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The Snooty Fox - Lowick   
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 This story says so much about the inadequate systems we have   

1 The Snooty Fox is a well-known hotel and pub in Tetbury and 
has been, since God was a boy.  So, when I saw the name come 
up, I was immediately captured by the story posted by the 
satirical and current affairs journal, Private Eye, on their special 
page - page 94. 
  

 

2 The story was not about OUR Snooty Fox but another one near 
Kettering in Northamptonshire.  Knowing this had to be an 
interesting piece, coming from editor Ian Hislop, I had to dive in. 
  

 

3 I was right, it is an interesting piece, BUT there was nothing about it which 
anyone could call satirical!  Having listened to the podcast, I felt compelled 
to share it with you here.   
 
Basically, it is an extraordinary story about how an ordinary Joe – can have 
their world turned inside out without putting a foot wrong – other than to 
stand-up to a bully in the shape of a lawyer. 
 
It is a story about how the forces of nature – and here I refer to the forces of 
the establishment and its nature – can turn its power onto an ordinary good 
citizen without good cause and effectively ruin their lives. 
 
It is truly an horrendous account and is beautifully told by independent 
journalist, Tim Minogue of Rotten Boroughs, talking with Private Eye’s 
Andrew Hunter-Murray in a podcast for Private Eye. 
 

4 I wanted to leave Tim to tell the story - in all its incredible detail - so have left 
you to take a listen to the podcast. 
 

5 The important bones of the story, however, I’d like to point out here. 
This is a story about: 
 

1. corruption of individuals in local government 
2. corruption seemingly supported by the judiciary 
3. how a good man came to be crushed by a corrupt system 
4. a man who went to prison as a result of the corruption 
5. a man who has recently won his case after 15yrs 
6. how the public will pick up the huge cost for what happened 

 
6 The recent court case which found the previous landlord and owner of The 

Snooty Fox – Dr Geoffrey Monks – has now been awarded the sum of 

https://www.private-eye.co.uk/podcast/68
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£14million by way of compensation for having his life wrecked in the way it 
was – without the least justification – coupled to a poorly worded apology. 
 
The BBC reported on the story 06jan22. 
   

7 One is left asking – like I am – how can a system allow this kind of thing to 
happen? 
 
What I do understand is, that the system – this system of local government – 
is deeply flawed.  If it wasn’t, this kind of thing could even get anywhere 
close to happening.  What it tells me – and almost certainly you too – is that 
the system has to change – and I mean radically change. 
 
What happened to Geoffrey Monks should not happen to anyone.  The fact 
that it did, ruined a major portion of this good man’s life and left us – the 
taxpayer to pick up the tab for the corruption of certain others. 
  

8 The system in focus above is of course the local council system of 
administration.  Clearly the judiciary system is involved too.  But the fact of 
the matter is, so many of our county’s systems are not fit for purpose. 
 
The health system is just another example as is the education system.  In 
different ways they are all very imperfect and the time is overdue for a 
complete overhaul. 
  

9 In fact, in that regard, something very interesting has landed on our desks in 
recent weeks. 
 
Tetbury has been selected as a town to engage in a Social Experiment.  
Reading between the lines, the experiment – being the brainchild of an 
astute sociologist – is all about testing the appetite of residents to take a 
greater level of interest and thus control, in how a range of community affairs 
are managed and conducted. 
 
Pireaus-M3 – the company behind CONNECT - was invited to run the 
experiment at local level.  Because of that, residents of the town are going to 
hear all about the experiment on these pages and on the CONNECT 
Facebook group, directly there is more news. 
  
We are hopeful – as is the experiment’s designer – that something really 
interesting and useful will be learned for us all.   
 
It could lead to some new systems being created - to ensure among other 
things – that  

• innocent people don’t get their lives wrecked, and 
• the taxpayers don’t pick up the tab for incompetence!     

 
  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-59899402
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 CONNECT’S Maxim and Oath 
Connect is only interested in finding and sharing the TRUTH. 

In search of that TRUTH, we only pose questions – we have no answers. 
 

 By: David Charles 

 Source: Tetbury CONNECT: Magazine 

 LINK: The Snooty Fox -Lowick: By Tim Minogue  

 LINK: Northamptonshire: Council to pay former publican substantial 
damages: BBC 

   

 PLEASE DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

 

  
 Opportunity to join the CONNECT team and network 

 END 

 

 

 

https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/magazine
https://www.private-eye.co.uk/podcast/68
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-59899402
https://www.tetburyconnect-m3.com/connect-m3

