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Hold The Line    
 

 2315 CD 

 Won’t anyone who forces people OUT, surely also force people IN? 

1 “The Line” in Saudi Arabia is getting a lot of attention.  It’s a proposed new 
“smart linear city” in the desert – a futuristic, artificial new “home” for nine 
million people.  The “city” will be just 200m wide, 500m high and 170km long. 
 

 “Dystopia” is a word often used about The Line.  Is this because The Line, 
while claiming to preserve 95% of nature inside it, is silent about the other 5% 
- and the nature outside it will affect?  Or because people will live under 
constant surveillance?  Or because the dystopia has already begun – with 
the forced removal of the people who had lived for centuries on the land?    
 

  

 

 
  

2 Firstly, what is The Line and what do people say about it?  I found a range of 
opinions. 
 
An article in The Verge, Saudi Arabia’s new mirrored city looks like a huge 
dystopian wall in the desert, explains that The Line is the dream of Saudi 
Arabia’s Crown Prince, Mohammed bin Salman [MBS for short.]  MBS has a 
plan to develop a huge city in the desert called NEOM.  This city will have 
just about every futuristic technology it can possibly have - boys’ toys!  MBS 
has the wealth to have the thing built – the thing being, a huge, mirrored wall 
in the desert, a modern version of the Pyramids in his eyes. 
 
My view is that, as is true of so many men –a lot of women, too, but it’s more 
of a man thing - MBS is afflicted by the same problem as so many other 
wealthy men – an assumption that, however bonkers his idea, he should 
inflict it upon the rest of the world before he dies.  Whether the rest of the 
world wants what these men dream up is irrelevant to them – it doesn’t enter 

https://www.theverge.com/2022/7/26/23278795/saudi-arabia-neom-the-line-mirror-design-plans-pictures-rendershttps:/www.theverge.com/2022/7/26/23278795/saudi-arabia-neom-the-line-mirror-design-plans-pictures-renders
https://www.theverge.com/2022/7/26/23278795/saudi-arabia-neom-the-line-mirror-design-plans-pictures-rendershttps:/www.theverge.com/2022/7/26/23278795/saudi-arabia-neom-the-line-mirror-design-plans-pictures-renders
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their thinking.   
 
Nobody dares tell them the brutal truth – that they should stick to playing 
with their toys and leave the rest of us be.  These men, as they get older and 
closer to death, become increasingly desperate to fulfil their dreams – 
usually dystopian nightmares – by inflicting their designs for living on the 
world – or at least a sizeable number of people.   
 
By the way, NEOM combines the Greek word for “new” with the Arabic word 
for “future.”  “New future” – does that remind you of anything? 
 
An Infowars Emergency Broadcast featured The Line’s promotional video.  I 
have to say, the city looks quite nice - albeit artificial – but then, these glossy 
new-builds always do, don’t they?  The Line is - for some reason – encased 
in two mirrored walls.  It is, in effect, two huge parallel buildings, connected 
via walkways and divided into neighbourhoods that offer “all the amenities of 
city life” within a five-minute walking distance.  The promotional video, which 
can also be viewed on the NEOM website, excitedly promotes the city as a 
way to “promote a healthier, more sustainable quality of life.”  Hmmm.   
 
The advert also claims that “for too long, humans have ignored nature” in the 
way we live – the usual zero carbon [translates as: zero life] message – is this 
message for their new residents or investors?   
 
The video says that the residents of the city will have “access to all their daily 
needs.”  This reminds me strongly of the Universe 25 experiment, a “brave 
new world” designed for mice that gave the mice “access to all their daily 
needs.”  I have written about Universe 25 in my article  Of Mice - And Men.  
This mouse city was a horrific failure – not once, but many times.  The 
controllers of the Universe 25 experiment assumed that they understood 
what the needs of the mice were.  Similarly, The Line – like all ideas dreamed 
up by people with far too much wealth and far too few people telling them 
the truth – that is, they are not God and they have no right to decide what is 
best for other people – will, ignore nature.  Human nature, that is.   
 
Humans don’t like being told what is best for us – especially by incredibly 
wealthy people including Princes – particularly when those people don’t 
themselves live in a high-density, artificial city but live in palaces - or at least, 
spacious stately homes.  We have an aversion to “revolutions in civilisation” 
that come from the self-appointed elite, even if they HAVE been born into it.  
And I believe we are right to have that aversion – and we should nurture it.   
 

3 TreeHugger are extremely positive about The Line in two articles, Saudi 
Arabia Puts the Future of Cities on THE LINE and The Linear City Is Reborn 
With Saudi Arabia's Plans for a 106-Mile Mirrored City.  TreeHugger says that 
the idea is a very interesting one.  I agree – it is.  TreeHugger also explains 
that the concept of a “linear” town or city is nothing new and shares some 
previous designs, although none which sandwich inhabitants between two 
huge, mirrored walls, as The Line will do. 
 

https://ugetube.com/watch/emergency-broadcast-covid-vaccines-are-deadly-depopulation-weapon-top-scientists-warn_HiRtqghomXbvRBm.html
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_bee70437b5b7475ba277c7b4dcec01f4.pdf
https://www.treehugger.com/the-line-linear-city-saudi-arabia-5095379
https://www.treehugger.com/the-line-linear-city-saudi-arabia-5095379
https://www.treehugger.com/the-line-saudi-arabia-mirror-city-6279123
https://www.treehugger.com/the-line-saudi-arabia-mirror-city-6279123
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TreeHugger report that MBS, in building NEOM and The Line, is “committed 
to a civilisational revolution that puts humans first.”  For some reason, 
TreeHugger have missed the obvious departure from reality of this claim.  
The Huwaitat indigenous tribe, an ancient, traditionally nomadic Bedouin 
tribe, have been displaced from their tribal lands.  This has been reported by 
the BBC, in April 2020, in Saudi tribe challenges crown prince's plans for tech 
city and Wikipedia in The Line, Saudi Arabia, although most of the 
commentators I found on The Line were staying quiet about that – or are 
unaware of it,  
 
Wikipedia points out another issue which, again, TreeHugger have 
apparently missed – which is really strange for a media platform that 
purports to be “green.”  It’s this - The Line will impact on the migration of 
birds and wildlife.  Obviously, since they won’t be able to go through - or over 
- the thing.  Again, most of the commentators I found on The Line are staying 
quiet about that – or haven’t thought about it,  
 
The BBC article Saudi tribe challenges crown prince's plans for tech city says 
that MBS’s intention in building the futuristic city is “to wean Saudi Arabia off 
its dependence on oil revenue.”  The BBC says the “coronavirus pandemic” 
has wreaked havoc on the global economy – as if we hadn’t noticed! - and 
that the oil price has plummeted to historic lows.  Really?   
The BBC says that if the price of oil does not recover dramatically, it is hard to 
see how the project can be funded. 
 
The BBC also says that NEOM and The Line is part of MBS’s “Vision 2030” 
project. 
The aim of Vision 2030 is to “provide meaningful jobs for Saudis beyond the 
oil sector.” 
Vision 2030?  Sounds a bit like Agenda 2030. 
 

4 Neom and The Line: Saudi Arabia's Futuristic City Already Belongs in the Past 
on the Israeli media platform Haaretz gives the most interesting viewpoint, in 
my view, on The Line.  Haaretz makes clear that The Line is just the central 
feature of a huge plan – NEOM - that includes agricultural and industrial 
areas, tourist attractions and an airport.   
 
Now, a year and a half ago, Haaretz reported that the Saudi kingdom was 
struggling to find jobs for its numerous unemployed citizens.  60 skyscrapers 
in Riyadh’s financial centre were empty.  Foreign investors were not rushing 
in to bankroll the country's development.  And now – Saudi is building this 
thing?  How – and more importantly, why? 
 
Haaretz in their article report that NEOM horrifies researchers who have seen 
other visions of this type.  Eliyahu Keller – architect and historian – says that 
such projects have never reached fruition - and that: 
 
"I think the Saudis are ignoring the significant and very serious questions at the 
heart of the project. Behind it is a blind faith in the power of technology to solve 
humanity’s problems. These images fit a conception of what the future should 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-52375343
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-52375343
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Line,_Saudi_Arabia
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-52375343
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/2022-07-31/ty-article-magazine/.premium/the-saudi-futuristic-city-that-already-belongs-to-the-past/00000182-53b8-d2c3-a5a3-57f802a30000
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look like – glittery, shiny, full of neon. They don’t ask why people should go to 
this place, to the desert, or what kind of community is supposed to be there.” 
 
Keller’s view is that effort ought to be focused on improving our existing 
cities, not on creating new ones.  That “must create new” attitude, he says, 
has led to the current situation, where people live in locations where they are 
completely dependent on having their own car.   
 

5 NEOM on its website says that its project will be: 
  
“a destination, a home for people who dream big and want to be part of 
building a new model for sustainable living, working and prospering” and that 
“the lights of NEOM have pierced the sky, heralding a luminous dawn, a 
promising future, and a rich life in a land built by man for the sake of all 
humanity.” 
 
NEOM’s partners include McLaren Electric Racing and the Mercedes EQ 
team.  Motor racing.  How does that fit with NEOM’s green agenda?  Don’t tell 
TreeHugger!  Although, then again… 
 
NEOM’s Partners page says: 
 
“NEOM is an attempt to do something that’s never been done before and it’s 
coming at a time when the world needs fresh thinking.” 
 
I disagree.  I can’t – and will not - forget about NEOM throwing tribal people 
off their land.  This is an ancient practice that has been carried out since time 
began.  Nothing fresh about it.   
 
NEOM also says: 
 
“There is a popular misconception that NEOM is just a futuristic city under 
planning.  NEOM goes beyond that in every angle. It is developing across 
different economic and technological clusters, each one with its own very 
tangible goals and objectives; and all playing significant roles in the making of 
this great vision.” 
 
You have been warned.  The screenshot image from the website – “A 
Revolution in Civilisation” – makes clear that even without the forced 
displacement, NEOM’s attitude is similar to the World Economic Forum’ 
[WEF.]  NEOM, like the WEF, knows best for all of us and we all just need to 
accept that - like the displaced tribes had to accept it.  And just like the WEF, 
NEOM also lists a number of “sectors” on its website including Health, 
Wellbeing and Biotech [bizarrely, this is in all one sector!], Technology and 
Digital [of course!] and Education.   
 

6 Back to dystopia - in both fiction and fact   
 
Eliyahu Keller calls NEOM and The Line “a science-fiction jumble – 'Black 
Mirror' with touches of 'Blade Runner.”  He identifies earlier similar types of 
designs, including Oscar Newman’s Underground City Beneath Manhattan.  

https://www.neom.com/
https://www.neom.com/en-us/partners
https://www.neom.com/en-us/sectors
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This was a 1969 design for a huge sphere suspended below Manhattan 
where people would live.  He also cites the architect Lebbeus Woods, whose 
“Underground Berlin” of the 1980s conceptualised, again, people living 
underground.   
 
Which leads me to my first example of Dystopia in Fiction that relates to The 
Line.  A story written over a hundred years ago, The Machine Stops by E M 
Forster, is one of my favourite stories.  It’s set in a future in which people live 
below the surface of the earth.  Alone.  All contact between people is via a 
screen.  It isn’t safe to be above ground – at least, that’s what everyone is told 
– and the government wouldn’t lie to the People, would it?  Perish the 
thought.  Although, in the story, there is no government.  Don’t get too 
excited - instead, there is The Machine, which runs EVERYTHING.  Until it 
doesn’t. 
 
The Line also reminds me of these feature films, all “fiction”: 
 
Ready Player One is a novel and film with an interesting concept of a 
dystopian future.  The protagonist lives in the "stacks", a poverty-stricken 
district constructed of trailer homes piled on top of each other. Most people 
spend all their time in virtual reality, in part, because it’s vastly preferable to 
real life. 
 
Minority Report the film is a great blend of sci-fi and noir, in my view.  Smart 
homes and cities, constant surveillance and self-driving cars are the norm.  
Murder has been almost eliminated by Pre-Crime, for whom the Precogs are 
deprived of liberty – instead they “live” in a drug-induced sleep to enable 
them to “see” crimes people are planning.  Would-be killers also lose their 
liberty – they are imprisoned in a benevolent virtual reality state.  
 
Code 46 is a doomed love story set in a near-future in which people can only 
travel if they have a permit issued by the totalitarian government.  Outside 
the cities, the desert has taken over and shanty towns are jammed with non-
citizens - people without ID who are forced to live primitive lives.   
      

7 Given what I’ve seen and read about “The Line,” I can understand why – as in 
Code 46 – many people might say when “invited” to move into the new city: 
“No, I’m good, thanks.”  The commentators I’ve come across, with the 
exception of TreeHugger, seem to be expressing a response which I would 
term “instinctive.”  Hence the repeated use of the word “dystopian.”  
 
This is interesting.  Are people’s instincts coming to the fore?   
If so, perhaps we need more “insane” projects like The Line - because the 
thing appears to be having an effect.  A positive effect. 
Finally, are people starting to say NO?  Are they - at last - beginning to 
realise, or suspect, or understand at some deep level [instinctively, in other 
words] that what they are being “offered” [or ushered towards} is NOT in their 
best interests?  More than that, is it at odds with the stated aims of the ones 
doing the offering [ushering]? 
If so – bring it on, I say! 
 

https://web.cs.ucdavis.edu/~rogaway/classes/188/materials/the%20machine%20stops.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ready_Player_One_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minority_Report_(film)
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0345061/
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And this apparently instinctive response by a great many people – in the 
form of a BIG FAT NO – appears to be separate from the “elephant in the 
room.”  I refer to the tribes’ forced displacement, that represents the dystopia 
in FACT of The Line.  Are people at some level wondering – what will happen 
to all the land, currently occupied by nine million people, if they move – or 
get moved – into The Line?  And – why were the tribes displaced?  Is Saudi 
Arabia short of land?  Why not build your nightmare – sorry, dream - 
somewhere else – where nobody needs to be turfed off? 
 
Having forced people OUT OF the place where his nightmare dream vision 
will be created, why would the Prince and his people not force people INTO 
it?  In other words, if they say NO when he says “Come and live in Universe 25 
– sorry, NEOM - the new world I’ve created for you – will those NOs be 
accepted?   
 
Given that the promo video shows the existing city being gathered up and 
relocated into NEOM, I don’t think they will accept any answer but YES.    
 
Will these people be FORCED to relocate?  Perhaps that is the real reason so 
many people call this project dystopian.  They can’t quite bring themselves 
to publish the fact that people will be FORCED to relocate.  Possibly they 
can’t bring themselves to even think it. 
 
And - having been forced in - how will these people have autonomy - of any 
kind?  Nine million souls’ new landlord - if not their landlord, how will MBS 
and his people not be their freeholder - since they own the place? 
 
It is autonomy, not freedom, that in my view marks the difference between 
life and existence.  It was autonomy that was taken from the mice in Universe 
25.  They no longer needed to create - or, damn it, struggle to survive.  
Instead, they were placed into an artificial environment where “their needs 
were met.”   
 
Could it be this proposed – as well as actual - deletion of autonomy from 
human beings, that is why people are calling The Line dystopian?   
Because they instinctively KNOW - perhaps? 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: CONNECT: Magazine 
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