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 We were in total disbelief – we’d surely witnessed our own glitch in the matrix  

1 Have you ever starred at something in total disbelief or 
bewilderment?  If you have, then you will know how two writers 
for CONNECT felt when they looked in at the Bay Gallery in 
Tetbury. 
 

 

2 First to say, is that we have loved the Bay Gallery in Tetbury and 
the amazing – even mesmerizing - art forms on display there.  It 
has been a miniature oasis centred on the indigenous Australian 
people – positioned right here in the centre of our town. 
There is nothing like it anywhere outside of London and Oz! 
     

 

3 Imagine now the disappointment – even disbelief - when strolling past one 
Friday morning we discovered a new shop had come to town.  A new shop in 
town is always welcome especially if it takes on a previously empty one. 
 
But this new shop had taken over one of our all-time favourite galleries – the 
Bay Gallery.  What was before us now was hive of activity, putting the 
finishing touches to Tetbury’s latest arrival.  A new sign was being hung over 
the door announcing the array of stock on display both inside and outside 
this lovely historic shop behind the Market House.  Tetbury had acquired a 
new second-hand book shop.  Our hearts sank – only to be caught in mid-
dive by the fact that we also have a love for books - and storytelling!   
 
We couldn’t face going in now and our thoughts turned to Alexandra – the 
Bay Gallery owner who we will surely not see again.  We planned to return a 
week later to explore what this new enterprise had to offer. 
   

4 And return we did – a week later. 
 
And here we take a diversion into another realm and one we hadn’t been 
aware of until a few years ago.  We had begun to hear about a strange 
phenomenon called the Mandela Effect.  It is an effect which believers 
suggest proves that we all live in a kind of computer matrix – rather than a 
REAL physical world.  It’s a world where everything appears physical - but 
isn’t!  It sounds a bit Sci-Fi of course, but - oddly enough – there are a 
number of eminent scientists that believe the theory does hold water.   
 
For anyone who has seen the Matrix trilogy – a quite amazing story which 
depicts humans living as slaves in a machine world – the Mandela theory will 
have some resonance.  Basically, in the film, the machines have become so 
clever in this sci-fi existence, that they have taken over the world and -

https://www.baygalleryhome.com/
https://www.baygalleryhome.com/
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mankind.  The machines did this because they found that humans were just 
too awful at looking after the planet and themselves.  Given what we hear 
about AI coming to a town near us and given how rubbish our current leaders 
are at making the right decisions for the planet and ourselves – there is a kind 
of uncomfortable predictability about our future – within these Matrix films.    
 
Any way to continue.  In the story, the machines keep the humans alive in cell 
like incubators – stacked in their tens of thousands in sky-scraper like 
structures – for the sole purpose of using each human body as energy 
generator.  This may sound to you – like too much information. 
 
Take a look at The Matrix trailers if you are sufficiently interested. 
It has a hugely clever storyline and a very absorbing look into a possible 
future – if we aren’t careful about our chosen leaders and our own behaviour. 
     

5 With all that said, the computer world in which the protagonist is found to 
live in the opening scenes of film one – The Matrix – is subject to glitches.  
Nothing new about that – we all know computer programmes have glitches! 
 
And a glitch is what we stood still looking at – that one week later. 
It had to be a glitch!  We looked at each other and back at the shop.  It was a 
glitch alright rather than a dream.  We had both seen the bookshop 7 days 
earlier.  There were people there inside and outside the shop.  A new shop 
sign had been put in place and there were rows and racks of second-hand 
books.  
 
This is surely a Mandela Effect we said to each other.  Wow. 
 

6 The Mandela Effect – what is that you might ask? 
In the above link, the BBC give examples of what this curious thing is. 
 
I have to say, it does have some resonance with me.  For example – in the 
“Snow White” children’s story – I remember the line being: 

“ Mirror, mirror on the wall.” 
People are saying this is not right anymore. 
The reason is that there has been a glitch in the matrix and the past has been 
changed – somehow.  Weird or what!  
 
The thing is – we remembered there being a bookshop – pure and simple – 
and it was right there in front of us, where the Bay Gallery used to be – 7days 
ago. 
 

7 But now – 7days on, we were looking at – the Bay Gallery again! 
Can you believe our shock and disbelief?! 
 
After what seemed minutes of total silence and bewilderment, we took our 
courage in both hands and stepped inside.  There was the slight concern – 
no, it was actually a BIG concern - that we might be stepping into a time 
portal.  A stargate kind of thing which might land us on the other side of the 
universe.  Or maybe just back in time 7days.   

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zc38kty
https://www.baygalleryhome.com/
https://www.baygalleryhome.com/
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Heaven knows where we might have gone – although the experience would 
have been really interesting!  Oddly, I knew someone once who actually did 
that, of sorts – so these things do exist. 
The person put his arm into a solid wall – right in – as if the wall was just an 
illusion.  It was on a stairwell I believe in a Welsh castle.  Oh, and out again! 
 

8 Inside, we clearly looked more than strange to Alexandra – since our chins 
must have been down near the carpet and our eyes out on storks. 
 
We slowly explained what we had seen and experienced – not knowing 
whether she would believe us.  In fact, why should she – the story was nuts! 
 

9 Alexandra accepted our story with a slowly creeping smile moving across 
her whole demeanour.  Yes, she said.   

“That day – when all the activity was going on with the bookshop - I took 
myself off for a long walk and lunch at The Trouble House.”   
 

Alexandra explained - there was nothing she could do to help the film 
production crew – turn the gallery into a bookshop for a few hours whilst 
they filmed a TV advert.  When we saw the bookshop, there were no 
cameras – directors – lighting – makeup – sound - gaffers or grips in 
evidence.  The timing was utterly perfect to trick us – and it did.  
 
Well, how about that.  What a perfectly logical and sensible combination of 
facts that had nothing to do with that computer matrix - time warps – 
stargates or anything.  It was just all TV – like the rest of life. 
 
We all see what we want to see don’t we?! 
 
It has given us an idea for a screenplay though! 
We will think about that. 
 
This story reminds me of the Mr Benn stories. 
At least, I think that was his name when he lived in Putney? 
I shall have to check to see if that has changed too – by some curious 
Mandela Effect.  
  

PS1 It is great to have the Bay Gallery firmly rooted in our town. 
A second-hand bookshop would though be nice! 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

4 LINK Film: The Matrix 

6 LINK BBC: Six movie quotes that are victims of the ‘Mandela Effect’ 

https://www.thetroublehouse.co.uk/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0065322/
https://mandelaeffect.net/mandela-effect-examples/
https://www.baygalleryhome.com/
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zc38kty
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9 LINK Film: Mr Benn - of Festive Road   

9 LINK The Mandela Effect – A deeper look 
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