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 The inappropriate system we have inherited has a limited life expectancy  

1 The government is rarely seen in a glowing, positive light and 
these past few weeks have drawn further attention to the 
reason for this.  I am referring to the latest scandal involving the 
payment of Tory MPs for work outside parliament. 
  

 

2 You could call it naive, but I have to admit to being pretty 
oblivious to the exact rules which MPs are guided to follow on 
this subject – the subject of drawing fees from companies MPs 
work for whilst serving as MPs. 
 

 

3 Let’s go straight to it. 
 
The position is that - MPs are elected to serve their constituents full-time.  To 
carry out their duties they are rewarded with a handsome salary together 
with an expense allowance.  That allowance refers to legitimate expenses to 
cover such things as accommodation in London – out of need to attend 
parliament and government offices plus running their constituency office. 
 

Note On the subject of constituency offices, Tetbury’s MP – Sir Geoffrey Clifton-
Brown – doesn’t have one.  His stated reason to me was that his constituency 
is too large.  No – I didn’t understand that either. 
 
He may have decided not to have one in order to save the taxpayer money.  
Alternatively, he may have decided not to have one so that he could avoid 
meeting constituents.  Given that GCB was ranked 650 in the league of best 
MPs – out of 650 MPs – the latter reason might just have some justification 
about it.  Given my own experience of him, the ranking held no surprise.   
    

4 Speaking of justification – let’s now look at this justice man - Geoffrey Cox 
MP.   Sir Charles Geoffrey Cox is a British Conservative Party politician and 
barrister serving as Member of Parliament for Torridge and West Devon 
since the 2005 general election. Cox worked as a barrister from 1982 
onwards and was appointed Queen's Counsel in 2003, two years before his 
election to Parliament. Wikipedia. 
 
Geoffrey Cox until recently served as the government’s top lawyer holding 
the position of Attorney General. 
 

5 This is what The Guardian newspaper said about him a few days ago.   
The article was titled:  
Geoffrey Cox accrued at least £6m from second job while a parliamentarian. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Cox_(British_politician)
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/nov/10/geoffrey-cox-accrued-at-least-6m-from-second-job-while-a-parliamentarian
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Sir Geoffrey Cox has earned at least £6m from his second job since he entered 
parliament, a Guardian analysis reveals, and records show that he skipped 12 
recent votes on days when he was doing paid legal work. 
 
The revelations came as Boris Johnson, the prime minister, took the unusual 
step of seeking to reassure the public that the UK was “not remotely a corrupt 
country” as the Conservative party continued to be engulfed in a slew of sleaze 
allegations. 
 
Johnson pointedly did not defend the under-fire Cox, however, whose earnings 
since becoming a Conservative MP in 2005 have come under intense scrutiny in 
recent days following the revelations that he spent a month in the British Virgin 
Islands this year doing paid legal work. 
 
The whole article can be read via the link above. 
 

6 This public servant has been creaming added earnings whilst he should have 
been in parliament serving his country and constituents or working at his 
home base in Devon – also serving his constituents.  The records appear to 
indicate that the justice man - quoted from the article:    
he had skipped at least 12 parliamentary votes on four days when he appeared 
by video link in a hearing for the British Virgin Islands (BVI) authorities this 
autumn. 
 

7 This whole sorry story runs on the back of a recent and similar story about 
Owen Paterson MP.  He too was creaming it by spending taxpayer’s time 
gaining fees for himself from companies seeking to use his connections 
among government ministers. 
 
That story ended recently and did not end well.  It did not end well for a host 
of reasons and for a host of guilty parties - including. 
Owen Paterson 
PM Boris Johnson – who attempted to defend Paterson 
The government 
The parliamentary system 
 
Paterson resigned his seat whilst still apparently whingeing that he hadn’t 
done anything wrong.  That was not the view of the Labour opposition, a 
much smaller number of Tory MPs and neither was it the view of the Board 
who investigated his behaviour. 
 
See the CONNECT article on Owen Paterson, titled: 
Fawkes 1: Owen Paterson MP – 1455 HD  
 

8 Returning to Cox.  Cox has argued against open registers recording the 
private interests of MPs and it is not difficult to understand his viewpoint.  He 
and other MPs, would find it too uncomfortable if people were able to see 
who exactly these MPs worked for – and why.  In the case of Cox, he was 
working for offshore taxation interests which involved lobbying against 
imposing tougher financial regulations on the Cayman Islands. 

https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_c439da33c3904cd2aeda06175d6219c7.pdf
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The common phrase to use at these times is this - I think.  
“You couldn’t make this up!” 
 

9 The truth of this matter is that the whole sorry story is not going to go away 
anytime soon.  Keir Starmer has got his teeth into PM Johnson over this issue 
and I feel that the country is going to get its teeth into all MPs over time. 
  

10 GB news joined the feeding frenzy with their article titled: 
Labour accuses Tory MPs of raking in £1.7 million in consultancy fees 
 
The article reads: 
The Prime Minister warned MPs they must obey Westminster rules regulating 
their outside interests if they want to continue taking second jobs. 
He said that those who failed to do so should be “punished”. 
His warning came as the former attorney general Sir Geoffrey Cox said he did 
not believe he had breached rules which ban MPs from using their 
parliamentary offices for outside business. 
 
How extraordinary this sounds.  Cox can draw fees relative to his work for 
third parties, when he should be working full-time for his constituents. 
 
The clear indication is that the rules need changing – in fact thrown out and 
redrafted I’d say - making it clear that serving MPs are prohibited from such 
work – irrespective if it is work for their benefit alone or for the benefit of their 
colleagues somewhere else in Whitehall.  
 
The article continues, quoting Labour Party chairwoman, Anneliese Dodds: 
Labour’s analysis showed 50 Tory backbenchers and former ministers had been 
paid by management or consultancy firms. 
 
Former cabinet minister Sir John Redwood, the MP for Wokingham, was said to 
have earned the most in fees, at £194,810. 
 
This was followed by Sutton Coldfield MP Andrew Mitchell (£115,833), Wyre 
Forest MP Mark Garnier (£82,500), Wimbledon MP Stephen Hammond (£81,666) 
and North East Bedfordshire MP Richard Fuller (£79,899). 
 
The analysis does not include income from other outside work but calculates 
that in total £1,712,357 has been paid to Conservative MPs in consultancy fees. 
 

11 One thing we might all be quietly sure of is this. 
Whilst Anneliese Dodds is poking her stick into the soft Tory spots causing 
squeaks among the Tory backbenchers, the Tories will not be alone.   It will 
surely be revealed just how deep this rabbit hole goes and just how rotten 
this apple has become. 
 

12 People of the UK - it is time for all of us to take a fresh look at how we do 
politics in this country.  There is clearly nowhere near enough scrutiny over 
these people and far too many loop holes that are easily exploited for the 
personal gain of those honoured to represent the People’s interests.    

https://www.gbnews.uk/
https://www.gbnews.uk/news/labour-accuses-tory-mps-of-raking-in-17-million-in-consultancy-fees/156701
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13  More will be written by CONNECT over the coming weeks on this subject.  
Rather than write up the stories as they are usually seen by others however – 
where people sound off and complain like has happened for all the decades 
I can personally remember – we see a different tack coming. 
 
CONNECT wishes to approach the subject from a different angle.  That angle 
will be revealed to our readers as this story – and other stories in the pipeline 
– are shared with our readers in Tetbury – the wider country – and overseas.   

  

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

4 LINK: Geoffrey Cox – the person 

5 LINK: Geoffrey Cox accrued at least £6m from second job 
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10 LINK: Labour accuses Tory MPs of raking in £1.7 million in consultancy fees 
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