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  The war is over, the BBC says - but IS it? 

1 We never tire of stories about little people taking on big people 
– especially if those little people win. 
A British film, set for release this year dramatises Scarborough’s 
version of the legend of David and Goliath. 
  

 

2 In “Sons Of Neptune,” the little men win the battle for clean seas. 
Sadly, although that battle is won, the war against the polluters 
of our waterways is far from over. 
 

 

3 “Sons Of Neptune” is a comedy-drama based on a true story - a twenty-year 
battle to stop raw, untreated sewage from being dumped in the sea. 
A solicitor and a chiropodist, two friends, enjoyed all-year-round swimming in 
the North Sea.   
 
I so admire people who do this traumatised as I am by a long-ago dip in an 
outdoor swimming pool in Devon.  Swimming was OK.  Being out of the pool, 
however, was not OK – it took me the best part of an hour to dry and dress, I 
was shaking so badly from being cold. 
 
The two Scarborough men, however, had to contend with something much, 
much worse than cold.   
They faced the creeping rise of raw, untreated sewage in the sea. 
 

4 I’d like to say that it is unimaginable that this was happening, in Britain - a so-
called developed nation - in the 1980s and 1990s. 
 
Except, that raw sewage is STILL being dumped into our waterways today, 
as we reported on CONNECT in Raw Sewage In Our Rivers.   
 
So, if It is deemed acceptable to poison rivers and streams in this way, why 
not the sea?  The sea, after all, is massive – anything we dump into it will just 
vanish.  Right? 
 
Wrong.  Throwing sewage – or any other form of waste “away” does not work 
– because, simply put, there IS no “away.”   
 
“Out of sight, out of mind” might be a more accurate description.  Except, out 
of whose sight, one might ask.  The people who dumped it in the sea, 
presumably - the local water authority, who applied the “Flying Toilet” 
principle – and tried to make it someone else’s problem. 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine-page-06f
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It didn’t work.  Rather than the sewage conveniently – for the water authority, 
that is – washing up on a different coast many miles away or magically 
sinking to the bottom of the ocean, it came back to haunt Scarborough’s 
coastline. 
 
It appears however that the polluters didn’t mind, even then.   
But some of the local people did mind. 
 

5 When the two heroes began their quest - according to Eclipse Global 
Entertainment, the makers of the film - they thought they were simply 
fighting Scarborough’s town council and the water authority.   
 
They were wrong.  The battle they were engaged in went all the way to the 
top – to Maggie Thatcher’s Government and the Establishment itself.  
 
The Yorkshiremen organised protests and stunts to make their point, all the 
time under attack from some of the people in their own town who feared a 
loss in tourism - not from the sewage in the sea but from people finding out 
that there was sewage in the sea! 
 
Eclipse Global Entertainment say: 

“But they persevered and won. Their efforts changed the very foundation 
of European laws, making Britain’s seas safer than at any time since the 
Victorians first started building holiday destinations. Without them—and 
the group they formed, the Sons of Neptune - Britain would be a very 
different place indeed.” 

 
A feel-good film, indeed, and one I look forward to seeing. 
 

6 Thirty years later, the BBC reports in Sons of Neptune: Scarborough sewage 
rebels head for the big screen, not everyone has forgiven the heroes of the 
drama for saying it wasn't safe to swim in Scarborough's seawater.  
I wonder whether these people have forgiven the water authorities for 
dumping sewage into the sea. 
 
Clearly, some people were happy for tourists to come to Scarborough, the 
birthplace of therapeutic sea bathing, for the health benefits knowing that the 
tourists could have a nasty surprise at best and a serious illness at worst. 
 
A trip down the River Thames to the Houses of Parliament in a dinghy laden 
with a giant toilet - the Thatcherloo - ended up at Wapping police station. 
At the police station the ship’s captain, well into his eighties, was asked if he 
needed to phone his solicitor.  He said he didn’t need to make a phone call.  
His solicitor was already there – he was a member of the gang of “rebels” as 
the BBC refer to the activists. 
 

7 Amusing though this story is, is it not odd for the BBC to call these people 
“rebels” when they were trying to get the sea cleaned up, protect the 
environment and keep people safe from infections caused by swimming in 
poisoned waters? 
 

https://eclipseglobalentertainment.com/project/sons-of-neptune/
https://eclipseglobalentertainment.com/project/sons-of-neptune/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-60349021
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-60349021
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Yorkshire Water who placed a sewage outfall pipe in Scarborough's North 
Bay, who were responsible for poisoning the sea – were they rebels? 
 
The government, who were not taking action to end the dumping of raw 
sewage in the sea –were they rebels?   
 
According to the BBC, the monitoring and improvement of bathing water was 
down to the European Union, not the UK government. 
The polluters and the government were the rebellious parties, surely.  Unless 
clean, unpolluted seas were not something that a developed country wished 
to have. 
 
The BBC does however explain this oddity, in their mention that the film is  
“a familiar story of British eccentrics and a battle against the authorities.” 
So, we are talking about eccentric rebels - who acted against pollution. 
As opposed to the authorities - who caused the pollution. 
 
Since the eccentric rebels made a stand against sewage in the sea, Yorkshire 
Water have opened ultra-violet treatment plants serving Scarborough and 
other towns. And the water quality around Scarborough is now excellent. 
 
“The sewage war is over,” the BBC report. 
 

8 If only it were over.   
 
The water might be clean around Scarborough these days, but that seems to 
be the exception rather than the rule according to the recent 2021 Water 
Quality Report by Surfers Against Sewage [SAS]. 
 
It makes horrifying reading: 

“The fact is the decision by water companies and the government to view 
rivers as places that can absorb pollution has turned these precious 
watercourses into all but an open sewer.” 
 

SAS say that the monolithic water industry is allowed to operate with near 
impunity – self-regulating and reporting pollution when it feels like it, a state 
of affairs that SAS rightly likens to tasking bank robbers with 
their own arrest. 
SAS’s report concludes by saying: 

“The government and industry want us to believe that water quality in the 
UK is improving. The findings of this report clearly show that this is far 
from the case.” 

 
9 Artistic licence is fine – I’m all for improving real life to tell a better story. 

I hope, however, that, as a dramatic telling of a real-life story about a serious 
issue, “Sons Of Neptune” will not present a rose-tinted view of the state of 
Britain’s seas and waterways. 
 
The battle in Scarborough may have been won – but the war still rages. 
Despite the relentless propaganda foisted on us daily about climate change - 
as if it is the ONLY conservation issue that needs to be dealt with – other, 

https://www.sas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/SAS-WaterQualityReport2021-DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.sas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/SAS-WaterQualityReport2021-DIGITAL.pdf
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important issues are being swept under the rug – or, rather, dumped into our 
waterways. 
Does saying that make me a rebel? 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 
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