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BBC Cancels Its Best TV Show   
 

 3065 RB 

 Fans are upset and outraged to lose it – but not everyone’s sorry.   

1 The BBC’s decision to cancel their “Autumnwatch” TV series has been met 
with outrage by many viewers and licence payers.  The BBC has said that it 
was a difficult decision but one that was made on cost-cutting grounds.   
   

 Many fans of Autumnwatch say that – along with Springwatch and 
Winterwatch – it’s the best programme on BBC, making comments such as 
“One of the best examples of public service broadcasting” and “Are we to be 
reduced to a nation of watching utter bilge at a high cost - preventing people 
from learning about nature?  The BBC is losing more than it knows.” 
 

  

 

 
  

2 A petition to the BBC, to ask it to change its mind and reinstate the 
programme, has already received over 107,000 signatures as this article went 
to press.  The petition points out that thousands of UK TV licence payers are 
enthusiastic fans of the “Watches”, of which Autumnwatch – being one of the 
three in the collection - is the one being axed. 
 
The petition argues that at present the natural world is facing its greatest 
threat, with British wildlife species in danger of extinction and the value of the 
natural world for people’s mental health being recognised more than ever 
before. 
 

3 The BBC, in response to a complaint about its decision to cancel the 
programme, has said: 
 
“These are challenging times financially and we need to make difficult decisions 

https://www.change.org/p/save-autumnwatch?source_location=search
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact/complaint/autumnwatch2023
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and focus our resources on content that has the highest impact. 
 
Sadly, this means that Autumnwatch will not be continuing. Instead, we are 
investing more money into Springwatch and Winterwatch, which will continue, 
as they are most popular with audiences. We remain committed to live natural 
history programming and recognise the importance audiences place on this, its 
value to society and the enjoyment it brings people in their lives.” 
 
The BBC also says in its response– despite its claim that more money is to be 
invested into the two remaining Watches – that when Winterwatch returns 
next year it will only be on TV for one week, instead of for the planned two 
weeks. 
  

4 Not everyone is sorry about the programme’s demise, however.   
An article on Metro - Petition to bring back Autumnwatch reaches almost 
100,000 signatures after BBC explains shock axe -  includes a quote from Tim 
Bonner, the chief executive of the Countryside Alliance:  
 
“The BBC covers many rural issues well and produces lots of good countryside 
content, but there have been concerns about Autumnwatch’s unrealistic and 
anthropomorphic approach for many years.” 
 
“It won’t be missed in the countryside.” 
 
Mr Bonner’s quote follows a petition in August 2022 by the Countryside 
Alliance to the BBC.  The petition – the subject of an article on the 
Countryside Alliance’s website The BBC must get tough on their impartiality 
rules. Enough is enough - expressed a view about one of the Autumnwatch’s 
presenters, Chris Packham.  
 
The Countryside Alliance asked the BBC to either ensure that Mr Packham 
showed impartiality in posts on his social media accounts, or be sacked.   
 

5 According to a 1999 article on The Guardian’s website - Pro-hunt lobby 
forces BBC to alter bulletin – the Countryside Alliance has previously 
influenced the BBC’s broadcasting on hunting.   
 
Also, according to the Guardian article, reporters at the BBC told The 
Observer that stories unfavourable to the Countryside Alliance were heavily 
edited, but programmes sympathetic to it were broadcast unchallenged.  
The article also said that the script for a BBC drama series was rewritten.  The 
scene in which the young hero rescued a fox cub – orphaned when its 
mother was killed by the hunt - and the young boy found himself chased by 
part of the hunt was removed from the revised script. 
 
This article also states that The Observer revealed that the chairman of the 
BBC at the time of the revelations, Sir Christopher Bland, had financially 
supported the Countryside Alliance. 
 

6 In 2021 The Express reported - in BBC licence fee in CHAOS: 700,000 rebels 
refuse to pay as critics say end is coming – that the BBC’s director general 

https://metro.co.uk/2023/02/07/autumnwatch-cancelled-petition-launched-to-save-bbc-show-18236811/?ico=related-posts
https://metro.co.uk/2023/02/07/autumnwatch-cancelled-petition-launched-to-save-bbc-show-18236811/?ico=related-posts
https://www.countryside-alliance.org/news/2022/8/the-bbc-must-get-tough-on-their-impartiality-r-1
https://www.countryside-alliance.org/news/2022/8/the-bbc-must-get-tough-on-their-impartiality-r-1
https://www.theguardian.com/media/1999/nov/14/bbc.hunting
https://www.theguardian.com/media/1999/nov/14/bbc.hunting
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1459147/bbc-tv-licence-fee-how-many-people-pay-drop-bbc-annual-report
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1459147/bbc-tv-licence-fee-how-many-people-pay-drop-bbc-annual-report
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said the BBC was watching the falling number of licence fee payers closely.  
He admitted that there was "much more to do" to ensure licence fee payers 
received value for money - but he said the BBC was responding to global 
competition and pressure on its finances. 
 
The BBC lost 700,000 licence fee payers between 2020 and 2021, but the 
number of people who watch terrestrial TV has been falling for years.   
 
Rather than blaming the greater choice people have – including the array of 
content to watch online – for this decline, here’s an idea.   
 
The BBC has cancelled a popular programme and is likely to lose even more 
viewers as a result.   
 
So - would it have been better perhaps if, rather than watching the number 
of licence fee payers dwindling, the BBC had instead paid some attention to 
what it is their viewers want to watch? 
 
Just a thought… 
  

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
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