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Special Feature  

CONNECT  

A New Magna Charter?   
 

 3085 SB 

 Have we got something here we should have adopted some long while ago? 

1 The thoughts and images which come to mind when the 1215 Magna Carta is 
spoken of, include the heavy-handed King John being forced to seal an 
agreement as to how things were going to be done from there on. 
  

 It seems few people know, or realise, that Magna Carta is an exceptional 
piece of work which – importantly – describes that nothing in the kingdom 
can be placed above the sovereignty of the people.  In other words, the 
People are and shall remain ABOVE kings and parliament and nothing shall 
change that! Wow – take that in if you will. 
 

  

 

 
  

2 Neil Oliver is a great historian and commentator and speaks eloquently on 
this subject in a recent podcast. I strongly recommend your listening to him.  
His podcast is titled: “They are trying to alter the fabric of our reality”. 

Magna Carta stands over parliament, protecting the rights of the People. 
Parliament has NO RIGHT to change our lives in the way it is attempting 
to. In effect the People stand over parliament - Not the reverse of that. 

 
The purpose of this article however is not to explore the history surrounding 
the Magnificent Charter – the Magna Carta – but instead to explore the sense 
of originating another great Charter – or so it could be - locally. 
 
That is not another Charter to improve on the last one – which in many 
people’s views, doesn’t require amending or updating, amazingly!  It is a 
Charter in fact to set out how we might all live together a little better, a little 
more safely maybe and perhaps a whole lot more happily – possibly!     

https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-1/op-3045a
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3 For some while now, I have been investigating and learning about groups of 
people around the entire world who have been doing something I’ve found 
to be extremely interesting.  People have been organising themselves into 
communities – involving anywhere between 10 and 30 households generally 
– and all centred on one site – often a new-build site.  Typically, people will 
have built, or in part, designed their own homes on a chosen site but, 
importantly, they all live in a close-knit community they refer to as an 
Intentional Community. 
 
What that translates into, is that these people are intentional about living 
together as a community and act and behave in a way that suggests they 
want to be there and participate in most things – if not everything - that goes 
on there.   
That is community defined,  isn’t it? 
 
To be clear about this – we are not talking cults.  This is as far from cults as 
one could get.  The communities comprise people from all walks of life, 
cultures sometimes and certainly all ages.  The people live together in 
harmony with each other and as far as possible – with intent to do so - in 
harmony with nature and the environment. 
Doesn’t that sound great to you? 
 
These communities are not weird in any sense but are refreshing in the way 
they shine a light on how it’s possible to get along together if everyone has a 
clear understanding about how they should behave. 
 
It’s disappointing of course to even suggest that people don’t know how to 
behave, but the truth is – not everyone does.    
   

4 So, what is the magic – the magic glue if you like – which binds these people 
together and importantly, keeps them together? 
 
Well, each community comprises people who have come together by 
whichever means to create a happy environment for themselves, their 
children and their close neighbours. 
 
And from all the research I have done to date, I have yet to find a community 
which has failed.  That is not to say that certain communities have not had 
their challenges.  They have.  But part of the secret of their on-going success 
and sustainability is that they all adopt a particular way of working together 
to breed and ensure success. 
 
So successful are these Intentional Communities that it is difficult to actually 
join one.  Unless someone dies – as elders do from time to time, leaving a 
vacant home – few people leave.   
In a sense it’s a bit like the line in “Hotel California”.   
You can check out any time you like – but you can never leave.  
People actually don’t want to.  
 

5 Part of the secret behind the success achieved – and this is fundamental - 
has been that most, if not all, of these communities set out in documentation 
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certain important understandings.  That is understandings about people’s 
behaviour. 
 
The documentation might read a bit strange to some – admittedly. But they 
are not in the least weird and the understandings amount to nothing less 
than that we should all be totally comfortable with – wherever we live, 
irrespective of the type of community in which we currently live.   
 
That is not to say that there aren’t some strange writings out there – but I’ve 
yet to stumble on the weird – if weird actually exists! 
 

6 So, what kind of behaviour am I talking about?  What kind of behaviour are 
these Intentional Community types describing for themselves? 
 
Let’s take a look at just ONE example: 
The three documents [sec 7 to 9 below] feature among a number drafted 
and agreed by this community in Colorado – called Heartwood.   
Heartwood is in fact a 360plus acre farm – and over 20yrs young.  
 

7 CORE IDENTITY AGREEMENT 
What makes the Heartwood community distinctive?  
 
We are a close-knit, multigenerational, rural cohousing neighbourhood.  
 
We are committed to deeply knowing, supporting, respecting and  
caring for each other and ourselves as distinctive individuals; as a  
result, deep interpersonal relationships are possible here.  
 
We share with each other the value of stewarding our planet, though  
our individual efforts and choices may vary.  
 
We steward our land to maintain or improve its health over the long haul.  
 
We recognize our interconnectedness with the larger world, and 
welcome those connections that are in alignment with our stated values. 
 
We cultivate a fertile ground in which members bring forth their gifts,  
talents and passions to manifest a marvellous diversity of creations.  
 
We embrace, celebrate and support those diverse manifestations that  
are consistent with our stated values.  

 
All of these distinctive qualities are part of our enduring core identity,  
which does not change. What does change are the various 
manifestations themselves. These dynamic expressions that come and 
go over time add a rich flavour to our community culture. 

 
Well, all the above sounds good enough, I’m sure – but they go further. 
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8 INTERPERSONAL AGREEMENTS 
To Communicate With Integrity 
I agree to tell my truth, with compassion for myself and others, and to 
trust that others are doing the same. 

 
To Listen With My Heart 
I agree to listen respectfully to the communications of others and attune 
to their deepest meaning. 
 
To Own My Feelings 
I agree to take responsibility for my feelings and how I react to the words 
and actions of others. And I agree to express those feelings in a spirit of 
openness and compassion. 

 
To Honour Each Person's Process 
I agree to acknowledge that everyone, including myself, is making the 
best possible choice or decision we are capable of at that moment. 

 
To Express Appreciation 
I agree to appreciate others and myself. 

 
To Cooperate with Others 
I agree to maintain a sense of cooperation and caring in my interactions 
with others. 
 
To Honour Our Differences 
I understand that goals are often the same even though methods for 
achieving them may differ. 

 
To Be Aware of Conflict 
I agree to look for the unresolved issues within me that create a 
disproportionate adverse reaction to another's behaviour. 

 
To Resolve Conflicts Constructively 
I agree to take problems and complaints to the person(s) with whom I 
can resolve them, at the earliest opportunity. I agree not to criticize or 
complain to someone who cannot do something about my complaint, 
and I will redirect others to do the same. I will not say behind someone's 
back what I am not willing to say to their face. 

 
To Maintain Harmony 
I agree to take the time to establish rapport with others and then to 
reconnect with anyone with whom I feel out of harmony as soon as it is 
appropriate. 

 
To Freely Participate 
I agree to freely choose and re-choose to participate in the Heartwood 
Cohousing Community. It is my choice. 

 
To Lighten Up! 
I agree to allow fun and joy in my relationships, my work, and my life. 
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Well, some people may squirm at some of this drafting, but it is only a draft 
and these people in this Intentional Community have signed up to it.   
The community comprises 50 households and it’s working for them. 
 
But, such a draft can be drafted by anyone and signed up to by those it 
resonates with.  
 

9 VISION 
To create and live in a community that fosters harmony with each other, 
the larger community, and Nature. 
 

VALUES 
Honesty and Trust 
We act with openness and honesty because of the trust we have in each 
other. We have the courage and trust to speak up when we see 
contradictions or  inconsistencies between our behaviour and our stated 
values and goals. 
 
Cooperation 
Through tolerance, generosity, sharing, and compassion, we live 
cooperatively with one another. When appropriate, we place the interests 
of the community ahead of our own self interests. 
 
Interconnectedness 
We recognize our interdependence with all life. To all that came before 
us, we offer our respect and remembrance. To all with whom we share 
this world, we seek mutual understanding and respect. And to all who 
will come after us, we strive to leave for you a better world. 

 
Commitment 
Though we know that the path may be rough at times, we are committed 
to our Vision for the long haul. 

 
Participation 
Knowing that our community is fuelled by the energy we give it, we all 
actively participate in community life and work at Heartwood. Each of us 
chooses how to give his or her energy. 

 
10 If anyone were contemplating starting from scratch an Intentional 

Community somewhere – and there are thousands of examples around the 
world – then I can see the sense of starting with a set of agreements like the 
three above, that help to orientate the people interested to be involved. 
 
But – and this is the THING – are we not looking at something here – a form 
of agreement that could be written which could apply to any existing 
community, anywhere – Intentional or not? 
 
OK – maybe it could be shorter and a little more broad brush perhaps – but is 
it the kind of thing that each of us could sign up to in our own community?   
How mad does that sound?  
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Like I suggested - an agreement of the type being considered could be 
drafted in any form and could be any length.  There could be an Agreement 
for the residents of the road in which we live.  The Agreement could go wider 
and be the thing which residents sign up to in a particular part of town? 
 
To project forward, the whole town could have its own Agreement – in 
addition to a particular localised area within the town. 
 
To be honest, I feel a twinge of excitement here just contemplating what 
such Agreements might look like – if someone were to draft an example. 
 
We could add all kinds of additions too, which might be welcomed. 
Things like: 
I agree to: 

take my litter home or dispense with it in a dedicated receptacle. 
leave our public space in the condition I found it – or better! 
do no harm to any person or to their property. 
help someone needing help or seek the help needed for them.   

It could go on of course – but stay simple to certain principles. 
 
Imagine if we got our children to sign up to these Agreements. 
Maybe they could be encouraged to do so at school – with a signed copy 
kept at the school as well as at home. 
 
Does all this sound positively bonkers – or does it have real value? 
I’d like to think the latter. 
But for one – in principle at least – I’d be happy to sign up to an appropriately 
worded Agreement for the community in which I live. 
A local Agreement termed perhaps Our Local Charter. 
The question on my mind though is this – would you? 
 

PS1 The subject of Intentional Communities – otherwise known as Cohousing 
Communities was featured in recent articles on CONNECT. 
How We Can Adapt Our Towns : M-3045 QA 
A New Car Park With Housing? : M-3045 QB 
 

 The CONNECT LIBRARY  
 
We have compiled a library of interesting articles across a wide range of 
subjects - and they are all accessible to our interested readers. 
They take the form of webpages, PDFs, audios and videos. 
 
Some of the articles have been published by CONNECT but many have 
simply been catalogued for general reference and expanded research. 
 
Further articles relative to the subjects covered in this magazine article can 
be read under their respective headings, in our different Reading Rooms. 
 
The CONNECT Library is free to join and is being added to every week. 
Register here today and gain access to thousands of articles on your subjects 
of interest – using it as your reference library to return to whenever you wish.  

https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_a22c60fe8d93488aa5b1622bca804a15.pdf
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_986fe76438bf482091ab26a41492d3a9.pdf
https://www.connect-m3.com/library
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 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Contact/Source: CONNECT: Magazine 

3 LINK Neil Oliver: They are trying to alter the fabric of our reality 

PS1 LINK Connect: How Can We Adapt Our Towns? : M-3045 QA 

PS1 LINK Connect: A New Car Park With Housing? : M-3045 QB 

 FURTHER READING 

 LINK Heartwood Cohousing project - Colorado 

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

 
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 

 

 

 

https://www.connect-m3.com/magazine
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-1/op-3045a
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_a22c60fe8d93488aa5b1622bca804a15.pdf
https://41e303be-f6b6-45b0-adba-177879bff66a.usrfiles.com/ugd/41e303_986fe76438bf482091ab26a41492d3a9.pdf
ps://www.heartwoodcohousing.com/
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

