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Fawkes 1: Owen Paterson MP   
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 The government is corrupt and wallows in sleaze – but its’s worse than that! 

1 Owen Paterson MP – now ex-MP for North Shropshire having 
resigned last week under the pressure – has the honour of 
being our Number One entry on our list.  We thought it was time 
that someone compiled a list of all the notable events 
connected with our shameful, but elected MPs. 
  

 

2 It will not be an honours list.  Instead, it will be a list of all their 
indiscretions, poor behaviours and crimes.  It’s a list which will 
make it plain that these people are truly not worthy of their 
position or deserving of their salary.  In short, they are not to be 
trusted with anything – let alone our representation.   
    

 

3 So, lets begin our list – The Fawkes List as we will refer to it as.  This in part is 
because it was born on 05 November 21.  There is a second reason for the 
name however and it emanates from something we read about their being a 
Fawke in the road ahead.  In other words, a choice about the path we can all 
choose to take as a People.  A choice about how we can organise our society.  
It means there is an alternative to the system we have currently.   
The alternative/s look more interesting the more they are looked at.     
 
First then, the back story about this particular and once fairly senior Tory MP. 
 
I should remark here that I have zero allegiance to any party member in 
parliament and neither do I hold any support for any of the parties in 
parliament.  I remain neutral and judge them honestly and fairly according to 
what is known and revealed about them. 
 
And the following is what has become known about Owen Paterson. 
 

4 Wikipedia:  Owen William Paterson is a British Conservative Party politician 
who served as Secretary of State for Northern Ireland from 2010 to 2012 and 
as Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs from 2012 to 
2014. 
 

5 The Guardian wrote:   
MP Owen Paterson faces suspension for breaking lobbying rules. 
 
Ex-minister could be suspended from Commons for 30 days after working as 
a consultant with two firms. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owen_Paterson
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/oct/26/owen-paterson-faces-suspension-breaking-lobbying-rules
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Paterson faces a 30-day suspension from the House of Commons for an 
“egregious” breach of lobbying rules, raising the possibility he could lose his 
seat if enough constituents trigger a byelection. 
 
The former cabinet minister was found to have breached paid advocacy 
rules, two years after the Guardian published documents revealing how the 
former environment secretary helped lobby for two firms he was paid to 
advise – Randox and Lynn’s Country Foods. 
 
Paterson had been a paid advisor by these firms for 6 and 5yrs respectively. 
An initial investigation into his dealings revealed… 
 
he made three approaches to the Food Standards Agency relating to Randox 
and the testing of antibiotics in milk; seven approaches to the same agency 
relating to Lynn’s Country Foods; and four approaches to ministers at the 
Department for International Development relating to Randox and blood 
testing technology. 
 
Following the initial investigation, the standards committee – which contains 
MPs from different political parties, including several Conservatives – 
launched its own investigation, and the results of both were published on 
Tuesday. 
 
The committee revealed Paterson had failed to declare his interest and used 
his parliamentary office on at least 16 occasions for business meetings with 
his clients between October 2016 and February 2020 and sent two letters 
relating to his business interests on taxpayer-funded Commons-headed 
notepaper. 
 
Paterson was also found to have committed “an egregious case of paid 
advocacy”, “repeatedly used his privileged position to benefit two companies 
for whom he was a paid consultant” and brought the Commons into 
disrepute. It said: “No previous case of paid advocacy has seen so many 
breaches or such a clear pattern of behaviour in failing to separate private 
and public interests.” 
 
The committee recommended Paterson be suspended from the Commons 
for 30 sitting days. 
 
Parliamentary rules were changed some time ago in the wake of the MPs’ 
expenses scandal.  What the rules specify is that any MP suspended for 
more than 10 days can face a ballot where their constituents can decide 
whether to force a byelection by supporting what is known as a recall 
petition. The rules specify that 10% of the electors in the MP’s seat would 
need to support the petition for a byelection to be triggered. 
 
The Guardian revealed information about Paterson’s business dealings in 
April 2019, indicating that he was being paid nearly £100,000 by Randox to 
act as a consultant, while helping lobby the government to seek contracts for 
the same multinational firm. 
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Note The Expenses Scandal is not to be forgotten and we shall be looking afresh 
at what happened.  Many of the MPs who lodged unjust claims for taxpayers’ 
money are still sitting in parliament.  They are the same people with 
contaminated morals and should be identified as such for all to see.  
Forgiven for their crimes – maybe – but not forgotten - definitely! 
 

6 This is a nice gravy train to get on and our ex-MP is not the only MP to have 
joined one.  We will be adding a second MP to The Fawkes List very shortly 
and this one is another high-ranking senior Tory MP.  His gravy train might 
make your eyes water given the number of noughts attached to the £ signs. 
   

7 But Paterson’s story didn’t end with the exposure of his own dealings. 
 
On 26 October 21, the Committee on Standards published their report on the 
conduct of Owen Paterson MP.  It could hardly be more damning. 
 
In its concluding paragraphs it says:  
The Committee commented that it does not doubt that Mr Paterson sincerely 
believes that he has acted properly. Mr Paterson is clearly convinced in his 
own mind that there could be no conflict between his private interest and the 
public interest in his actions in this case. But it is this same conviction that 
meant that Mr Paterson failed to establish the proper boundaries between 
his private commercial work and his parliamentary activities, as set out in the 
Guide to the Rules. The Committee concluded that being able to judge the 
difference between one’s private, personal interest and the public interest is 
at the very heart of public service and a senior member of the House with 
many years standing should be able to make that distinction more clearly. 
 
The Conclusion continued… 
 
In accordance with normal practice, before considering sanctions the 
Committee noted any aggravating or mitigating factors in the case. 
Aggravating factors included: 
 

• No previous case of paid advocacy has seen so many breaches or 
such a clear pattern of behaviour in failing to separate private and 
public interests. 

• Mr Paterson’s financial remuneration from Randox and Lynn’s 
amounted to nearly three times his annual parliamentary salary. 

• Mr Paterson's actions demonstrate a failure to uphold the Seven 
Principles of Public Life. 

• Mr Paterson has made serious, personal, and unsubstantiated 
allegations against the integrity of the Commissioner and her team. 

• Mr Paterson is a former Minister, and an experienced long-serving 
Member of the House. 

 
And this is a man elected by his constituents to represent their interests and 
had his salary – received in compensation - effectively paid by those same 
constituents.  But whilst being paid by those constituents – in the order of 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/290/committee-on-standards/news/158246/committee-on-standards-publish-report-on-the-conduct-of-rt-hon-owen-paterson-mp/
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£80k pa with expenses added, he was being paid 3 times that amount 
serving his own interests and those who were prepared to pay him for 
services rendered. 
 
Owen Paterson saw no wrong in this. 
Interestingly - PM Boris Johnson MP – saw no wrong either, which is why he 
went to extraordinary lengths to protect and defend Paterson in parliament. 
We are grateful to The Sun for this journalist’s questions of him. 
 
The Boy’s Club works very well when it needs to – but the question is this: 
The dodge tactics of the PM could not be any plainer.  
 
How many more days has this very traditional of Boy’s Clubs going to remain 
in place?  The Fawke in the road is dead ahead. 
  

8 SKY News wrote:  
Owen Paterson: Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer accuses Boris Johnson's 
government of 'corruption' after vote to protect MP from being suspended. 
 
Tory MPs were told not to back the cross-party Standards Committee's call 
to suspend him. 
 
But 98 abstained and 13 rebelled after being told to vote instead for an 
amendment to establish a new Conservative-led committee to consider Mr 
Paterson's case and review the entire standards process. 
 
However, the movement was passed with a majority of 18 votes and since 
then a number of political figures have hit back at the outcome. 
 
Sir Keir Starmer has accused the government of "corruption" and "wallowing 
in sleaze". 
Sky quoted the Labour party leader’s message to The Guardian:  
"I am sick of people skirting around calling this out for what it is: corruption. 
Paterson was receiving money from a private company to ask questions on 
its behalf." 
 
He added that the Conservatives' "plan is to permanently weaken the 
structures that hold MPs to high standards" and instead of "trying to sort 
things out, we have a government that wants to stitch things up". 
 
He also told the publication, "the rot starts at the stop" and "we have a prime 
minister whose name is synonymous with sleaze, dodgy deals and 
hypocrisy". 
 
Have a look at the voting list to see how the MPs voted. 
It shows who voted to rip up the rule book and let Paterson off the hook.   
250 FOR and 232 AGAINST. 162 ABSTAINED. 
Interestingly  
The MPs for Tetbury - Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

and Malmesbury – James Gray  
voted to support Owen Paterson and rip up the rule book. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wC4fstQYJS0
https://news.sky.com/story/owen-paterson-labour-leader-sir-keir-starmer-accuses-boris-johnsons-government-of-corruption-after-vote-to-protect-mp-from-being-suspended-12459400
https://votes.parliament.uk/Votes/Commons/Division/1124#ayes
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9 The aftermath so far 
 
The Times wrote:  
Boris Johnson reverses his standards overhaul after Owen Paterson scandal. 
 
Downing Street has bowed to pressure and will completely reverse an 
overhaul of the standards system voted for by MPs last week. 
 
It confirmed the U-turn last night after Boris Johnson attempted to spare 
Owen Paterson from a 30-day suspension for paid lobbying. Paterson was 
forced to resign amid public outcry after the prime minister set up a new 
committee with a Tory majority in an attempt to quash the MP for North 
Shropshire’s suspension. 
 
The Independent wrote:  
Owen Paterson resignation. 
Owen Paterson has resigned as the Conservative MP for North Shropshire 
after Boris Johnson U-turned to allow a fresh vote on his suspension after 
being found to have breached lobbying rules. 
 
The former cabinet minister announced his resignation on Thursday after the 
prime minister was forced into a retreat over plans to prevent his immediate 
suspension by launching a review of the entire disciplinary process. 
 

Note It is all too easy to gloss over this point – and I refer to the proposed 30-day 
suspension.  Humiliating it maybe, but who is the loser here? 
 
Does it mean Paterson would have foregone 30-days salary? 
Well, he probably would not have missed it if it did. 
It could have meant 30-days paid holiday – that sounds worse.  
The constituents of North Shropshire would have missed out on some 
representation perhaps – but maybe not. 
 
This guy should have been roasted.  Given his crimes, he should have been 
sacked without leave and made an example of.  Instead, The Boy’s Club 
moved to limit the damage.  And although it doesn’t necessarily appear so – 
that damage has effectively been limited – at least for the moment. 
   

10 This story just lays bare so many things that are wrong – completely wrong 
with our system of democracy and parliamentary process. 
 
This is not the first time the lid has been lifted on the deplorable behaviour 
which MPs seem to be allowed to get away with total impunity.  It will not be 
the last either. 
 
In this series we have called The Fawkes List, we shall be adding to the list, a 
number of notable events which the People need to be aware of.  We shall 
place the spotlight on the goings on for all to clearly see. 
 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/boris-johnson-reverses-his-standards-overhaul-after-owen-paterson-scandal-wzgthc9pb
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/owen-paterson-resignation-statement-full-b1951537.html


Magazine: Tetbury CONNECT  
 

6 | P a g e  
 

The result – if we get that far with the list – will be to tear-up the rule book at 
The Boy’s Club – and completely rewrite how we do politics in the UK.  The 
Change will be utterly refreshing and thoroughly exciting.  
 
The Fawke in the road is dead ahead. 

  

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 
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