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National News  

UK GOVERNMENT  

How Much Is A Life Worth?   
 

 1475 LH 

 Some people are more equal than others – it’s now official. 

1 The UK government has now confirmed something, many 
people have suspected for some time.   
We are not all equal - some people are worth more than others. 
  

 

2 While we already knew, of course, that MPs have more worth 
than us ordinary folks – they and the government remind us of 
that almost daily.  We didn’t know that other people are also 
officially valued on a sliding scale.  Until now, that is. 
 
I’m going to apologise in advance if I sound angry.   
It’ll be because I am.   
 

 

3 The UK government is going to pass a new law.  Yes, another one.   
 
This new law is called “Harper’s Law.” It is named after a police officer, PC 
Andrew Harper, who tragically died while on duty in 2019. 
 
It will introduce mandatory life sentences for anyone convicted of killing an 
“emergency worker.” 
The term “emergency worker” is defined in Sentencing Act 2020: Emergency 
workers .  In simple terms, it means the police, National Crime Agency 
officers, prison officers and other people working in custodial institutions, 
custody officers, people in the fire and rescue services, people in search and 
rescue services and people working in the NHS. 
 
Note, the order here.   
The people who protect the establishment, by keeping those pesky people 
who challenge it away, such as police officers – they are first.   
Next are the people who keep those pesky people who have fallen foul of 
the establishment – people who haven’t paid their Council Tax and other 
heinous criminals – out of the way. 
These roles usually don’t involve emergencies – except an emergency threat 
to the security of the ruling party of the country and the establishment. 
 
After these roles, firefighters and other people who save lives and property, 
often risking their lives to do so and finally, healthcare workers – the real 
emergency workers, or at least that always used to be the case. 
Interesting priorities! 
 

4 The press release says: “ministers are determined to make sure that 
punishments fit the severity of the crime.” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-introduce-harper-s-law
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/17/section/68
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/17/section/68
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Courts, however, already impose whole-life sentences when a murder victim 
is a police officer.  They have to. 
The new law only applies to manslaughter where the victim is an emergency 
worker on duty. 
 
There is also a plan to double the maximum penalty for assaulting someone 
in one of these roles, to two years’ imprisonment.  I’d imagine that “assault” 
includes defending oneself when being assaulted by a police officer.   
 
Before I say any more, I’d like to share some fascinating comments that 
appear under an article about “Harper’s Law” on the RT platform, Killing 
police to result in mandatory life sentence.   
 
Wow, just what we need in the UK. More entitled and powerful police. 
 
Totalitarian discrimination. Absolutely no crime should have its severity 
determined on the basis of who the victim is. 
 
Nothing new, I am afraid, just another "democratic" law that values the life of 
certain members of the society more than the others.. 
 
But any police killing innocent people will still get off Scott free. 
 
Same rule, then, for the police who murder innocent folks, in fact not not the 
same rule, their sentence should automatically be doubled! 
 
Since police are the ones that commit most of the crimes, I guess it makes 
sense to protect them, just like the establishment has always protected the 
criminals, and persecuted the innocents. Only a law-abiding citizen has no 
protection from lawbreakers.  
 
Don't non-emergency workers matter? 
 
The answer to this question was: 
 
Normally yes, but in times when the police are only a stooge of the ruling elites, 
they need special comfort and protection. 
 
What makes their lives worth more than anyone else's? 
 
And perhaps the most thought-provoking comment of all: 
 
More mindless reactionary policies emerging from the conservative 
government. This is not relevant to the death of PC Harper as the thugs were 
charged with manslaughter (without deliberate intent to kill) so this law would 
do absolutely NOTHING leading up to the death of Andrew Harper. 
 
The problem is not with the courts or justice system, they seem perfectly 
capable to discharge sentences appropriately. The bigger problem is a growing 
amount of aggressive juvenile behaviour and criminal tendency which is the 

https://www.rt.com/uk/541151-harpers-law-police-murder-life/
https://www.rt.com/uk/541151-harpers-law-police-murder-life/
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result of increasing poverty, lower levels of education and total 
disenfranchisement of many young people amongst society.  
 
These are systematic deep rooted issues that this government doesn’t have the 
intelligence, competence or indeed the required authority to deal with - instead 
it’s left printing and shuffling pieces of paper in the Houses of Parliament which 
no-one bothers to read… 
 
These comments make some great points and ask some great questions, 
such as:  
 
Why are some people worth more than others? 
. 
and:  
 
Why are police officers not sentenced more harshly than other people when 
THEY kill people or commit assault or rape? 
Especially if they use their authority to help them commit the crime? 
Fair’s fair – police officers have greater privilege due to their role - they 
should face greater responsibility, too. 
 
After all, 1800 people have died in police custody and other situations of 
contact with the police in England & Wales between 1990 and 2020. 
This is one of many horrifying statistics reported by INQUEST, a charity 
providing expertise on state-related deaths and their investigation, on their 
Deaths in police custody page. 
 
Almost equally horrifying is the growing incidence of deaths caused by 
police when in pursuit.  These occurrences used to be much less frequent 
than deaths in custody, but more recently, they take place at almost the 
same rate.  Could that be because police officers are more careless when in 
pursuit, knowing that nothing will happen to them if someone dies? 
 
Where is the passion in the government for increasing sentences for police 
officers who are responsible for deaths such as these?  Why do the police 
have permission to commit crimes – including ones that result in 
manslaughter? 
 
And what about other “emergency workers?” 
If a healthcare worker, such as a doctor or nurse, kills someone by their 
actions or non-actions – such as giving them a medical product which they 
knew was dangerous, or failing to treat them correctly - they should face a 
harsher sentence than other people.   
Again, fair’s fair. 
 
“Following orders” is no excuse.  On the contrary, any trusted person who is 
responsible for injury or death because they followed orders should face a 
harsher sentence – because they chose not to do the right thing. 
 

5 Apparently, it has taken an unwavering campaign by Andrew Harper’s family, 
including his widow, and the Police Federation to bring in “Harper’s Law.”   

https://www.inquest.org.uk/deaths-in-police-custody
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-introduce-harper-s-law
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Lissie Harper, Andrew’s widow, thanked the teams at the Ministry of Justice 
and the Home Office and Dominic Raab, Priti Patel and Robert Buckland for 
“working with her” to achieve it. 
I’m sorry, Lissie, but they didn’t work with you.  You were useful to their 
agenda, that’s all.   
Does this really matter?  For Lissie, probably not – she achieved what she set 
out to achieve.   
 
But it matters to me, because it has given the government yet another 
opportunity to tell us that they and the people who protect them and the 
establishment – primarily, the police - matter more than we do.   
 
Of course, the police’s main role, these days, is preventing dissent – dissent 
being any challenge to politicians or the establishment.   
Funny, that, when the politicians serve US.   
The fact that politicians have forgotten about this reality, what one might call 
“an inconvenient truth,” was shown yet again recently by an MP “serving” 
[supposedly] the people of an area close to me. 
 
In a recent blog post, The Stern Daughter, James Gray, MP made it clear that 
he does not serve his constituents, the wider public, or even his own 
conscience:  
 
“I stood by my friend Owen Paterson throughout his Parliamentary ordeal not 
necessarily because I approve (or disapprove) of anything he may have done; 
but because he has been my friend for 25 years or more.” 
 
Oh, the ordeal of being found out to have done something wrong! 
Luckily for Owen Paterson, although not for the People, Gray stands with his 
chums. 
We have written about Paterson before in Fawkes No1 - Owen Paterson. 
 
James Gray has thus admitted, in just one sentence, that he does not act 
according to what is right or wrong.   
He has admitted that he does not act for his constituents. 
Even worse, he sees nothing wrong in any of this.   
 
This is proof that Gray has lost the plot, but he is not alone.   
His statement shows a disconnection by our MPs, not only from what people 
expect, but from what people deserve.  From not only what they are paid 
and trusted to do as MPs but from any understanding or sense of why they, 
as MPs, are in a position of power and privilege. 
This goes a long way to explain why MPs are constantly looking for ways to 
give themselves more power – and to take more power away from the rest 
of us.  So odd – given that we pay them to work for US! 
  

6 The statement about “Harper’s Law” follows closely, statements from the 
government after the tragic death of Sir David Amess, MP.   
 
The government and MPs are using Amess’ death as an excuse to make 

https://www.jamesgray.org/index.php/weekly-column/341-the-stern-daughter?fbclid=IwAR3OCQy2hYH_xxxWiOBdSTENIBDbxus7PTQTJ8cEvNSzYBpZk4F0onJLNKw
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_c439da33c3904cd2aeda06175d6219c7.pdf
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themselves even less available to their constituents and reduce even more, 
people’s ability to criticise them.   
 
Amess was barely cold before his fellow MPs were talking about ending face 
to face meetings with the people they represent and stopping people from 
daring to say anything negative online about their MPs.   
Opportunistic is the word I’d use. 
 
This was shown clearly in an article in The Guardian called PM urged to enact 
‘David’s law’ against social media abuse after Amess’s death in which MPs 
were quoted as seeing themselves as above criticism and – frankly – above 
other people. 
Remarks by MPs about “social media abuse of public figures” and the idea to 
“pass an online safety bill, introducing new obligations on social media 
companies to regulate illegal and harmful material” – what they believe is 
just so obvious!   
They don’t want us, the People, to be able to dare to criticise them.   
 
They overlook the fact that David Amess was murdered, killed by a physical 
attack.  That’s already a crime.  Amess didn’t die because he was upset by 
something someone said about him online, yet the MPs are talking about his 
death as if it were the result of trolling. 
  

7 These two deaths – PC Harper and David Amess MP - are being used for 
political gain.  The only reason “Harper’s Law” is being implemented is that it 
suits the government, by helping to make our society even more divided.  
Doing so by segregating even murderers now into “better” – murdering 
someone who doesn’t matter as much [or at all] and “worse” – murdering 
someone who DOES matter such a police officer or an MP, who in their eyes 
matter a whole lot more. 
 
Before sentence is passed, the value of the victim will in future have to be 
determined.  Was the deceased someone who served the state – not the 
People - as a police officer?  If so, send their murderer to prison for a long, 
long time.  If not, give them a standard sentence.   
 

8 I find it interesting that the press release by the government to introduce 
'Harper’s Law' refers to PC Andrew Harper “being killed.”   
 
I hate to think how the Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice must be 
feeling.  This group of bereaved relatives have had many requests for a 
meeting with the Prime Minister denied.  In their view, the deaths of their 
loved ones could have been avoided – they were killed by the actions or 
non-actions of Boris Johnson and his government. 
Presumably, in the government’s view, people who died from [or with] Covid-
19, on the other hand, just “died.”  Oh - and they don’t matter quite so much! 
 
This difference, not only of word but of viewpoint, is another painful reminder 
that not all victims – or lives - are equal.   
 
Hearing that the government “is on the side of victims and their families” feels 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/oct/18/pm-urged-to-enact-davids-law-against-social-media-abuse-after-amesss-death
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/oct/18/pm-urged-to-enact-davids-law-against-social-media-abuse-after-amesss-death
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-introduce-harper-s-law
https://covidfamiliesforjustice.org/
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to me – and I haven’t even lost anyone to Covid - like yet another slap in the 
face.   
 
It is a reminder that the people who have been victims of the government 
don’t matter enough – or, perhaps, at all. 
 

9 It's well-known that there is a far higher rate of criminals in the Houses of 
Parliament than in the general population.  What does that tell us about the 
political class, as the media refer to them?  It says to me that one day soon 
the political class will be known as the criminal class. 
   
One day soon I will write about the Punishment Tariff that needs to be 
introduced to decide what will happen to MPs and other public servants who 
commit fraud and other criminal offences. 
Following the “Harper’s Law” principle, such people will need to receive a 
much harsher sentence than other people.   
The penalty for exploiting their positions of trust and betraying US - the 
People - needs to be an appropriate one. 
 
Changes in these things is on the cards, and - I fancy – written in the stars!  
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