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 What were these “experts” trying to achieve when they played this “game”? 

1 The world’s food chain is threatened by population growth, 
urbanisation, extreme weather and political crises.   But it 
shouldn’t be – in 2015, 65 experts met to solve these problems! 
Were they playing the wrong game? 
 

 

 In the Food Chain Reaction Game, the players were 65 thought 
leaders and policy makers.  There’s been a lot of game playing 
over the last few years.  Many of these games have involved 
pretending that there’s a nasty, dangerous disease.  This game, 
instead, was designed – apparently - to find solutions to the 
problem of - how to feed the world.  How well did it work?   
 

 

2 The Food Chain Reaction Game took place in Washington, DC in November 
2015.  Attendees – experts apparently - from governments, companies, 
NGOs, think tanks and academic institutions the world over were there to 
“game” how to ensure there would be enough safe, affordable and nutritious 
food for everyone in the future.   
 
The Food Chain Reaction Game was designed by the Centre for Naval 
Analyses, which designs war games for the Pentagon.   
I hadn’t realised that the military were experts on food production. 
 
The “game” began in 2020 – in a global food system under stress – and 
ended in 2030.  In this fictitious game scenario, food prices were rising 
sharply, placing millions of people into poverty and increasing hunger.  The 
article Food Chain Reaction on Wikispooks gives a detailed description of 
what went on at the event - along with a list of the participants. 
 
The event was co-hosted by Cargill, the World Wildlife Fund, the Centre for 
American Progress, Mars Incorporated and the Centre for Naval Analyses. 
 

3 Some details about the event– that is the event itself, rather than how 
successful it has been in helping to feed the world now, in 2022 - strike me as 
odd. 
 
Firstly, the Food Chain Reaction Game website is no longer live.  Also, the 
pages about the event are no longer on Cargill’s website.   
That seems odd, because Cargill’s purpose is to feed the world – the 
company has 155,000 employees in 70 countries / regions who are 
committed to doing this.  Fortunately, Cargill’s website pages about the 
event - including some videos - can be found on the Wayback Machine - as 

http://web.archive.org/web/20151114001903/http:/foodchainreaction.org/
https://www.cna.org/
https://www.cna.org/
https://wikispooks.com/wiki/Food_Chain_Reaction
https://www.cargill.com/home
https://wikispooks.com/wiki/World_Wildlife_Fund
https://www.wikispooks.com/wiki/Center_for_American_Progress
https://www.wikispooks.com/wiki/Center_for_American_Progress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars%2C_Incorporated
https://www.cna.org/
https://www.cargill.com/page/worldwide


Magazine: CONNECT M3  
 

2 | P a g e  
 

can the Food Chain Reaction website.   
 
An article and video about the event Food Chain Reaction crisis simulation 
kicks off in Washington on Cargill's website makes reference to “traditional 
breadbaskets such as the United States, Canada and Brazil.”   
There was no mention of Ukraine, which - according to a Farming Life article 
Why is Ukraine known as the breadbasket of Europe? – can produce food for 
at least half a billion people.   
 
So, if the United States, Canada and Brazil are breadbaskets – why are there 
food shortages in the United States because of the situation in Ukraine?   
I have no answer to this question – perhaps someone else does. 
 
Co-hosts of the event appear to be odd partners for a game that was 
designed to work out how to ensure food chain security.  Mars, Inc is a 
particularly odd partner, given that Unethical treatment of animals, Child 
labour and slave labour, Opposition to labelling of genetically engineered 
ingredients and Deforestation in African national parks are some of the 
headings on the Wikipedia article for the company.  
 
Online research revealed that Cargill, the WWF and Mars Inc are all 
members of the Round Table On Responsible Soy.  This round table was 
formed by WWF in 2005 - members included the pharma giant Bayer and 
previously included the pharma giant Monsanto, which Bayer has since 
acquired. 
 
There is much criticism of the WWF for being cosy with producers of 
genetically modified seeds and pesticides that are well known to be harmful, 
such as this Global Research article - Monsanto Teams Up With World 
Wildlife Fund to Convert Amazon Rain Forest into Giant GMO Plantation.  
Global Research argues that certain agrochemicals pose a threat to 
ecosystems – they wipe out good bacteria in the soil and the human gut.   
 

4 The co-hosts are not the only odd things about the Food Chain Reaction 
game.   
 
Another oddity is that, despite the game’s players being experts, after two 
days, they didn’t come up with many recommendations.   
 
Now that we are being threatened with food shortages and rising prices – I 
wonder why the game didn’t factor in, conflict in the world’s “breadbaskets” 
as the media are now saying conflict in Ukraine is going to cause a food crisis 
as in this BBC article Ukraine war: EU blames Russia for food crisis prompting 
walkout 
 
I wonder if President Joe Biden was thinking about the Food Chain Reaction 
game when he announced - as reported by Breitbart - that food shortages 
were going to be real due to Russia war in Ukraine.   
Food shortages were going to be REAL? 
Is that, as distinct from not real - as in, perhaps, fictitious food shortages inn a 
game? 

http://web.archive.org/web/20151114001903/http:/foodchainreaction.org/
http://web.archive.org/web/20210508021113/https:/www.cargill.com/story/video-food-chain-reaction-crisis-simulation-in-washington
http://web.archive.org/web/20210508021113/https:/www.cargill.com/story/video-food-chain-reaction-crisis-simulation-in-washington
https://www.farminglife.com/country-and-farming/why-is-ukraine-known-as-the-breadbasket-of-europe-heres-what-it-produces-and-exports-3584361
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars%2C_Incorporated#Unethical_treatment_of_animals
https://responsiblesoy.org/members?lang=en#our-members
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monsanto
https://www.globalresearch.ca/monsanto-teams-up-with-world-wildlife-fund-wwf-to-convert-amazon-into-giant-gmo-plantation/5476826
https://www.globalresearch.ca/monsanto-teams-up-with-world-wildlife-fund-wwf-to-convert-amazon-into-giant-gmo-plantation/5476826
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-61714234
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-61714234
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/03/24/joe-biden-food-shortages-going-be-real-russia-war-ukraine/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2022/03/24/joe-biden-food-shortages-going-be-real-russia-war-ukraine/
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And this threat from Biden about food shortages has come - despite the US 
being a breadbasket according to Cargill, as I said above.  Not just the US but 
also Canada, just over the border, another breadbasket.  Then there is Brazil, 
not far away – what happens to that breadbasket? 
 
I also wonder whether the game factored in, food factories burning down 
mysteriously, as reported by media platforms including USA News - These 
Are The Food Processing Plants That “Mysteriously” Burned Down. 
 

5 Recommendations made by the “experts” after they finished playing were 
[the emboldening is mine]: 
 
Address the knowledge gap: 
Public and private sector leaders should develop a real-time global food 
security information-sharing system.  This system should include 
information on resource scarcity, supply and demand, land and water issues, 
and nutrition.  It should allow decision-makers to detect and address 
challenges to the food system before they occur and help them make 
informed decisions on how to prevent food shortages. 
 
Address the productivity gap: 
We need to invest in increasing agricultural productivity in low-income 
countries in a sustainable manner while minimising impacts on the 
environment.  This includes investing in degraded lands to increase 
productivity, adopting sustainable agricultural practices, reducing global 
food waste, and working with farmers to better manage their lands. 
 
Address the collaboration gap: 
We need to develop systems that will allow decision-makers to act 
together and act quickly in times of crisis.  Food security should become a 
bigger picture topic in foreign policy, and long-term measures need to be 
put into place to curb food shortages in the wake of climate change.  For 
example, nations could choose to create cross-border carbon taxes. If 
action is not taken, food security will cause instability, conflict, and human 
migration. 
 
The event closed with a speech by John Podesta, the former advisor to US 
presidents, as the founder of the Centre for American Progress, who said [the 
embolding is mine]:  
 
“Over the past two days in this exercise, we saw the risks we face when nations 
go it alone, and the effort to secure resources becomes competitive rather than 
cooperative.  
We also saw the benefits we all accrue when we come together to build a 
more effective response and more cooperation.” 
 
All BIG solutions.  All GLOBAL solutions.  All FAMILIAR solutions –especially 
to those who are familiar with the phrase “problem-reaction-solution.” 
 
Cargill corporate vice president Joe Stone was quoted as saying on Day 1 of 
the event: 
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“The outcome of the game is open.  The fictional world of 2020 and beyond 
could be grim, but that is obviously not the outcome Cargill is looking for,” 
It rather looks as if that is the outcome these “experts” achieved, however, 
with looming food shortages – so we are told – it rather looks as if decision-
makers have not detected and addressed challenges to the food system 
before they occurred – or made informed decisions on how to prevent food 
shortages. 
Could this be why Cargill took the event off their website - and the event 
website was taken down altogether?  Could it be that they didn’t want 
people to know about their little – or not so little – game of a few years ago? 
 

6 I wonder what might have happened if, instead of these experts going to 
Washington from different places around the world, the cost involved in that 
– and the cost of designing and putting on the event – had instead been 
given to real experts.   
 
That is – people who know how to produce food.   
People who know how to increase sustainable food production.   
 
People who understand that, without a healthy environment, the people of 
the world can never be nourished even if they are “fed.”   
 
People who know the difference between food and – well, just stuff that 
people eat.    
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Helen King 

 Source: CONNECT: Magazine 

2 LINK Wayback Machine: Food Chain Reaction Game  

2 LINK Centre for Naval Analyses 

2 LINK Wikispooks: Food Chain Reaction 

2 LINK Cargill 

2 LINK Wikispooks: World Wildlife Fund 

2 LINK Wikispooks: Centre for American Progress 

2 LINK Wikipedia: Mars, Inc 

3 LINK Cargill: Worldwide 

3 LINK Wayback Machine/Cargill: Video: Food Chain Reaction crisis 
simulation kicks off in Washington 

3 LINK Farming Life: Why is Ukraine known as the breadbasket of Europe? 
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3 LINK Round Table On Responsible Soy: Members 

3 LINK Wikipedia: Bayer 

3 LINK Wikipedia: Monsanto 

3 LINK Global Research: Monsanto Teams Up With World Wildlife Fund to 
Convert Amazon Rain Forest into Giant GMO Plantation 

4 LINK BBC: Ukraine war: EU blames Russia for food crisis prompting 
walkout 

4 LINK Breitbart: Joe Biden: Food shortages “going to be real” due to Russia 
war in Ukraine 

4 LINK USA News - These Are The Food Processing Plants That 
“Mysteriously” Burned Down 

5 LINK Wikispooks: John Podesta 

 FURTHER READING 

 LINK Amazon: PandaLeaks: The Dark Side of the WWF by Wilfried 
Huismann 

 LINK Event 201: Pandemic exercise: 2019 

 LINK 
 

NTI: Strengthening Global Systems to Prevent and Respond to High-
Consequence Biological Threats - tabletop exercise: 2021 
 

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

 
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 

 


