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  Trust us - we’re Big Tech! – [ Yeah right! ] 

1 Two major aviation companies, Boeing and Airbus, have been in 
the news recently.  They are concerned about the risk to 
aeroplanes from the 5G that is due to be rolled out across the 
United States any day.  
  

 

2 When I say, “any day,” “any moment” would be more accurate. 
At the eleventh hour, the 5G rollout has been paused to enable 
two suppliers to ensure there will be no threat to aviation safety. 
How on earth could this happen? 
 

 

3 According to RT, in its article Boeing & Airbus sound alarm over 5G rollout, 5G 
cell phone signals in the C-Band spectrum, due to be rolled out in early 
January – just days away at that time - may threaten the ability of aircraft to 
operate safely in low visibility. 
 
The issue is that using radio altimeters - devices that allow pilots to land in 
low visibility and that depend on radio signals to gauge altitude - will be 
dangerous or even impossible when 5G is activated at more than forty of the 
busiest US airports. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration [FAA] told airlines that they would ban 
pilots from relying on radio altimeters to track altitude near certain airports.  
 
The FAA also said that “forcing airlines to land planes elsewhere could 
inconvenience passengers, pilots and staff” and potentially “pose legal issues 
should the alternate site be situated in another country or a state with 
different laws.” 
 
In the words of tennis professional John McEnroe, “You cannot be serious!” 
 

4 Either an aeroplane, then, has to land at a different airport, or the pilot has to 
land without using the altimeter – by using a very long tape measure, 
perhaps, to measure the distance from the ground.   
 
Not because the altimeter is faulty - but so that people at airports can have 
faster Wi-Fi. 
 
This FAA “solution” to the problem was reported, not only by RT but also by 
the BBC, in Boeing and Airbus warn US over 5G safety concerns.  The BBC 
reported that radio altitude meters would be banned at the forty biggest 
American airports where 5G will be switched on. 

https://www.rt.com/news/544548-5g-threat-airlines-safety/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-59737194
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This has to be a joke.  Please tell me it’s a joke.  The use of 5G is allowed at 
airports – the use of the device that measures the height of a plane, however, 
is banned on planes. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission [FCC] argues there is “no real 
issue” with radio altimeters, according to RT.   
Not - no issue – no real issue. 
 
The two main providers of 5G, Verizon Communications and AT&T Inc, are 
going to limit the strength of their networks for the first half of 2022 “while 
additional evidence from radio altimeter manufacturers is evaluated.”  
 
The 5G providers appear to have dismissed concerns that there might be an 
issue, arguing that there was “no credible evidence that a legitimate 
interference problem exists.”  They also said that further delays – because 
they’ve already delayed the rollout - were mere “fearmongering.” 
 
I wonder what they mean by credible evidence.  Could it be evidence that 
they, themselves, have carried out – or at least paid for?  Every day that 5G is 
delayed, the providers are losing money, or at least, failing to make it, on the 
service.  I’d say that means they are unlikely to find any evidence of issues, 
credible or not. 
 
The BBC’s article also reported that the wireless industry has accused the 
aviation industry of “fearmongering and distorting facts” and blamed them for 
harming economic recovery from the pandemic. 
 
So, the people who make money from a product – 5G, in this case - are 
name-calling against the people who are concerned about the safety of that 
product.   
No conflict of interest here, then.   
I’m sure I’ve seen something else like this – I can’t think what it is.  Perhaps it 
will come back to me. 
 
Clearly, Boeing and Airbus aren’t reassured by the safety evidence, credible 
or incredible as it might be. 
    

5 Other media platforms are less bothered than RT about the potential for 
issues with aeroplanes, their main concern being that flights will be delayed 
if 5G interferes with altimeters.   
 
The other media platforms don’t seem to be thinking about possible crashes.   
Reuters merely reported that there was a two-week delay in deploying 5G to 
avert an “aviation safety standoff,” and provided a stunning quote from AT&T: 
 
"We know aviation safety and 5G can co-exist and we are confident further 
collaboration and technical assessment will allay any issues." 
 
“Can” co-exist?   
Not “does” co-exist?   
Or even “will” co-exist! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-59737194
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/talks-continue-near-deadline-over-us-5g-aviation-safety-dispute-2022-01-03/
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In this two-week delay period, Reuters reported, regulators, airlines and 
wireless carriers will look at ways of minimising the potential impact of 
interference on flight operations.   
In two weeks, they will resolve the issue? 
I’m totally reassured – not. 
 
Reuters also reported that Verizon Communications and AT&T were praised 
by the Federal Aviation Administration for agreeing to a delay and for 
offering safety measures. 
Praised for what, exactly? 
 

6 In “Planned 5G Rollout Risks Aviation Safety,” the Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association [AOPA] has reported that pilots, aircraft manufacturers, and 
safety advocates have been asking the FCC to consider adverse impacts on 
aviation for five years.   
 
The wireless industry has expressed continual scepticism that 5G 
transmissions could affect radar altimeters, despite evidence presented to 
the public and the FCC that such interference appears to be inevitable.   
 
The AOPA reported that wireless carriers appeared to acknowledge this 
possibility for the first time in November 2020. 
 

7 I decided to do a little research into the two 5G suppliers who – in some 
people’s view – deserve, at the very least, a knighthood for delaying the 
rollout of their product - on the most flimsy basis that it could save lives. 
 

Verizon works in partnership with the US Department of Defense including at 
the Marine Corps Air Station at Miramar, San Diego, where the military is 
experimenting with how it can use 5G to its advantage, detailed in  
5G and technological innovation help the Department of Defense explore 
new frontiers.  They also deliver 5G to enable smart cars, detailed in “Our 
experts discuss key 5G public safety uses.”  
 

AT&T is also a partner of the US government through its public sector work.   
 
Verizon Communications and AT&T are both US multinational 
telecommunications conglomerates stemming from the former Bells system 
of companies, known for the Bell Telephone Company that used to dominate 
the telephone industry in North America. 
 
Both companies operate technology in disaster situations. 
 
Both companies have allegedly applied unethical business practices against 
their competitors.   
 
Both companies have – allegedly – committed privacy breaches.  AT&T has 
been found to drive a coach and horses through both the privacy of their 
customers and privacy laws. 
Nice guys, then. 
 

https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2021/november/04/planned-5g-rollout-risks-aviation-safety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verizon_Communications
https://www.verizon.com/business/resources/casestudies/how-5g-and-tech-innovations-are-helping-the-dod.pdf
https://www.verizon.com/business/resources/casestudies/how-5g-and-tech-innovations-are-helping-the-dod.pdf
https://www.verizon.com/business/solutions/public-sector/public-safety/5g-innovations/
https://www.verizon.com/business/solutions/public-sector/public-safety/5g-innovations/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AT%26T
https://about.att.com/pages/public_sector
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8 It seems that the safety of a product – 5G, in this case - is being entrusted to 
the Big Tech suppliers of the product.   
That is, to the same companies that make money from claiming the use of 
their product is safe – safe in all circumstances.  The same companies that 
lose money if they cannot sell their product. 
 
What about the regulators? 
Two regulators are involved in this issue: one for the aviation industry – the 
Federal Aviation Administration [FAA] - the other for the wireless industry – 
the Federal Communications Commission [FCC]. 
 
The latter does not see a “real” issue. 
Hmmm… 
 
The former, meanwhile, has put forward a “solution” – hooray. 
The solution is not to ensure that the use of the product – 5G – is safe.   
The solution, rather, is to prevent the use of altimeters, because they may fail 
to work, due to interference from 5G, 
 
How is this possible?  
At the eleventh hour, how can there be any doubt about the safety of 5G? 
Not only for aviation – in every aspect of life.  
 
So, what does this mean for the safety of other new technologies, new foods 
or new medical treatments? 
We, the People, always used to assume that, when something new comes 
into use, it has been fully tested.   
 
Fully tested, of course, does not mean it is safe! 
We also used to assume that it was fully tested and found to be safe. 
 
And that it had been proved to be safe to be used for its stated purpose - 
rather than, for example, a toy being safe as long as it is not taken out of its 
box. 
   
The recent revelations, about the uncertainty over whether or not 5G will 
have consequences for aviation, show how wrong we would be to continue 
to make those assumptions.   
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

3 LINK: RT: Boeing & Airbus sound alarm over 5G rollout 

4 LINK: BBC: Boeing and Airbus warn US over 5G safety concerns 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.rt.com/news/544548-5g-threat-airlines-safety/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-59737194
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5 LINK: Reuters: Verizon, AT&T to delay 5G deployment, averting aviation 
standoff 

6 LINK: Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association: Planned 5G Rollout Risks 
Aviation Safety 

7 LINK: Wikipedia: Verizon Communications 

7 LINK: Verizon Communications: Case Study: 5G and technological 
innovation help the Department of Defense explore new frontiers 

7 LINK: Verizon Communications: Our experts discuss key 5G public safety 
uses 

7 LINK: Wikipedia: AT&T 

7 LINK: AT&T: Public Sector 
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