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There's a reality check coming. It's set to trigger a completely new system!

1 Chancellor Rachel Reeves delivered a beast of a budget this last week. No
one was expecting good news - since governments almost never deliver on
that - as she'd given us all plenty of advance warning to sweat the BIG stuff.

The truth is - the measures she laid out were the exact opposite of what her
boss told us all - a year ago - was going to happen. Growth-Growth-Growth
he said, not understanding it seems how that's created - at least for the
ordinary guy just hanging on - while mega corporations scoop off the cream.
For the smaller businesses - like Luke's - this budget was next to crushing.

2 In the personal words of a small business owner in his own community
This is the face of a tired, and absolutely bloody skint, pub landlord who has
Jjust had a chance to start reading through today's Budget announcements.
| pulled my pants down ready for it - but clearly forgot the lube.

3 Minimum wage increase
We all heard in advance that this was happening, and unfortunately, it's not
even a double-edged sword. The minimum wage will increase, but tax
thresholds remain the same, forcing more of your wage into the taxable
bracket. Thisisn't a pay increase - it's a tax increase! The few extra quid the
average worker will end up with in their pocket after tax will be spent 10-fold
by the cost increases, we're all about to see, everywhere we spend our
money, as a result.
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Meanwhile, small business owners, who already literally don't have a spare
penny, will just cut staff hours, stop hiring, fire existing staff, or shut up shop
altogether.

4 Alcohol duty going up
Rising with inflation, alcohol duty will increase across the board, including
draught products. We're about to see a 3.66% increase just on the duty itself
- and don't forget all the other increases the breweries themselves will also
be facing from this budget. Plus, you can bet they'll be adding them straight
onto our beer invoices.

5 Business Rates utter bullsh*t
Headline nonsense of a reduction in the multiplier used for hospitality
businesses is quickly overshadowed by the fact they've snuck in HUGE
increases to everyone's actual rateable value!

At present, our RV is £12,500 and we theoretically pay 49.9p/ £ of that
annually - but we also get small business relief, making our bill approx £100
per month.

Our new RV is apparently going to be £25,500 - even with the new multiplier
of 38.2p/£ that equates to £812 per month - and there's now no small
business rate relief on that!

That's a whopping £712 MORE per month, despite a fancy headline stating
business rates are dropping!

6 | manage to pay myself, on average, the princely sum of £6ph for the hours |
work - and that's not including time spent on midnight Facebook rants, late
night emergencies and perpetually ignoring my kids and partner whilst
answering phone calls and emails from sales reps, energy suppliers and
people who can't remember if they left their bank card at the pub 6mths
ago.

This month | was only able to pay myself half my normal pittaree—wage, to
make sure the all-powerful VAT man could have his well-funded Christmas
party, whilst also ensuring all my suppliers and staff were fully paid up, as
they of course very much deserve to be.

7 The past year has been, without a doubt, my toughest one since taking over
the pub - and yes, it seriously is a LOT harder than the “Covid Years"!
Every single possible bill has gone up, some by as much as 50% without
warning, and yet we've held firm on our pricing because who the hell wants
to pay more than 6 quid for a pint. | know | don't!

8 But the reality is - this: sh't is really bleeping tough right now, and without
small incremental price rises there will be no pubs any more. Not just ours -
because every Freehold pub across the country is currently fairly well on the
verge of collapse. No one wants to say it out loud, because to admit it is
almost tempting fate, but we're really all living on the edge these days -
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week-to-week, hand-to-mouth, and searching for a god we didn't previously
believe in - to start praying to!

And what does the future look like without “The Great British Pub"?!

It's certainly not one | want to envisage! Pubs are a British institution - a place
to relax, make new friends, meet old friends, listen to live music, discover
amazing new beers, make business deals, celebrate happy occasions,
commiserate and mourn less than happy occasions, learn a new sport, meet
your future wife, discover how bloody awful pickled eggs are! Not forgetting
opportunities to fundraise for your latest charity, partake in a quiz or bingo
night or (God forbid) karaoke night..

Pubs are a part of British life and | know - for absolute certain - things will be
even shittier when they're all gone and turned into housing!

We haven't had a price increase at The Hog since July 2024. Yes, | did write
that date correctly - 2024. That's 16 months of us holding our prices, despite
minimum wage, national insurance, electric, gas, beer, co2 and literally
everything else you can think of increasing in price on an almost-monthly

basis! (| know, we're absolute bloody legends, you're welcome! % @)

Seriously though, if you want to still have a pub a year from now in Horsley -,
or anywhere else for that matter - then I'm sorry to say you just have to
accept the inevitable, because | can't keep feeding my kids on less than
£6ph, and today's budget has really hammered home the fact we should
have been nudging our prices up a LOT more frequently than every 16
months!

If you come into The Hog next week and find everything is 20 or 30p more a
pint, then | hope this post helps to explain why. It's not “greedy pubs” making
loads of money from you, it's this b"stard government forcing us to do
whatever we have to, just to survive. But please know, were | a better
businessman, and if | cared less about all you bloody legends who support
us every single day, then it would be significantly more than just 20p going
on a pint, so | promise we are still trying our damnedest to look after you all!

The fire is warm, the beer is cold, the conversation is (sometimes) good, and |
promise we don't plan on going anywhere any time soon. But when you're
already paying 100% more for a tub of Lurpack from Morrisons, please try
your best to remember not to moan at us too loudly about a 4 or 5% increase
on a pint, that is making sure the doors will stay open for hopefully many
more years to come!

We bloody love you all! @ But this government can bleep the bleep right off!
(Sorry mum for all the swears @)

From us all here at The Hog in Horsley
Luke, Kelly, Cristian, and the rest of the legendary Team Hog! x ¥ @
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Editor's comment

The route to growth - as most economists will tell us - is to lower taxes and
create a business environment which oozes confidence - if not an
environment setting course to ooze confidence some time soon. This
current government is now accused of doing everything to crush any
confidence which might have existed just 7days ago - thus giving the
average businessman - and certainly the heroes of every smaller business
serving us in the community - one more challenging headache to suffer.

If you fancy a dive into the beautiful Cotswolds to find a great village pub -
nestled on the outskirts of Nailsworth - an interesting and friendly town, full
of independent shops and galleries - then The Hog might be the place to
head for. If you're like Luke - stay clear of the pickled eggs - and instead go
for a warm fireside chat with a legend of these parts. He would love to see
you and chew the cud over one of his speciality beers. Located GL6 oPR

By: Contact CONNECT: HERE
THE HISTORY BOOK - THB

We have compiled a repository of interesting articles across a wide range of
subjects - cross-referenced in most cases - all freely accessible to you and
all our interested readers.

The articles take the form of webpages, PDFs, audios and videos -
accumulated from a growing worldwide network of sources and authors.

Articles previously published on the CONNECT websites - are filed in the
LIBRARY section of THB. Filed in the BANK section are articles held for
general reference and expanded research.

Further articles relative to the subjects covered in this Thought Byte article
can be read under their respective headings, in our different Reading Rooms.

The History Book is already a compendium of immensely valuable
information and - with records being added every week - is rapidly
expanding to become a unique source of reference on many important and
major topics of our time.

Access to more than 10,000 articles, on the expanding array of subjects, is
FREE - providing for you - our reader - an easily accessible reference library
within a few simple clicks 24/7. Please do enjoy!

FURTHER READING

= Articles in The History Book are in two sections: Library and Bank.
sw  Both are accessed via the Library and Bank icons on each page.

TALKTV: THAT WAS A ROYAL KICKING : BP-5483C
THE SPECTATOR: THE 2025 AUTUMN BUDGET : BP-5484A
TCW: THE UK'S BRAIN DRAIN : AN-5486A
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https://www.connect-m3.com/connect
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/bank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpZ7d_XUbNo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGPZeylHrTM
https://www.conservativewoman.co.uk/young-vote-with-their-feet-and-leave-starmers-high-tax-socialist-dystopia-in-their-thousands/
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BBC: SO DID THE CHANCELLOR LIE? : BP-5485B

SKY NEWS: BUDGET 2025: COMMENT : BP-5486G
GOV.UK: BUDGET 2025: SUMMARY : AW-5486I
PARLIAMENT: UK: BUDGET 2025: SUMMARY : AW-5486)
KRESTON REEVES: BUDGET 2025: SUMMARY : AW-5486K

The History Book: Library/RACHEL REEVES/
The History Book: Bank/RACHEL REEVES/
The History Book: Library/KIER STARMER/
The History Book: Bank/KIER STARMER/

CONNECT'S Maxim and Oath
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH.
In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions — we have no answers.

PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE
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Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgj85x380do
https://news.sky.com/story/budget-2025-reeves-to-announce-26bn-of-tax-rises-after-budget-leak-13475665
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/budget-2025-document/budget-2025-html
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10405/
https://www.krestonreeves.com/publications/autumn-budget-2025-full-summary/
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-13/rachel-reeves
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesbank-3/rachel-reeves
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-13/keir-starmer
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesbank-3/keir-starmer
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

