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Over the Valley News  

GLOUCESTERSHIRE LIVE  

Mooning Is A Bucket List Item   
 

 1455 HE 

 State police increase their grip on the public who show them disrespect 

1 How many of us have actually written out a bucket list for 
ourselves?  And among those who have – how many have 
actually started to move through the list and begun the ticking 
off process? 
 

 

2 Well, this gentleman - Darrell Meekcom, 55 is one who has – 
and has included on his list some of the more common items 
like a bungee jump and parachuting.  Darrell also added 
Mooning a police speed camera which has got him a ticking off 
he didn’t want to get - and hadn’t anticipated. 
  

 

3 There is a funny side to this story of course, but the reason for this article is 
really to highlight the dreadfully sad – if not sinister nature of this story. 
 
Let’s begin with some background – courtesy of Gloucestershire Live who 
we thank for reporting this story.  
 

4 Darrell – being terminally ill - was informed in October that he had multiple 
system atrophy [MSA], which is a rare condition of the nervous system and 
causes gradual damage to nerve cells in the brain.  He says the life 
expectancy following a diagnosis of MSA is around six years, although this 
varies from person to person. 
 
Darrell – a retired lecturer - began drafting a bucket list of things he wanted 
to do before he died which included – among the more normal things - 
showing his bum to a speed camera.   
Something which a good many of us have also thought about perhaps? 
 
Last week he ticked off the item on his list when he bared his cheeks to a 
mobile speed camera van in Kidderminster. Worcestershire. 
 

5 The cop inside the van clearly didn't see the funny side of it and reported it to 
colleagues calling it a recorded crime of "indecent exposure". 
 
Within the hour of his picture being taken, he was stunned when three police 
cars and six cops invaded his home.  Darrell, who also has Parkinson's 
Disease, was wrestled to the ground in his garden - placed in cuffs and 
carted to the nick for processing. 
 

6 The entire event was played out in front of Darrell’s wife - a 36yr old mum of 
two young girls – who recorded the police on her own camera.   

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/regional-news/terminally-ill-man-arrested-mooning-6184118
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Whilst the officers were on top of him in the garden, Darrell apparently said 
calmly to the officers - that he is terminally ill and was finding it difficult to 
breathe.  "I've just been diagnosed with multiple system atrophy. I'm 
terminally ill, I've got a very short time to live and it was one off my bucket 
list”. 
 
This counted for nothing with these police officers. 
I guess they have their own lists to tick and this one was one of the easier 
ones to get.  With six officers involved in this mop-up operation, it suggests 
that their own lists are not getting too many ticks right now. 
 

7 Darrell had always wanted to moon a speed camera because he'd been 
caught by them a couple of times for silly speeds like 35mph in a 30 zone.  
He said it had always bugged him. 
 
Darrell got his opportunity for his bare cheeked revenge at a mobile speed 
camera van on Stourbridge Road, while his wife went to buy some bread 
from a nearby Tesco Express. 
 

8 He claims that when he was arrested by police, he suffered a blow to the 
head. He was taken into custody and has since been released under 
investigation on suspicion of indecent exposure and dangerous driving. 
 

9 Following release by the police later the same day, Darrell complained of 
blurred vision and suffered two seizures.  Following a check at Kidderminster 
Hospital Darrell was referred to Worcestershire Royal Hospital due to fears 
he suffered a bleed to the brain. 
 

10 A West Mercia Police spokesman said: "Around 1pm on Friday 5 November 
officers received a report of indecent exposure on Stourbridge Road. 
 

11 There were days when the police officer in the speed camera van would 
have seen the funny side of it. 
 
There were days when Darrell would perhaps have received a visit from just 
one police officer to say, “Very funny – sorry to hear about your motive and 
health condition – but please, don’t do it again.” 
 
It is not known if anyone else witnessed the event with the speed camera.  It 
is not known if anyone was offended by it or was amused by it.  Being a 
father of two young girls, it is most unlikely Darrell would have contemplated 
such a stunt if it might have been seen by anyone of a tender age.    
 
The behaviour of the police however is for me the standout story.  We have 
witnessed the increasing heavy handedness of the police connected with 
assemblies in recent times.  These have involved people disagreeing with 
the government’s tyrannical behaviour – referring to the clamping down on 
freedoms and human rights. 
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The old bobby on the beat – that friendly guy we could all approach and 
have a chat with – has gone into forgotten history.  Today, they hunt in wolf 
packs looking like Robo Cops out of a sci-fi film.  They are to be regarded as 
dangerous and best avoided altogether.  
 
They have become the State Police!    
 

12 We wish Darrell and his family well and look forward to hearing the news 
that someone at the nick has seen the inappropriate behaviour as nothing to 
get alarmed about.  We look forward to hearing the news that charges will 
not be brought against Darrell – leaving him to get on with his life and that 
fascinating bucket list of his. 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 
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