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Can You Handle The Truth?   
 

 2235 RA 

 Oh, what a tangled web they weave, when first they practise to deceive! 

1 Is it ever right for a government to lie to the People it exists to 
serve?  Can it ever be right for “news” that is delivered by the 
media to be, in reality, propaganda?  A massive deception raises 
these - and many other - questions.    
 

 

 A military technology show featured a display stand showing a 
simulation taking place in London.  In the simulation, the 
government - instead of telling the People the truth, that there 
was an outbreak of a dangerous disease – pretended there had 
been an accident at a chemical plant.  The aim was to keep 
everyone inside their homes – to stop them from going outside.  
 

 

2 An article called You Can’t Handle the Truth in SLATE magazine in 2005, with 
the sub-headline “Psy-ops propaganda goes mainstream,” described the 
simulation – the deception – that took place on a display stand at Defence 
Systems and Equipment International.  This show is the UK’s largest 
showcase for military technology.  
 
The company showing the simulation – deception – was Strategic 
Communication Laboratories, a UK business specialising in “influence 
operations.”   
Strategic Communication Laboratories [SCL] showed how they worked with a 
real-life-scale mock-up of their high-tech operations centre.  In the 
simulation, the operations centre had been created to convince the public 
that there had been an accident at a chemical plant and that the fallout 
threatened London.  In reality, there was an outbreak of smallpox but the 
government decided they didn’t want the people of London to know that.   
 
The stated aim was to keep people safe and disclose the truth afterwards.   
In the simulation, the media played an essential role in the orchestration of a 
sophisticated campaign of mass deception.  News outlets delivered graphic 
visual evidence of where the toxins were – all though, fictitious!   
People were terrified to venture out and obediently stayed at home, their 
attention constantly on the “news” that was pumped out to them on the 
Internet and television.   
That news was disinformation, passed on 24/7 by the media. 
 

3 SCL’s appearance at the Defence Systems and Equipment International 
show was part of their re-launch.  The company had previously called itself a 
political communications consultancy but re-launched as a psyops 
[psychological operations] operator, as explained by The Guardian in their 

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2005/09/psy-ops-propaganda-goes-mainstream.html
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article Lobby firm goes to war. 
 
In a second fictitious scenario displayed at the show, SCL “assisted” a newly 
democratic country in Asia in its struggle with corrupt politicians and rising 
insurgency.  SCL helped the benevolent king of the fictional country 
temporarily seize power.  The SLATE article pointed out that SCL’s scenario 
sounded a lot like using a private company to help overthrow a 
democratically elected government.   
Probably, the reason was - because it was exactly like that! 
 
On that point - overturning democratic processes - one of SCL’s subsidiaries,  
Cambridge Analytica, infamously attempted to use the psychological profiles 
of about 90 million Facebook users to influence their political decisions.  This 
story was covered by Channel 4 News in 2018.   
 
The SCL group’s website states that SCL had been “conducting behavioural 
change programmes” for over 25 years in over 60 countries.  SCL said that 
they work with governments and the military - but did not say precisely who.  
Despite their illegal and unethical ways of achieving the aims of their 
unnamed clients, according to SCL, its methodology was approved by the 
UK Ministry of Defence as well as the US State Department and NATO.   
 
Until recently, there was a website to help people understand SCL and its 
convoluted history, with its frequent dissolutions of companies and equally 
frequent creations of new ones.  This website, SCL Group Online, also 
explained that SCL worked through the subversion of democratic principles. 
 
SCL Group Online - I wonder why it has been taken down from the Net – can 
fortunately still be viewed on the Wayback Machine.  SCL Group Online 
describes how, for decades, SCL Group were able to operate in the shadows 
whilst subverting political norms across the globe. 
 
The Wayback Machine is a fantastic tool, incidentally, for democracy and 
transparency.  Its Web Archive contains previous versions of webpages and 
entire websites, even many now-defunct sites, making it much more difficult 
for governments to change their narratives in secret.  It also means that SCL 
is far more transparent – its websites have gone now, but the Wayback 
Machine still holds copies of what their pages once said.   
 

4 If you ever needed people to believe there’s a natural disaster, SCL could 
handle it.  If on the other hand, you wanted it to appear that there’s been a 
political coup somewhere – they could do that, too.  SCL’s range of 
simulations was extremely broad.     
 
It appears that SCL, the SCL Group [which SCL became] and their subsidiary, 
Cambridge Analytica, no longer exist. But don’t worry if you need to 
orchestrate a mass simulation to make a huge number of people believe in - 
let’s say, randomly - a deadly pandemic - or a war.   
 
As I said above, SCL has had many dissolutions and creations of companies.   
The good news is – if you need to organise a deception of this kind and on an 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2005/sep/11/theobserver.observerbusiness4
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/cambridge-analytica.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/cambridge-analytica.asp
https://www.channel4.com/news/ex-cambridge-analytica-boss-speeds-off-to-avoid-questions
https://web.archive.org/web/20190111195059/https:/sclgroup.cc/home
http://web.archive.org/web/20161205184851/http:/sclgroup.cc/?hg=0
http://web.archive.org/web/20161205184851/http:/sclgroup.cc/?hg=0
http://web.archive.org/web/20220124174605/https:/sclgroup.online/about
http://web.archive.org/web/20220124174605/https:/sclgroup.online/about
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enormous scale, it appears that the key people from SCL have set up or 
moved to similar companies - so you should be sorted. 
 
A Powerbase article on Strategic Communication Laboratories offers a deep 
dive into SCL’s history and the people associated with it.  One of those 
people is SCL’s CEO, Nigel Oakes.  Mr Oakes is currently the director of two 
companies, one of which has the name SCL   
 

5 SCL was the first private company to provide a simulation - deception - 
service to the military.  Their CEO, Nigel Oakes, claimed in Lobby firm goes to 
war that SCL’s simulations could shorten conflicts and thus save lives, citing 
the first Gulf conflict as evidence – he said that psyops were in use in that 
war.   
How very interesting!   
 
Mr Oakes is quoted in Lobby firm goes to war as saying:  

“We used to be in the business of mind-bending for political purposes, 
but now we are in the business of saving lives.” 

 
And making money, as well, as he admitted in a candid quote used in the 
SLATE article You Can’t Handle the Truth.   
 
Mark Broughton, SCL’s public affairs director, asked a great question. in You 
Can’t Handle the Truth: 

“Is it not worth giving an untruth for 48 hours to  
save x million people’s lives?” 
 

What is the time limit, I wonder? 
Two days?  Two weeks?  Two months?  Two years?  Twenty years?  Two 
hundred years even?  Maybe never?   
 

6 Government use of deception is nothing new, according to SLATE Magazine 
in You Can’t Handle the Truth.  The article says, however, that Michael 
Schrage, a senior security studies adviser, believes however that, in a 
democracy, a large-scale ruse will only work once. 
Let’s hope he’s right. 
 
Businesses providing simulations – deceptions on a mass scale – to 
governments and the military raises some fascinating questions.   
As well as the questions I ask at the beginning of this article, there are other 
questions. 
 
Like these: 
 
Is it ever right to “bend people’s minds” as Nigel Oakes put it? 
 
What if deception is carried out, not to save lives, but for a different reason? 
 
Once deception becomes used by a government, how easy is it to stop using 
it?  And if it works so very well – why would you stop using it?   
Not only does deception usually require a tangled web to sustain it, with the 

https://powerbase.info/index.php/Strategic_Communication_Laboratories
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/officers/mrwiNFdKsooGz_8JW2M22xzXyHY/appointments
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/officers/mrwiNFdKsooGz_8JW2M22xzXyHY/appointments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigel_Oakes
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2005/sep/11/theobserver.observerbusiness4
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2005/sep/11/theobserver.observerbusiness4
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2005/sep/11/theobserver.observerbusiness4
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2005/09/psy-ops-propaganda-goes-mainstream.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2005/09/psy-ops-propaganda-goes-mainstream.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2005/09/psy-ops-propaganda-goes-mainstream.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2005/09/psy-ops-propaganda-goes-mainstream.html
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risk of civil disobedience once the People discover they have been duped 
and treated like helpless and ignorant children – instead of able and 
responsible adults – deception also becomes habitual.   
Why tell a difficult truth, when an easy lie has worked so well before?     
   
Is it possible for deception to bring positive outcomes when it involves 
driving a coach and horses through democratic processes? 
 
Why would a democratically elected government, such as the one in the UK, 
use the services of a company like SCL, which openly admits to driving a 
coach and horses through democratic processes? 
 
If a simulation – a mass deception – can be convincing, which it can be, how 
can we be sure whether what we are seeing – or think we are seeing - is the 
truth?   
 
Finally, simulations are being used by governments, which means they are 
choosing to deceive us, the People.   
 
How can we ever be sure that governments and the media are telling us the 
truth? 
 
How can we ever trust them again? 
 
How can we even be sure that everything we see is what we think it is – or 
even, that it is real? 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: CONNECT: Magazine 
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