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News: Over the Valley 

CONNECT  

Flying Monk Arts Trail - 2021   
 

 NV 1395 BD 

 An annual event where we can visit artists in their studios and workshops  

1 The Flying Monk Arts Trail landed back in town last weekend - blessed as it 
was with the closing chapters of our Indian summer. 
 

2 We ventured onto the trail a tad late in the day to be fair, which presented 
the unavoidable problem we could see from the very beginning.  How is it 
possible to visit and admire the works of the 22 talented local artists making 
up the trail – in and around Malmesbury. Surely there was not going to be 
enough time for us over just one weekend. 
   

3 Well, sadly it was not possible for us – partly due to the two late starts on 
both days.  The other reason was that we could not help but spend almost 
two hours at our very first stop.  There we met three artists displaying their 
works at Greyfox House in Easton Grey. 
  

4 Greyfox House is the home of Kim Langley the Trail’s founder and chief 
organiser.  We have to tell you, that Kim is one busy and productive lady who 
doesn’t seem to set any boundaries for herself.  In realty, she must do - but 
given her output, Kim is a true inspiration for any artist and anyone in life. 
    

5 Kim Langley will feature again soon in an article we will be writing 
specifically about her and her work.  These are two of her pieces we share. 
. 

 

  
  

6 At Kim’s home we also met Alison and Lou, who are both specialists when it 
comes to jewellery making.  They both have their own unique styles and 
choice of materials.  Their artwork is just beautiful. 
   
Lou works with coloured glass and extends her work beyond jewellery into 
making statement mosaic pieces for both home and garden settings.  

http://www.rokipottery.co.uk/
http://www.rokipottery.co.uk/kim-langley-art/
http://www.rokipottery.co.uk/kim-langley-art/
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7 On day two – Sunday – we started at the geographic opposite end of the 
trail.  We knew there was no way we were going to join the two ends of the 
trail, but there were people at Whychurch Farm that we really wanted to see. 
 

8 Dan produces some stunning work as an artist, decorating just about 
anything with his pinstriping effects.  His speciality clearly relates to 
decorating powered vehicles including a race motorbike still in progress.  
The commissioning owner was so taken with Dan’s work, he said it made the 
bike too precious now to race anymore.  So, Dan has been given another 
commission in addition - but this one has a more modest spec!    
  

 

  
   

9 Luke is located in an adjoining shed on the same site and his speciality is 
embedded in the spray can.  Luke creates fashionable pieces of art onto 
wood which “Syd” – Luke’s pseudonym in the art business – calls his main 
and preferred canvas.  For anyone with an interest in Star Wars, then Syd is 
the person to go to for something very unique and special with a sci-fi theme. 
 
Oh - and important to mention is this.  Syd is one of this country’s top 
shedders.  Syd and his shed won second prize in 2014, as part of C4’s 
Amazing Spaces Shed of the Year competition – a competition to find the 
best shed in the land.  Syd’s shed was then - and still is - a multi-purpose 
building at his home where this top shedder’s love of the spray can was born. 
   

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ED6ILkvmH8
https://thestencilshed.co.uk/
https://thestencilshed.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ED6ILkvmH8
https://thestencilshed.co.uk/
https://cpayneblacksmith.co.uk/
https://cpayneblacksmith.co.uk/
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10 The third person on site we wanted to meet and see in his workshop, was 
Craig the blacksmith.  And Craig is not the only artistic blacksmith in town can 
you believe!  We will introduce the second next week.  
 
Craig not only produces the expected blacksmithing type of metalwork, but 
he also magics some fine artistic work which is why his place on this 
marvellous Arts Trail is assured.  Craig also enters the occasional competition 
and the piece you see above, is titled “Playing with Fire”.  The title suggests  
that these two lovers may not be part of the same married unit. 
 
It is funny too how talent runs in families – and here we see it underlined.  
Craig is actually the brother to Dan – the pinstriping artist – in the studio next 
door.  What an amazing family these boys make up!  
 

11 Our afternoon was completed with literally a flying visit to our last stop of the 
day in Pinkney.  Here we met yet another pair of talented artists in Lawrence 
and Isabel.  Lawrence produces some really interesting wood fired ceramics 
and Isabel some gorgeous sculptures of birds – which incidentally decorate 
the trees in their garden.  Isabel and Lawrence have more work to show us, 
so a return visit soon – by appointment - is going to be a must for us. 
 
We are just wondering if some of that scrummy Orange Cake, which 
Lawrence’s mum makes, might be left over.  That though is very wishful 
thinking – and wholly unrealistic!   
  

12 In short, the long Flying Monk Art’s Trail - in and around Malmesbury - was 
just too long for us to complete.  The stunning take-away this last weekend 
for us though, was that this area of ours in the Cotswolds is so rich in artistic 
talent.  
 
The Trail – which has been organised in each of the last eight years, except 
the year of the Covid blitz - is a great annual event.  We shall now have to 
wait 52wks until the same time next year to repeat the experience. 
 
With that said CONNECT will do what it can to place a spotlight on these 
artists and crafters, to promote them and their fantastic work.  For starters, 
please see our new page on CONNECT – for ARTS+CRAFTS - listing all those 
who took part in the weekend - plus a few more who couldn’t.    
 
We are wondering, if the organiser, Kim, would like to work with us to 
uncover the latent talent in and around Tetbury – just over the valley.   
Well, we shall see! 
   

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

 LINK: Flying Monk Arts Trail 

 LINK:  Malmsbury’s top UK shedder. 

 LINK : The Malmesbury Zoo 

https://cpayneblacksmith.co.uk/
http://lawrencebarrow.com/
http://lawrencebarrow.com/
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/arts-crafts
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.flyingmonkartstrail.co.uk/
https://thestencilshed.co.uk/
https://thestencilshed.co.uk/pages/story
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 LINK:  Tetbury CONNECT – ARTS+CRAFTS 

  

 

  
 END 

 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/arts-crafts
http://www.rokipottery.co.uk/
https://www.flyingmonkartstrail.co.uk/

