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News: National 

THE INDEPEDENT  

Rare White Stag Shot Dead   
 

 NN 1395 BA 

 Again, the police are guilty of making the wrong decision 

1 The term “White Stag” is normally associated with a public house.  But today 
we report on a beautiful wild animal that had wondered – doubtless 
inquisitively – into our human space which cost the poor creature its life. 
 

 2 The people going about their business in Bootle were surprised to see this 
beautiful animal trotting along the streets, in what is normally a busy human 
environment.  Such sights are becoming less uncommon now, as deer in 
particular, go looking for nice grass to eat – and people to see.  
  

3 The problem on this occasion for this creature was that the police – with all 
their resources, equipment and expertise in so many public order situations – 
could not arrive at a better solution than they did.  They shot it dead. 
  

4 They said it was becoming a danger to motorists.  They said it was a danger 
to the public.  They said the animal was becoming distressed.  And so, the 
order was given. 
 

5 If anyone had been able to ask the animal - if it preferred life and stress or 
death and no stress – I can imagine what it might have said.  Just about what 
any of us would have said.   
 

6 But on this occasion, a gun – rather than any other device - like a Taser even 
– was the chosen method of choice.  Simple, quick and painless – depending!  
 

7 Sometimes, we have to make space for the animals we share our planet with.  
Sometimes we have to inconvenience ourselves or others – whilst we all go 
about our routines - so something really good can happen. 
 

8 Imagine the warm feeling that would have gone around the whole country if 
the police had chosen different action and steered the animal to safety.  
Right now, some people will curse queueing for petrol for hours on end.  
How many of us though would have cursed the wait while a wild animal was 
given help, care and attention – and steered back to their own familiar 
environment? 
  

9 I am truly saddened by the police action and feel it’s another one of those 
occasions when the quick – the easy – the simple solution was chosen by 
these people – over the more tricky and totally right solution. 
 

10 The RSPCA were contacted for their advice.  Apparently, they told the police 
to help the animal find its own way back to safety. 
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9 A lesson needs to be learned here I believe.  It’s a lesson which begins by 
learning that the animals we share our planet with, sometimes need our help 
and some space - and we have the power to give them what they need.   
They have exactly the same right to their lives as we humans do. 
 

10 The police action on this story is awarded zero/10. 
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