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News: Over the Water 
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World Storytelling Cafe  
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1 Towards the end of 2019, Lucie and Mike Wood began to create a 
storytelling centre.  But the Marrakech Storytelling Café didn’t go quite as 
planned - you can probably guess why. 
 

2 Like so much else, it went entirely online instead.  The plan had always been 
to have folk tales and personal stories on a website, but the website took 
over - and quickly grew from the Marrakech Storytelling Café into the World 
Storytelling Café!      
 

3 Fast forward to today and the World Storytelling Café is an online place 
where over 300 storytellers – tellers, as they are known - from about 30 
countries, put on three shows every week.     
  

4 Live storytelling sessions over Zoom include children’s stories, usually on 
Fridays at 6pm.   
 
There are open mic sessions, including for young tellers, some of whom are 
just nine years old!   
 

5 Everyone is welcome to join a session and listen to stories - or even be a 
teller.  To join a session, just go to the website and hit the gold button!  All the 
stories are in the archive, with the recent performances prominent on the 
site.  Session times are in UK time. 
 

6 The idea which led to the Marrakech Storytelling Café and the World 
Storytelling Café came from Lucie and Mike Wood’s dream of giving the 
Marrakech community a place where Morocco’s ancient tradition of 
storytelling could flourish.  With creative writing blossoming at Henna Café - 
the non-profit they had helped set up - the timing seemed right and who can 
say it wasn’t?   
 

7 We heard about the World Storytelling Café from John Row, the curator of 
the Story Circle - the centre of the World Storytelling Café.  John is a 
renowned storyteller based in Swindon, who can be booked for 
performances on john@johnrow.com. 
 

8 John encourages people come along to a session and listen or tell a story.  
There are no auditions to be a teller - as he says,  
“The only harm you can do to a story is not to tell it!” 
 

9 John and many other storytellers will be at the Marrakech Storytelling Café in 
February 2022, filling the Medina with stories and turning some of the Riads 
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into storytelling centres.  Many of the riads are giving rooms to storytellers for 
the event and riads will also become storytelling hubs. 
 

10 Riad, meaning garden, is the name for the traditional and wonderfully 
atmospheric Medina houses opening inward into a garden courtyard, cool 
and calm oases in the Red City of Marrakech.   
 

11 Marrakech Riad, belonging to Lucie and Mike, is one business where rooms 
and whole riads can be booked. 
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