185 NC 

 Hindsight is such a beautiful thing - but what a shame it is censored!  

1 It seems - there is never a week that goes by without something 
extraordinary happening in parliament.  Last week was no 
exception to this feature which is more like a rule of thumb.  
 

 

2 Neil Parish was – last week – a tory MP – not that colour has 
anything to do with it really.  This week he is just a farmer again, 
having lost the post of party whip – embarrassed himself and 
family due to his addiction - and, as a result, resigned his seat.  
In consequence of which, the relatively safe rural seat he 
occupied is now up for grabs in another by-election where the 
mood of the constituents will again be tested - on politics. 
 

 

3 Neil Parish did not feature among the stand-out members for anything he did 
or anything he said.  He was never a minister of state and was never likely to 
put his name on the voting sheet as a candidate to replace the sitting PM. 
 
He was in essence we believe a “Steady Eddy” type and generally liked as a 
representative of all those in the Devon constituency of Tiverton and Honiton. 
 
The fact he was a party whip – before having that post taken off him, due to 
an addiction of checking his phone for personal reasons whilst working on 
matters of state during our paid time – says this about Neil.  He was a 
follower of fashion – and by that, I mean he followed orders of the party 
hierarchy and whipped his fellow members into line, so to back whatever the 
government wanted to force through - as their choice of what looks right. 
 
Neil was therefore an obedient foot soldier - rather than an independent 
thinking, outspoken maverick type, representative of the people.  Such is the 
faulty nature of the current political system – we have so very few of those! 
   

4 But Neil Parish is going to be long remembered for his addiction and – from a 
PR perspective – for the very wrong answer he gave for checking his phone. 
 
Neil Parish – on apparently – two separate occasions in parliament was 
noticed looking at porn on his cell phone.  That was the first hint of a crime.  
The second hint of a crime was that – apparently – two female tory MPs 
found him doing this on two separate occasions.   
 
There are a number of questions which arise from this and let’s look at the 
first ones which will – I’m sure - have come to mind. 

1. Was it normal porn, gay porn, group porn or even child porn? 
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Apart from the latter - which would point to mental corruption and 
depravity - does it matter really which type it was?  There are more 
types I know - but thought I could limit the list to just these. 
 

2. Then there is the fact he was noticed - twice.  This is enough to hint at 
a habit at best and an addiction at worst.  Not only that, but Neil was 
noticed – not by other male MPs – but by female MPs – and twice! 
 

3. Who would bet against the notion that - every male MP in parliament 
will have watched some form of innocent porn at some time - leaving 
out where they will have done so?  I’m not wishing to be sexist here by 
excluding female MPs and am very aware these are adult issues, and 
they are not limited to gender - not being sure quite how many there 
are of those these days.  Next question. 
 

4. How was it Neil, that you were so close to these female MPs that they 
noticed what you had in your hand on that tiny little screen of yours – 
and twice?  Could it be - many will wonder - were they both supposed 
to notice?  And if they were, can we guess what might have been on 
your mind?  But let’s not go there shall we. 
 

Instead, let’s look at this question.  Why was it the wrong answer – and I ask 
that question wearing the hat of a PR and marketing consultant? 
 
The answer is that Neil should have gone with a version of the truth.  That 
would have been far more believable – if not perhaps 100% honest. 
 
Neil might have said, something like this: 

“Frankly, it was an immensely slow part of the day/s and I confess to a 
moment of weakness   

[two of them – as they were].   
I had been thinking about getting home to my wife and performing some 
husband type duties.  The pressure of work in recent months had dented 
my ardour and I wanted to get back to my previous level of performance.  
To get there, I indulged in some help to get the steam up”.  
 

Now, Neil would have been believed for that and would – I fancy – have 
been totally understood by any adult who knows something about ardours 
being dented.  The result could have been a bit of a giggle - behind hand-
covered faces - and the parliament world would have moved on.   Even his 
wife might have allowed him that – or not – depending on the truth of it.   
 
Instead, Neil chose a different truth and confessed that he had been 
searching for a site relative to farm tractors.  Being a farmer himself, it must 
have sounded to his mental reasoning, something which would be regarded 
as an innocent mistake - albeit twice.  
And twice makes it totally unbelievable Neil.   
     

5 Where this all goes now remains to be seen.  What I foresee however, is that 
the cringing reality of it all will doubtless occupy more precious airtime – and 
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almost certainly will divert some people’s attention away from the truly more 
important attention-demanding issues of our time.  
Things like – well I hardly need to list them do I! 
 
But here’s a thing – as they say these days in fashionable speak. 
 

6 This addiction thing - is an interesting one – and has been for some time. 
 
If Neil – or any MP – had been noticed staggering about the place – or a little 
less obviously, just having the whiff of alcohol about him/them, then the 
result could have been far different.  In fact, I would bet, no one in the public 
arena would have got to hear about it.  Not one person!  All that might have 
happened – and for all I know, does happen a dozen times or more a year – 
is that the offending MP would get a quiet word in their ear.  The message 
being - to be a little more discreet with the bottle habit OR get some help. 
 
I think I saw the headline of an article suggesting - that in the cleaning-up of 
parliament - which the Speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle is apparently proposing as 
a knee-jerk reaction to Neil’s story – that the MPs’ bars could be closed.  
Well, I’m all in favour of clipping the wings of parliamentarians – and for a 
host of reasons – but I would not be start with their drink’s bars!   
Prison bars, yes.     
 
Staying with the addiction theme though – how about this. 
 
There was a story that goes back to February 2020 which puzzled two 
constituents at the centre of it.  What happened – and by that, I mean, what 
was said – meant absolutely diddly squat to the pair who were in 
conversation with their local constituency MP in Tetbury.  For the MP - Sir 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown: Cotswolds constituency - it was a rare meeting with 
those who may have voted for him – but more likely had a question for him. 
And these two people did – have a question for him.    
 
So, what was it that was said? 
 

7 The question was contained in an A4 brown envelope.  At the wrapping up of 
the meeting, the two got their audience with the MP.  The pair introduced 
themselves to GCB and handed him their A4 brown envelope.  For evidence 
of submission, a photo was taken of the handover – all smiles and whistles. 
 
On being handed the A4 brown envelope, GCB could have said a thousand 
different things.  He may have said:  

• Thank you 
• Gosh – is this my Valentine’s Day Card?  Since it was that time! 
• This isn’t cash for questions in parliament – I hope? 

And the list of possible responses goes on. 
 

What the MP Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown: Cotswolds constituency – actually 
said was puzzling at the time and for months and months after. 
It was simply:  

“Is it drugs?” 
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8 How on earth does anyone get there – from being handed an A4 brown 
envelope – you will say? 
Well, the mist cleared and well over a year later – in the autumn of 2021. 
 
Take a look at these media stories. 
 
The Sun: JOINT OF ORDER Two drug dealers nicked in Parliament as 
hundreds of crimes recorded at home of democracy. 12oct21. 
 
The BBC: Parliament drug use claims to be raised with police this week. 
05dec21. 
 
The Mirror: Young Tory seen in Parliament bar with cocaine 'hanging from 
nostril'. 06dec21. 
 
The Independent: Minister admits he would be ‘surprised’ if parliament didn’t 
have illegal drug use. 06dec21. 
 
Lastly- 
The Mail Online: Drug scandal at the Houses of Parliament after traces of 
cocaine are found on toilets across Palace of Westminster. 15 Jul 2013. 
 
Yes – that’s where it goes back to – and probably much further back too! 
 
The full story from that encounter with the MP Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown : 
Cotswolds constituency is in this article “Is Your MP On Drugs?” 
 
Of course, what was said does not suggest for one minute that GCB was in 
the business – as a dealer or just an innocent user.  What it does suggest is 
perhaps, that A4 brown envelopes are possibly the delivery system of choice 
among the MPs - who are in the business – and the mere sight of one 
conjures up a certain idea.  I think that could be very close to it – but then 
who knows the real truth - GCB? 
 
And finally on this point of drugs. 
The widespread use of drugs in parliament – if that is correct – could go a 
long way to explaining the crass behaviour that goes on in that place – not to 
mention the poor decision making - which we all suffer from at one level or 
another. 
 

9 Returning to Neil very briefly – the man may have been improperly hounded 
in one respect at least.  As far as I’m aware, watching most types of porn isn’t 
yet against the law.  Spreading truths which run counter to the government’s 
version of it - is however set to become against the law in the Online Safety 
Bill.  
 
Aside from that - let us not forget, that watching porn is legal, even for the 
under-aged, although parents quite rightly do their best to restrict it.  Sharing 
it with others and causing offence in the process is against the law – I have 
learned.  And being found guilty of that crime can land you in gaol for some 
time.  Will it come to that for Neil we will wonder? 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/16400194/two-drug-dealers-nicked-in-parliament/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59539589
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/young-tory-seen-parliament-bar-25633254
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/parliament-mps-drugs-cocaine-use-b1970433.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2362866/Corridors-powder-Drug-scandal-Houses-Parliament-traces-cocaine-toilets-Palace-Westminster.html
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_4523fb8830b74b3797f1d31173731d51.pdf
https://fullfact.org/about/policy/online-safety-bill/
https://fullfact.org/about/policy/online-safety-bill/
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The world has certainly become a changed place since my youth and I feel 
for kids and parents and the online temptations that feed almost any 
appetite. 
Personally, I’m not in favour of censorship, generally – preferring the concept 
of good, clear, honest education overlaid with intelligent discernment.  
 
There was no need of censorship in my early teens, since there was no 
internet.  My closest encounter with porn came via certain well-worn pages 
of an Ian Fleming novel called “Goldfinger”.  
That was never going to fix anyone’s ardour!  But then again – imagination 
can fill in the gaps brilliantly.  Less Said - More Spoken!  
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

8 LINK The Sun: Two drug dealers nicked in Parliament 

8 LINK BBC: Parliament drug use claims 

8 LINK The Mirror: MP seen in Parliament bar with cocaine 

8 LINK The Independent: Minister admits he would be ‘surprised’ 

8 LINK The Mail Online: Drug scandal at the Houses of Parliament - 2013 

8 LINK Is Your MP On Drugs? 

9 LINK Proposed Bill to limit truth – The Online Safety Bill 
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