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Special Feature  

CONNECT  

Small Farms Matter – Here’s Why   
 

 3045 QD 

 Small farms are becoming more important than most people will imagine 

1 At this time in the world, everything is being scaled up - costs and prices in 
particular.  But our very continuance on this world is not just about 
embracing the BIG. Without the small we’re all far too much at risk.  
 

 One of the reasons governments have subsidised small farms is to ensure 
they exist – to ensure the population is not totally dependent upon mass 
farming – mass shipping and mass everything.  Small farms have a vital role 
to play in the mix of the supply chains today.  Plus – on a local scale – small 
farms can often sustain the local community – benefiting the environment. 
   

  

 

 
  

2 Food production must increase by 50% by 2050 to feed the world’s growing 
population. When you break this down, it’s a staggering amount.  British 
wheat yields have quadrupled from 2 tonnes per hectare to 8 tonnes per 
hectare in 110 years [1].  How are we expecting this to double in just 22 years 
when a lot of our land is already maxed-out or degraded from being pushed 
so hard?  Even with the implementation of new varieties and new ways to 
use agrochemicals this is no mean feat. 

< 1 acre = 0.404 hectares = 4046 sq metres | 1 hectare = 2.47 acres > 
 

 This is why we are seeing far more intensive and unnatural ways of 
producing food: vertical farms in cities, increasing greenhouse-produced 
fruit, veg and even cereals, and producing more animals in barns. 
 
What are vertical farms AND…  

what are the current day problems of farming? 
 

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=vertical+farms&atb=v362-2__&iar=videos&iax=videos&ia=videos&iai=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D2tGQXRYgKBI
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=vertical+farms&atb=v362-2__&iar=videos&iax=videos&ia=videos&iai=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D2tGQXRYgKBI
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GB Wheat Yields 1892 – 2002. 

J. Snape (2004) 
3 So, what defines a small farm? 

 
Here in the UK the unofficial definition of a ‘small farm’ is any farm up to: 200 
acres, 200 head of stock (excluding cattle), 50 cattle, or one that has an 
income per hectare accruing to a net income across the farm of £25,000 per 
annum [2].  This second definition is made on the basis that indoor units 
(barns or greenhouses) can produce hundreds of thousands – if not millions - 
of pounds worth of food across just a few acres.  
 
Therefore, when single companies farm over 4,000 acres of arable and 5,000 
heads of stock and we are still worried about the future of food security you 
might ask; what place do small farms - which produce only small volumes of 
food - have in the future of global intensification? 
 

4 So, why support them? 
 
A small-scale farmer cannot sell their livestock to supermarkets.  Why?  
They do not have the number of animals to satisfy the demand and without a 
significant premium, supermarket prices will deem their operation totally 
unviable.  Greater numbers translate into greater cash flow, plus price 
reductions for bulk orders, lower input costs per head – all things that small 
farms are not privy to.  
 
These farmers must therefore look for alternative ways to make money and 
as a result, it’s them we have to thank for farm shops.  Diversification is 
essential for small farm businesses, and a recent census has found that 
Britain’s 1,581 farm shops now generate £1.4 billion in sales and employ 
25,000 people [3].  
 
There was a lovely quote circulating the internet a few years ago that read: 
When you buy from a small business, you’re not helping a CEO buy a third 
holiday home; You’re helping a little girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team kit and for their parents to put food on the table.  
 
Now, imagine supermarket shelves lying empty.  Imagine it’s because of a 
fuel shortage that prevents hauliers from delivering goods – or as has 
become common – strike action by unionised drivers.  Imagine it’s because 
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supermarkets don’t pay their suppliers enough for their eggs that the farms 
are forced to reduce numbers just to stay afloat.  Imagine a worldwide 
disease that affects trade as ports shut and people rush to panic buy...  
 
I say ‘imagine’, but all these frightful events have been very real to all of us 
over the last 3 years.  
Despite all these catastrophes, farms never stopped once.  Supermarket 
shelves have sat empty, but not because farmers stopped working.  Being 
scared to shop in crowded places, during the pandemic 89% of farm shops 
reported an increase in sales since 2019 [4] as people travelled to quieter 
places to buy.  Because farm shops supply products from both their own 
farm and their neighbours, all they need is a pick-up truck to collect the 
goods from a few miles down the road, selling the produce at the price they 
need to make enough money for themselves.  
 
On top of all this, there’s tradition and heritage.  Many small farms have been 
in the family for generations.  Families live in the same house as their 
grandparents did.  Grandchildren would have been brought up spending 
holidays on the farm, bottle feeding lambs and sitting on the mudguard of a 
vintage tractor, watching the birds swarming overhead whilst Grandpa would 
be ploughing.  
 
I’m not saying that the way Grandpa farmed is the way we should farm today. 
Whilst there is a reason that many elements have remained unchanged for 
100 years, it is important that agriculture develops and moves with modern 
times to become as efficient as possible.  However, it is this connection and 
love of the land passed down through generations that drives the desire to 
continue good work and keep the land rich and healthy – ‘just like 
Grandfather did.’ 
 

 

 
Classic tractors at the Cherington Village Fête. 

S0phia Ashe (Sept 2021) 
 

 Businesses failing is bad enough, but when a family business fails – and one 
which has been in the family for generations – the impact on the family is not 
just monetary.  Some people never recover from the mental trauma of that 
happening and then the children suffer. In fact – in different ways – the 
negative impact is felt by the entire local community. 
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Furthermore, it’s often the small farmers that appreciate the value and 
benefits of wildflower meadows, herbal leys and rare breeds.  Meadows 
enrich the land, look beautiful in the summer and are a perfect food source 
for their livestock.  Rare breeds may be smaller and take longer to produce, 
but this is less of a problem because with the farm shops they are able to sell 
their produce when it’s ready at the price they need - whilst marketing their 
produce as something special – and local.  Arable enterprises struggle less 
with this, since oilseed and cereal prices are dictated by a national and global 
market.  Regardless, there is still the option to sell some tonnages at a 
premium to artisan oil presses, mills and bakers. 
 

5 So, are small farms financially safe? 
 
Absolutely not. When 80% of the average British farm’s income has been 
made up of government subsidies, the future is bleak [5].  Despite the rise in 
sales since Covid and new environmental subsidy options, small operations 
are far from safe.  Almost one third of farms up to 50 hectares were lost 
between 2005 and 2015 [6] and closures haven’t stopped there.  Even if these 
businesses run at a profit, they are usually only making a few thousand 
pounds at best, which is not enough to live off and reinvest.   
When you need a second job alongside the farm just to keep paying the bills, 
many farmers come to the same conclusion: what’s the point? 

 
6 Then there’s the BIG plan which governments in Europe are laying down. 

 
Holland was occupied during WW2 and food became extremely difficult to 
find.  After the war in 1945, the Dutch were determined to never be short of 
food again. 
 
Holland is a small country, but has become the second largest exporter of 
fresh food products in the world behind the USA.  Despite this massive 
achievement, 3000 farms are being taken over by the Dutch government for 
reasons not totally understood.  The strategy is apparently connected with 
reducing production – which might fit with population reduction I suppose – 
the purpose being connected with carbon capture - or carbon sequestration.    
 
At a time when food production needs to increase, the Dutch government 
are taking their country – and the world – in the opposite direction.  Why? 
Are the Dutch taking their orders from the World Economic Forum [WEF]? 
The WEF is dictating much of life now and certainly government policies 
around the entire world.  And the WEF is unelected, as you will know. 
 
Plus, the way the land grab is being done in Holland is causing massive 
heartbreak for the traditional farmers.  The practice is not limited to Holland 
either.  The take-over of farms is happening in other places in the world, 
Ireland and the USA in particular. 
 
In the USA, Bill Gates has become the biggest farmland owner in the country.  
Given his drive to have us all eat Gene Modified [GMO] foods – along with 
bugs - the two ideas appear to be connected.  The risks to humans of GMO 
foods - according to science – is still not settled, but regardless, Bill Gates 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_sequestration
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wants us to eat what he thinks we should.  Again, supporting our local farms 
will give people choice as to what they eat and who benefits as a producer. 
A multi-billionaire – in this case – or the local farmer in your community? 
 
An article by News Punch explains more on the Dutch farmers’ story. 
Republished on Connect: BP-2483B.   
DUTCH GOV'T STEAL 3000 FARMS - Dutch Gov’t Confiscates Thousands of 
Farms In Compliance With WEF Agenda. 
 

7 As a population we are surely all keen to ensure food security for us and our 
children.  We need to embrace the concept of locally grown fresh and 
healthy produce.  That is, food which has NOT been forced to grow by the 
over-use of agrochemicals in a drive to make ever bigger profits for the BIG 
agriculture players in the world.  We need to look and see what we have in 
our own local  communities and enhance the value – to us and the 
producers – of the work our local producers do – come rain or shine - and 
the service they provide for us. 
 
In fact, there is no better time than now to grasp the opportunity to turn 
inward - in a strategy to enhance the community in which we live.  Yes, going 
to a farm shop might take up more time, might cost a little bit more.  But 
every buying trip to a farm shop can provide a learning opportunity for our 
children and a community bonding opportunity for us adults. 

 
Shop local – choose better! 

We can become richer if we do.  
And our lives one day may just depend upon it. 

 
8 So, next time the farm down the road opens up its lambing shed, does tractor 

rides for children or advertises a pick your own - go. You will love the 
experience and the support you will be generating is invaluable. 
 
And at the end of the day, pop into that local farm shop and whilst you’re 
waiting for your coffee to be served, buy a nice roasting joint and veg to 
enjoy for dinner.  

 
PS1 Other related articles - each connected with this theme - can be accessed at 

CONNECT:  
How Can We Adapt Our Towns? : M-3045 QA 
A New Car Park With Housing? : M-3045 QB  
My Perfect Community : M-3045 QC 
Small Farms Matter – Here’s Why : M-3045 QD – including this article 
 

 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: Sophia Ashe 

 Contact/Source: CONNECT: Magazine 

https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-1/bp-2483b
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-11/3045
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-11/3045
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-11/3045
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-11/3045
https://www.connect-m3.com/magazine
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2 LINK What are vertical farms? 

2 LINK [1] Snape, J (Jan 2004). Challenges of integrating conventional 
breeding and biotechnology: a personal view: Historic average wheat 
yields in the UK, 1892 – 2002. ResearchGate. 
 

3  [2] Turner, T (Nov 2022). In conversation – ADAS Agribusiness 
Consultant. 
 

4 LINK [3+4] Harper Adams University (Mar 2022). New Harper Adams 
research demonstrating £1.4 billion annual sales impact of Britain’s 
farm shops revealed. 
 

5 LINK [5] Full Fact (Aug 2016). Do farmers make more from subsidies than 
agriculture? 
 

5 LINK [6] Farmers Weekly (Aug 2017). Small family farms could disappear 
by 2050, CPRE warns. 
 

6 LINK Wikipedia: Carbon sequestration 

6 LINK CONNECT: DUTCH GOV'T STEAL 3000 FARMS : BP-2483B   

 FURTHER READING 

 LINK RAIR Foundation: WEF: A Quick Intro and Update 

 LINK The Grayzone: This Is Tyranny – In Our Faces 

 LINK Local Futures: Planet Local – A Quiet Revolution 

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

 
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 
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https://duckduckgo.com/?q=vertical+farms&atb=v362-2__&iar=videos&iax=videos&ia=videos&iai=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D2tGQXRYgKBI
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228718852_Challenges_of_integrating_conventional_breeding_and_biotechnology_a_personal_view/figures?lo=1
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/news/206784/new-harper-adams-research-demonstrating-14-billion-annual-sales-impact-of-britains-farm-shops-revealed#:~:text=Britain's%20farm%20shops%20generate%20a,increase%20in%20sales%20since%202019
https://fullfact.org/economy/farming-subsidies-uk/
https://www.fwi.co.uk/news/farm-policy/small-family-farms-disappear-2050-cpre-warns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_sequestration
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-1/bp-2483b
https://rairfoundation.com/dutch-political-party-reject-the-wef-great-reset-and-their-transhumanist-agenda-video/
https://pireaus.wixsite.com/website-24/articlesmaster-1/dd-3021a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHAXdrLagwY
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

