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Over the Fence News  

TETBURY ADVERTISER  

A Roaring Success!   
 

 1485 MC 

 Tetbury Lions are supporting some great causes, both local and international. 

1 Tetbury Lions have announced the causes they have given 
funding to this year. 
This year has been a roaring success for them in terms of giving, 
despite all the challenges that they – along with the rest of us – 
have faced. 
 

 

2 Not being able to fundraise because of Covid-19 hasn’t stopped 
the Lions, under Maggie Heaven’s leadership, from awarding a 
stonking £19,000+ to a wide range of organisations, including 
Tetbury’s Food Bank. 
 

 

3 In order of the size of the grant, Tetbury Lions have made the following 
awards: 
 
Tetbury Hospital: £7,002 
Tetbury Food Bank: £5,068.40 
Medicins sans Frontieres: £1,500 
St Mary’s School: £1,300 
Youth Incentives: 1,111.61 
Tetbury Bowls Club Juniors: £673.60 
Sight Aid: £500 
Save The Children: £500 
Avening Zip Wire: £500 
Hope for Tomorrow: £500 
Tetbury Cricket Club: £500 
 

4 To give this level of funding is a truly impressive achievement at any time, let 
alone at the present time.  As well as the fundraising challenges faced by the 
Lions, with events not being allowed for a long time, uncertainty about when, 
whether and on what basis events will be allowed and people’s anxiety 
about being anywhere near other people at such events, there is a further 
challenge. 
 
That challenge is - many people are facing economic struggles and so find it 
difficult to contribute as much as they would like – or even at all. 
Despite this, as I said, Tetbury Lions have supported all these causes.  
Congratulations are in order!   
 
One sign, among many, of the economic struggle for some local people is 
illustrated by the second-largest grant made by the Lions.  Tetbury, a lovely 
town in the allegedly affluent Cotswolds, has a Food Bank.   
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I have to say, I do not share the view of our local MP, Geoffrey Clifton-Brown, 
who said at a public meeting in Tetbury that people who cannot provide their 
families with adequate food are to blame for not managing their money well 
enough – or words very close to that. 
 
Not only did Clifton-Brown embarrass himself at his first appearance in 
Tetbury for a very long time – possibly ever – he embarrassed the person 
who asked a question about Food Banks.  His view about Food Banks stems 
from either ignorance or a lack of caring – quite possibly both. 
 
At that same meeting in Tetbury, organised by Maggie Heaven, Geoffrey 
Clifton-Brown also made an attempt at gaslighting local people about other 
issues.  Those issues were his own performance [worst MP], his accessibility 
[failure to respond to constituents’ emails] and his breaching of rules [he tried 
to gain unlawful entry to a Conservative Party conference event and had to 
be forcibly removed.] 
 
I will go further still and say that, in a world in which the cost of housing has 
been spiking for many years – and now the cost of electricity and gas is 
doing the same – to place the blame for poverty and other serious issues in 
society at the feet of individuals is absurd, unfair and cruel.   
 
A very large charity made exactly this argument, being that while individuals 
carry problems, often those problems exist through no fault of their own – 
the issues are a symptom that our society isn’t working well enough.   
That charity no longer exists because it was destroyed by the very 
establishment that its CEO, and perhaps even the charity’s existence, 
criticised.  That charity was Kids’ Company. 
 

5 Many people believe that Kids’ Company ended in failure due to Camila 
Batmanghelidjh and the trustees being unfit for their roles.   
This belief is erroneous.  The charity was forced to close.  After allegations 
prevented it from fundraising – its reputation was in question - a police 
investigation proved those allegations to be false, but it was too late.   
 
Between the charity’s demise and the 2021 court ruling that its management 
team should NOT be barred from being directors and that the charity had 
NOT made inappropriate expenditure on children it helped – a gap of five 
and a half years – there was plenty of time for these erroneous beliefs to be 
nurtured.  The government deliberately nurtured these beliefs, in tandem 
with the media.   
 
The 2021 court decision was that, without the false allegations, it is more 
likely than not that the charity would have survived - and that there had been 
no dishonesty or personal gain on the part of the CEO or the trustees.  Nor 
had there been any inappropriate expenditure. 
 
I believe that the government destroyed the charity and its reputation.  I 
believe they did so because the charity was propping up the government’s 
failings and this became too embarrassing for the government. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kids_Company
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Camila spoke the truth and it was an uncomfortable truth for politicians to 
hear, especially David Cameron, who had previously been her number one 
supporter.  The issues the charity dealt with could be summed up as poverty, 
in the widest sense.  Kids’ Company did what government agencies, 
including social services, failed to do.      
 

6 Despite Clifton-Brown’s attempt to make food poverty disappear by blaming 
the people who rely on Food Banks, the Food Bank depository in our local 
Tesco appears to be well supported.  There are some good-hearted people 
around and, on that note, I was pleased to read in December’s Tetbury 
Advertiser [page 5, the same page as the Lions’ report] that our Tesco in 
Tetbury has a Community Champion called Peter Leech. 
 

7 Peter is inviting groups, organisations and charities to request help from 
Tesco.   
It’s great to know that this giant chain, as well as simply accepting our 
custom, is keen to give something back to our town!  [and so they jolly well 
should, some might say!]    
Peter Leech is in the store from Wednesday until Saturday each week.  If he’s 
not there, you can leave a message for him at Customer Services. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
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