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Over the Valley News 

CFPA  

It’s About Taking Part   
 

 1435 FA 

 Opportunities for all young people, not just those set for a performing career. 

1 Young people in Tetbury and our local area have a wonderful 
opportunity to take part in a Performing Arts Festival. 
Music, Drama and Dance are the entry categories and there is 
also a Creative Writing competition. 
 

 

2 The people running the Festival would love to have more young 
people take part – in particular, more state schools.   
So, if you’re a teacher in a school in Tetbury, Malmesbury or one 
of our local villages – what would it take to enter YOUR school? 
 

 

3 The Cheltenham Festival of Performing Arts is the oldest festival in the town 
but perhaps one of the most inspiring festivals in the whole country.  To be 
clear, this Festival is centred on young people up to the age of 17 and right 
down to the age of 4.  How delightful is that! 
 
Playgroup leaders – this includes your charges too! 
   
About fifty local - and not-so-local - schools take part in the Festival each 
year as part of their support for the arts and culture curriculum.  Whilst the 
Festival is an extravaganza of performing arts, there is a competitive 
dimension to the whole event.   
 
But this Festival does far more than support the school curriculum and I want 
to explain why. 
    

4 Firstly, the scope of the Festival is exceptionally broad, including: 
Instrumental music: 

Piano 
String instruments, including Classical Guitar and Harp 
Woodwind instruments 
Brass instruments 

            Recorders 
Vocal performances: 

Solo  
Duet 
Trio 
School Choirs 

Dance  
Creative Writing 
Speech and Drama 
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                              Take the link below to see the full Syllabus. 
 

5 Every year, between 2,000 and 2,500 young people are entered into the 
Festival by their schools or tutors. 
   
In performances, known as classes, they take part singly or in pairs, in small 
and large groups and choirs, competing against others of their own age. 
The Festival takes place over twelve consecutive days every year during 
May and application entry opens soon for next year’s event.   
 
The main Festival venue is Cheltenham Town Hall, built in the early 1900s.  
This prestigious town centre building has a thousand-seat auditorium which 
could not be more ideal for large musical and stage performances.   
Smaller classes take place in the Town Hall’s more intimate and equally 
beautiful anterooms, including the Pillar Room and the Drawing Room.   
 

 

 
  

6 Arts subjects are essential, in education, to enable children and teenagers to 
develop into well-rounded people.  Do watch the thoroughly entertaining 
and compelling video by Sir Ken Robinson on this very subject. 
 
Taking part in arts and culture activities increases skills such as confidence, 
teamwork and communication. Skills that are invaluable to academic 
performance, the world of work, and our personal lives. Everyone should enjoy 
the thrill of creativity. Whether that’s learning to appreciate music, enjoying a 
stage performance, or expressing themselves through performance, writing, or 
art. 
The Arts Council England 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity#t-22859
https://www.cheltenhamfestivalofperformingarts.co.uk/about/education/
https://www.cheltenhamfestivalofperformingarts.co.uk/about/education/
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As the Arts Council also say, true arts-based education will make children 
wiser and more reflective.  It also makes academic learning more productive 
and harmonious. The arts equip our children with a wide range of skills they 
need to flourish in modern life and work – and it makes them happier people. 
 
As Sir Ken would say - Arts are an essential accompaniment to all other 
subjects taught in school, including in particular science-based subjects. 
 

7 The Festival’s “Get Writing – Own Composition” writing competition has 
categories for Poetry and Story Writing.  As with all entries to the Festival, 
young people are competing against people of their own age. 
 
I have referred a few times to competing, but taking part in the Festival, 
however, is not just about winning.  Is it ever?   
 
Taking part is about having a go, pushing yourself, breaking through the wall 
of fear and developing greater confidence.  And that confidence thing, is 
something which was emphasised strongly by the Society’s trustees when I 
spoke with them.  They said, this is one of the major positives for any child 
who takes part in a Festival of this kind.  The experience stays with children 
for life and affects what they do from there on. 
 

 One of the confidence-boosting techniques used in the Festival is this. 
Entrants are adjudicated, rather than judged, with an emphasis on praise and 
feedback.  This is yet another positive feature of this Festival, where children 
are complimented and guided by professional commentators.  
  
As a result, nobody loses here but everyone gains, which makes the Festival 
so utterly important for all those who take part. 
 

8 A little bit of history about the Festival.   
 
It was begun, as the Cheltenham Competitive Festival, by the Chamber of 
Commerce in 1926, the year of the General Strike, if you can remember – and 
not the greatest of times for a first Festival!  At that time, it was hoped that it 
would become one of the greatest musical events in this part of England. Its 
name changed in 2006 to the Cheltenham Festival of Performing Arts to 
better reflect its expanded content. 
 
The two-day Festival of 1926 is not only still going, nearly a century later – 
expanded as it is - but it is still growing and intends to grow some more.   
Starting with May 2022, wouldn’t it be wonderful to have schools and 
playgroups from Tetbury, Malmesbury and the local area also taking part? 
 
This Festival is a wonderful opportunity for any young person, not just those 
considering a career in the performing arts. 
 

9 Anyone interested in helping to run the Festival would be welcomed.   
 
The Festival team is always open to new people who, like them, are 
motivated by making a difference to the young people who perform. 

https://www.cheltenhamfestivalofperformingarts.co.uk/about/education/
https://www.cheltenhamfestivalofperformingarts.co.uk/entries/get-writing/
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The person to contact to find out more is Brian Harding, the Festival 
Secretary.  Brian can be reached either by email: 
brianharding17@btinternet.com or by phone: 07 850 153 183. 
 

10 Next year’s dates are 3-14may22. 
 
The Syllabus for the classes is on the website and entries can be submitted 
from 1dec21. 
 

 

 
  

 By: Helen King 
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