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Will Muzzling End On Twitter?   
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  Why are so many people so terrified of free speech? 

1 Twitter has entered a new era, now that it belongs to Elon Musk.   
So I’m being told. 
I really hope it’s true.   
  

 

2 According to the old media, the change of ownership has 
already sparked some high-profile departures from Twitter.  
Go in peace, as Neil Oliver would say, to all those people who 
are leaving because they find the phrase free speech “chilling.” 
  

 
 

3 As ever, the BBC has not allowed a mere absence of fact to stop them from 
reporting – in this case, to tell us how Twitter might change under Musk’s 
ownership.   
 
The first and third suggestions in Four ways Elon Musk might change Twitter 
are the most interesting.   
 
The first is about a potential loosening of the muzzling of tweets, while the 
third is that Twitter might deal with bots and other fake accounts. 
 
Predictably, the BBC has wheeled out “experts” to suggest Musk doesn’t 
really know what he is doing and could be in for a "rude awakening."  They 
suggest Twitter could be "easily weaponised" by criminals, bots and people 
using it for "malicious purposes" and to "incite hate and violence" - and that 
Musk is “relatively naïve” on the actual challenges involved in content 
moderation.   
 
The BBC’s suggestion that Twitter “could be” weaponised by criminals, bots, 
for malicious purposes and to incite hate and violence is laughable.   
 
Twitter has been used for all of these forms of wrongdoing.  I look forward to 
seeing the perpetrators facing appropriate consequences for the subversion 
of democratic processes through propaganda, fake news and aggressive 
control of the narrative.  This has included the silencing of any dissent against 
the government’s agenda – early and effective treatment for Covid being 
one example.   
 
I really do hope that Musk is genuine in his stated wish to reduce these 
issues on his newly acquired social media platform.  If so, the effects in our 
world could be major, in a most positive sense.    
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-61226282
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4 Musk is reported by Twitter, via its press release to PR Newswire Elon Musk 
to Acquire Twitter, as saying: 
 
“Free speech is the bedrock of a functioning democracy, and Twitter is the 
digital town square where matters vital to the future of humanity are debated.” 
 
He is also quoted as saying, in a letter to the chair of Twitter’s board: 
 
“I believe in Twitter’s potential to be the platform for free speech around the 
globe, and I believe free speech is a societal imperative for a functioning 
democracy…  
 
He also wrote, however: 
 
“I now realize the company will neither thrive nor serve this societal imperative in 
its current form.” 
 
PR Newswire’s article, along with Wired’s article How Elon Musk Won 
Twitter, really sums up what the “Elon Musk has bought Twitter, oh no, we’re 
doomed!” view we’re all supposed to hold is about. 
 
It's about freedom of expression. 
As the Wired article points out, freedom of expression is welcome – indeed, 
essential - for some people, while others are terrified of it: 
 
“It seems Elon Musk will almost inevitably assume control and ownership of 
Twitter—changing the face of the platform in the process.  
For some of Twitter’s millions of users, it’s a welcome development that gives 
them more freedom to say and do what they want.  
For others, it’s a worrying development with potentially chilling consequences.”  
  
Some people are afraid of losing their liberty. 
Others are afraid of liberty – perhaps not their own, but certainly, other 
people’s.  For such people, it appears that “free speech” on social media is a 
euphemism for a 24/7 barrage of verbal attacks or ideas that lead people to 
commit unspeakable acts.   
Why else would they be so terrified?   
  

5 For those who don’t agree that Twitter might be better under Elon Musk’s 
ownership, the Express has reported in Thinking of quitting Twitter after Elon 
Musk takeover? Here are the alternatives that – thankfully, as they put it - 
there are alternatives to turn to.  As I said – go in peace. 
    
Myself, I have no plans to leave Twitter.  Rather, I look forward to being able 
to tweet about certain subjects [early treatments for illnesses being among 
them], that aren’t currently allowed to be tweeted about, without using code 
and without hoping I won’t be banned from Twitter.   
Perhaps, under Elon Musk, that will be possible. 
 
What a pleasant thought.  In the meantime, I’ll just point out that committing 
unspeakable acts is rarely one of the consequences of free speech.  

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/elon-musk-to-acquire-twitter-301532245.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/elon-musk-to-acquire-twitter-301532245.html
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/elon-musk-buys-twitter-deal
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/elon-musk-buys-twitter-deal
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/science-technology/1601537/Quitting-Twitter-after-Elon-Musk-takeover-here-are-the-alternatives
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/science-technology/1601537/Quitting-Twitter-after-Elon-Musk-takeover-here-are-the-alternatives
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Committing unspeakable acts is a consequence of motivation and 
opportunity - and something that happens far more often under authoritarian 
regimes that muzzle free speech than in countries that allow it. 
 
An uncomfortable truth for some people is that committing unspeakable acts 
is not the same as saying something that offends or upsets someone.   
 
In any event, committing unspeakable acts is – or used to be, anyway– 
against the law, although we are now realising that this isn’t the case for the 
police, MPs and other privileged people.   
 
Being muzzled is not an acceptable price to pay for preventing a few people 
from being “upset” by something one has said.  Just as a reality check, some 
people find Roy Chubby Brown funny, while others find him offensive.   
 
Offensive aside, I didn’t find him funny.  The solution?  It isn’t high tech – I 
don’t watch him.  I don’t need Roy Chubby Brown to be against the law to 
protect me. 
 
Muzzling people won’t reduce the incidence of crimes that are committed by 
members of the self-appointed elite – not at all.  Not being able to talk about 
it will allow it to continue unfettered and take place more often.   
 
For most people, as I said, hearing someone expressing a view about 
something doesn’t lead to the hearer committing unspeakable acts.   
 
Except, I have to say, when it’s an “authority figure” expressing a view – in 
which case the problem is trust in that “authority figure” – not free speech. 
 

6 To me – and most people I know, as well as a great many people I don’t 
know but who I greatly respect – THIS is what free speech means: 
 
It means being able to express a view which opposes, contradicts or differs 
from someone else’s view.  That someone else includes my own 
government, other governments and so-called “authorities.” 
 
That someone else also includes wealthy people who own and run social 
media platforms.  It includes the media platforms and the other Big Tech 
corporates.  It includes Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk.  If Musk 
turns out to muzzle people whose views disagree with his on Twitter, then he 
does not believe in free speech – for other people. 
 
And that’s the nub of this.   
Most ordinary people believe in free speech – for themselves.  They appear, 
however, to believe that free speech for people who disagree with them, or 
disagree with what they’ve read in the paper or heard from the government, 
the NHS or the World Health Organisation, is wrong and dangerous. 
Free speech only for a privileged minority is NOT free speech.  Even if that 
minority includes oneself.  Particularly in that instance. 
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So, if we don’t want to exist in a muzzled state - only expressing what we are 
told by “the authorities” is “the correct view” - we all need to stand up for free 
speech.   
Not just for us and the people who agree with us. 
For everyone.  
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 
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