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Over the Valley News  

GLOUCESTERSHIRE LIVE  

Barbarism In The Cotswolds?   
 

 1485 MA 

 Is it time for the long-standing “sport” of Shin Kicking to end? 

1 The Cotswolds, it has to be said, is usually associated more with 
Barbourism than with Barbarism.  But this lovely area has a dark 
secret – one that involves physical violence.   
Some call it tradition and sport.   
Others call it barbaric and say it’s time for it to end. 
 

 

2 Shin Kicking is taking place next year as a key event in the 
Cotswold Olimpick Games.  No, I haven’t spelt that wrong – it’s 
what the games are called.   
The council are even supporting this tradition, sport or act of 
barbarism with a grant of £5,000. 
   

 

3 The £5,000 grant from Gloucestershire County Council, some people say, has 
been given to save a centuries-old, quirky Cotswold tradition in Chipping 
Campden.  The tradition in question is the Cotswold Olimpick Games, with its 
central “sport” of Shin Kicking. 
 
Other people – and I agree with them - call Shin Kicking “barbaric” because 
competitors in this “sport” kick each other's legs to win.  Men who take part in 
the Shin Kicking event in the traditional are banned from using metal toecaps 
- NOW – but this hasn’t always been the case.  They’re also allowed to 
protect their shins with straw, which is supplied to them.  Even so… 
 
Should a “sport” such as Shin Kicking be going ahead in this day and age? 
 
And should Gloucestershire County Council be supporting it? 
 
The fact that Shin Kicking is a long-standing tradition doesn’t make any 
difference  Bullfighting and the annual Faroe Islands mass slaughter of 
dolphins are, respectively, a barbaric “sport” and a barbaric “tradition” that – 
horrifyingly - still go on today.  
 
The length of time something has been going on is often used in its defence, 
but why?  Paedophilia has been going on for a long time – does that mean it 
is acceptable?  
 
Of course not, most people will say – if they are not paedophiles, that is.   
 

4 Interestingly, the grant from Gloucestershire County Council was awarded 
from a funding pot called “Build Back Better – Market Towns fund.” 
. 

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/barbaric-cotswold-contest-saved-5000-6266969
https://www.itv.com/news/channel/2021-09-30/politician-slams-faroe-islands-barbaric-tradition-after-dolphin-slaughter
https://www.itv.com/news/channel/2021-09-30/politician-slams-faroe-islands-barbaric-tradition-after-dolphin-slaughter
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/business-property-and-economy/finance-funding-and-grants/build-back-better-grant-schemes/
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Now, for anyone who might think that the phrase “Build Back Better” was 
invented by the UK government and passed down to our local councils, it 
wasn’t.  This phrase that our councils are so enthusiastically adopting and 
using is a slogan of the Great Reset.  The truth behind the provenance of the 
slogan is shown clearly in this video montage, featuring Prince Charles 
among many others using it. 
 
By the way, if anyone tries to convince you that The Great Reset is a baseless 
conspiracy theory, which is – sadly – not true either, as will be clear from the 
video montage.   
 
Prince Charles is just one of many members of the self-appointed elite who 
are taking advantage of the pandemic to usher in changes that are not good 
at all for the majority of people – only for himself and other members of the 
self-appointed elite.  
.   

5 The grant was given to the Robert Dover's Games Society, to help stage the 
Olimpicks, which is the home of the Shin Kicking World Championships, in 
2022.  
 
Shin Kicking contests have been held in Chipping Campden, off and on, since 
1612.  The aim of the “sport,” which developed out of Cotswold Wrestling, is 
to kick each other in the shins while holding onto each other's shoulders - 
until one person loses their balance and the opponent throws them to the 
floor.  Nice. 
 
Shin Kicking isn’t the only event at the Olimpicks.  There’s also King of The 
Hill - caber tossing, hammer throwing and shot putting - and Championship 
of the Hill a mix of relays involving wheelbarrows, dustbins, hay bales, 
slippery running surfaces and lots of water.  Then there are traditional 
running races and a Tug O' War.   
 
Shin Kicking, however, is said to be the media's favourite.  That doesn’t 
surprise me. 
  

6 The “sport,” if it can be called that, of Shin Kicking has a long history.   
 
The first Olimpick Games were probably held in 1612 after the lawyer Robert 
Dover came up with the idea for a modern Olympics-style competition for 
local people. 
 
By 1636, Puritanism was doing its best to cancel all sporting contests, racing, 
dancing, singing, anything enjoyable.  A lot like the current regimes all over 
the world, who love Christmas – mainly because they can prevent it from 
going ahead. 
 
The Games survived until the Civil War, in 1642, when most “non-essential” 
activities – now, where have I heard that phrase before? – were suspended. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkcaeaD45MY
https://www.olimpickgames.co.uk/history
https://www.olimpickgames.co.uk/the-events
https://www.olimpickgames.co.uk/history
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It says a lot about the popularity of the Games, that when King Charles II took 
over the throne, they were instantly revived after a gap of about 18 years, 
even though by then Dover himself had died. 
 
The Games again came to a close in 1862, because vested interests wanted 
the land used for the Games enclosed.   
 
After a long gap, in 1951 the Games were revived as part of the Festival of 
Britain, and it was decided to make them an annual event again.   
 
Since then, the Games have been a bit on and off, having to contend with 
foot and mouth disease and Coronation celebrations, to mention but two 
challenges. 
 

7 Meanwhile, whatever I think about Shin Kicking, whether it is a sport or a 
barbaric activity that should come to an end, the Cotswold Olimpicks are 
going ahead next year. 
 
The event will take place on Friday 3 June 2022 in an area of Chipping 
Camden named after the Games’ founder - Dover's Hill. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
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